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Minetvam narrat Homerus, poetarum princeps, inter bel- 
lantium turmas Diomedi apparuifle ; oculorumque caliginem, 
ut bellantes Deos ab hominibus poffet difcernere, difcuffiffe. 
Quod figmentum Plato in Alcibiade Secundo, p. 1 50, tom. Ile 
nihil interpretatur quam rationem ipfam, que, difcufla caligine 
qua quifque tenetur, animum fecibus purgat, ut mala bonave 


poflit propius contemplari. 
Sanctiz MInERyA. 
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MADNESS, INSANITY, LUNACY, PHRENZY, 
MENTAL DERANGEMENT, DISORDERED 
SPIRITS, DISTRACTION, 


€ 





: 8 
Ta ESE words, éven in comthon conver- 
fation are among well-bred péople nicely 
and cautioufly ufed—with much fefleGtion 
too, although to a foreign ear they may pof- 
fibl found as if fynonymous.—Yet Italians 
in particular fhould recolleé, that their own 
- Cicero is much of the fame opinion with 
our Johnfon, who fays that were we to 
{peak rigoroufly, perhaps no human mind 
is exactly in its right ftate ; becaufe there is 
no man whofe imagination does not fome~ 
times predominate over his reafon; no man 

VOL. Il B who 
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who can regulate his attention wholly by 


his will, and whofe ideas will come and gO 


at his command; no man in whofe mind 


airy notions do not fometimes tyrannize, and 


force him to hope or fear beyond the limits 
of fober probability. All power of fancy 
over reafon, is a degree of INSANITY; ‘but 
while this power is fuch as we can controul.: 
and reprefs, it is not vifible to others, or 


coni hidered as any proof of MENTAL DE- 


RANGEMENT: nor. can. we juftly pro- 
nounce it. MADNESs,_ till it becomes ungo- 


vernable, and influences apparently the 


Speech or action of the perfon in queftion, 
Qui fit adfedtus (fays the Roman orator, ) 


eum-dominum efle rerum fuarum. vetant 


duodecim tabula.  Itaque non eft ferip- 
tum fi insanus, fed. fi. rurtosus fle 


incipit.—-For it appears that the laws of the 


twelve tables confidered it as poflible enough 
- and fo itis no, doubt—-that. people may 
0 through the common forms of life,-and 


its. 
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its ftated duties too, in many cafes without 
being confidered as out of their minds at all ; 
yet, to the penetrating eye of Willis, or phi- 
lofophical arrangements of Arnold, would 
foon betray fymptoms of DIsoRDERED SPI- 
pits. A friend once told me in confidence, 
that for two years he durft not-ever eat an 
apple, for fear it fhould make him drunk; 
but ‘as he took care to affign no reafon for 
his forbearance, and as no man is much fo= 
licited to eat apples, the oddity efcaped no- 
tice ; arid would not have been known at 
this hour, but that he told me many years 
after he had recovered his fenfes to perfec- 
tion, and told it as an inftance of concealed 
INSANITY. The famous Chriftopher Smart, 
who was both a wit and a {cholar, and vie 
fited as fuch while under confinement for 
MADNESS, would never have had a com- 
miffion of LuNAcY taken out againft him, 
had he managed with equal ingenuity— 
for Smart’s melancholy fhewed itfelf only in 
| bee a pre- 


™% 
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a preternatural excitement to prayer, whiclt 
he held it as a duty net to controul ,or re» 
prefs—taking aw pied de la lettre our blefled 
Saviour’s injunction to gray without Ceafing 
—So that beginning by regular addrefles at 
“flated.times to the Almighty, hie went on 
to. call his friends from their. dinners, or 
beds,. or, places of recreation, whenever that 
mpulfe towards prayer prefled upon -his 
mind. __In-every other tranfation of life no 
man’s. wits could be more regular than thofe 
of Smart ; for this prevalence of one.idea 
pertinacioufly keeping the firft place in his 
head, had in no fenfe except what imme- 
diately related to itfelf, perverted his judg- 
ment at all; his opinions were unchanged as 
before, nor did he feem more likely to fall 
into a ftate of DisrRACTION than any 
other man ; lefs. fo perhaps, as he calmed’ 
every fart of violent paffion by prayer. 
Now, had this eminently unhappy patient 
been. equally feized Py the RiSieet of pray- 


ee 
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ing in fecret; as no one would then have 
been difturbed by: his irregularities, it would 
have been no one’s intereft to watch over 
or cure them; ~and the abfurdity would: 
poflibly have confumed itfelf in private, 
like that of my friend who feared an apple: 
fhould intoxicate him. I well remember 
how after the commiffion was put in force, 
poor fellow! he got money from the keep- 
er of the mad-houfe for teaching his little 
boys Latin,—a proof, as vulgar people 
would imagine, that ‘his intelle&s were 
found; for mean obfervers fuppofe all 
MADNEss to, be PHRENZzyY, and think a 
perfon INSANE in proportion as he is wild, 
and difpofed to throw the things about— 
whereas experience fhows that fuch tempo- 
rary fufpenfions of the mental faculties are 
oftener connected with delirium than with 
mania, and, if not encouraged and ftimu- 
lated. by drunkennefs, are feldom of long 
duration: whereas in notional and ideal 


B3 MADNESS, 
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MADNESS, particularly the firft, many 


fymptoms are only cunningly fuppreffed, 
“not cured; couched like a cataraét in the 


eye, but not eradicated, and ftill percepti- 


ble enough to thofe who make fuch mala- 
dies their own peculiar ftudy. With regard 
to mere ufe of words, I think LUNACY 
feems to be the legal term, INSANITY, and 
fometimes MELANCHOLY, the medical ones ; 
while PHRENZY, MADNESS and DISTRAC- 


TION are the poetical expreflions of what 


we call MENTAL DERANGEMENT, Or DIs- 


ORDERED SPIRITS, in elegant converfa- 





_ MAIN, OCEAN, SEA, 





APPEAR fynonymous, yet are not fo in 
firicinefs ;—the firft being rather a poetical 
than a converlation word, and which ought 


to 
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bao be applied even in verfe I think only 
to the Pacific or Atlantic ocean ; becaufe 
“MAIN, deriving its etymology folely from 
its bulk and extenfion of parts, MAGNUS, 
fhould not be applied to the Baltiek, the 
| Cafpian, or other inferior and inland SEAS, 
| which, fpeaking with geographical exactnefs, 
are rather to be called eulphs and lakes :— 
and though Milton does fomewhere make 
mention of the Girythrean MAIN, ’tis in an 
| early compofition—he grew more attentive 
“when he wrote the Paradife Loft. One 
might, however, without imputation of ‘pe- 
dantry, or affectation of unufual correétnefs, 
tell how a friend’s only fon had fuch a paf- 
fionate defire to go to SEA, that undeter’d 
by every argument his friends could poflibly : 
urge concerning the well known dangers 
and terrors of the MAIN, which doubtlefs 
tormented their imagination with equal 
_ force, as hope of change, and confidence 
of conquering thofe perils feduced the 
ie) Ba4 warmer 
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warmer fancy of the boy,—he rie out 


upon a difcovering party, with a {quadron, 


intended to make the circuit of our Earth, 
and fuffering a variety of hardthips, dif- 
trefles and fatigues, at length arrived fate 
at home, having with difficulty furvived 
the vefiel he fet fail in, and having after her 
fhipwreck been obliged to crofs the ock AN 
in a little {kiff, with fhort allowance, and no 
accommodation. We hope for, his poor mo- 
ther’s fake he will now content himfelf ta 
ftay quietly in England, and feek for wealth 


or fame in paths lefs perilous : this is the 


more to be expected as his father died two 
years ago, fo that all pleafure in thwarting 
his authority is at an fade fay which pur- 
pofe alone many frolicks are committed by 
thoughtlefs youths who run into ruin only. 


to prove their {pirit of independance, 


MALAPERT, 
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MALAPERT, SAUCY, IMPERTINENT. 





THE laft of thefe has by corruption be- 
come the common converfation word, and 
turned the firft, which is the proper one, out 
of good company: for by IMPERTINENT 
is meant in frit propriety the man whom 
La Bruyere, tranflating the characters of 
Theophrattus, calls le Contretems, who goes 
to fupper with his miftrefs when he hears 
fhe has an ague, and inveighs againft the 
marriage ftate when invited to celebrate 
a wedding ‘dinner—with a hundred fuch 
tricks, the completeft of which in the origi- 
nal feems to be his looking on gravely while 
a gentleman to whom he profeffes friendfhip 
corrects his favourite flavé, encouraging 
him to proceed by magnifying the fellow’s 
fault, applauding the mafter’s attention to 
good difcipline, &c,—till turning fuddenly | 


and 
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ey 


and {peaking to..a ftander-by, he adds ° i 
took juft this very fame method nye, once 
with. the clevereft lad you ever faw, and ne 
ran away from me the next day - nor could I 
ever catch hold of him more: I’m fure ’twas 
acting precifely in the fame manner coft me 
juft the beft fervant I ever had in my life. 
Now nothing of this perverfenefs is: re- 
quired to form what we at prefent are con- 
tent to call IMPERTINENCE,’ falfely enough, 
—for the MALAPERT mifs, or sAuCY cham- 
bermaid, often poffefs {kill fufficient to time 
their {prightly infolence and lively raillery 
reafonably well—that fudden burft of con- 
fident felf-fufficiency, by the vigorous failly 
of which, virtue herfelf may be fometimes, 
confounded, and learning often feels abafh- 
ed and overwhelmed ; while the antagonift, 
fafe in her own fex and ftation, enjoys the 
triumph of levity, and titters delighted with 
the difgrace of her fuperiors. Such feems 
to have been the behaviour of gentlewomen 

2 In 
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in Swift's time,—Irith ones at leaft; and 
fuch feem likewife the damfels defcribed by 
Mr. Boyle, when Eufebius fays, “ In truth 
good Lindamour I feel my civility as much 
“endangered by the company of fuch females, 
“however beautiful, as is my chaftity,—feeing 
that we muft acknowledge it difficult in fuch 
cafes to controul that {pirit of reprehenfion, 
which if let loofe would poffibly more quick- 
ly excite their mirth than’ their refentment.” 
—Sjich fair ones may ftill be found, with 
diligent fearch I believe—and to be ferious, 
‘-whoever wifhes to learn the full meaning of 
the word MALAPERT, may ftudy the ready 
refponfes' of an Englith mifs, or an Italian 


- chambermaid. 


MALICE, 
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MALICE, MALICIOUSNESS, MALIGNITY, 





THESE words run rather in a climax 
than a parallel: the firft has the fofte?t {ig 
nification of the three, and conveys fome- 
what like an- idea of buffoonery mingled 
with the other more pernicious ingredients, 
But while ill-educated and naturally coarfe 
people are tempted to laugh at tricks of 
merry MALICE, all with to be thought in- 
capable of ferious and intentional MALICI- 
OUSNESS; and even the man who would 
not {cruple to confefs that once in his life 
perhaps he had felt impulfes towards even 
this deviation from virtue and from ho- 
nour, provoked by fome: perfon who had. 
crotled¢his ambitious defigns, or thwarted 
through MALICE his‘ amorous purtuits—-. 
would refent a charge of MALIGNITY as 


the heavieit of all imputations. For my 


y own 
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own part I think the. whole triumvirate fo 
hateful, that. when. I-fee babies not’ diféou- 
raged from, playing each other fome mA+ 
Lictous trick, I tremble left fuch tempers 
fhould ripen into difpofitions of the worf 


fort ; and, if combinied with feeblenefs of 





nature, fhew early fymptoms of that vile 
MALIGNITY, which poifons what it can« 
not fubdue,. and faps the “charaéter it dares 


not to artaign. 


MANT NERS, MORALS, “MORALITY. 





_NOT ftrictly fynonymous fure, while we 
fay, the MANNERS Of a great people, the 
MORALITY of an individual, and call a 

book of MORALS one. which. profeffes to 
teach either the doGtrine. or practice of 
ethicks, In-oppofition to religious duties, we 


call 


& \- 
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call thofe the MORAL ones. which refer to 
the laft fix commandments of the Decalogue, 
and apparently relate to focial life alone, but 
which our Saviour has enforced by faying 
that whatfoever you do to thefe my brethren 
you do it unto me—by this means connecting 
piety with virtue; while the moralift is 
made to: underftand, that his works—(to 
be received as fuch,)—muft emanate from 
faith, and be fanctified through obedience ; 

and the mere ritualift, or enthufiaftic votary 
of religious folitude, is informed, that no 
commutation will be accepted for breach of 
MANNERS,—I know you not (fays our. 
Lord), depart from me all ye workers of 
iniquity. —So careiully indeed has Jefus 
Chrift provided to keep entire this union 
which bigots and feepticks alike labour -to 
deftroy, that. one may obferve throughout. 
the whole biography, how. his moft ftriking- 
and immediate rewards were beftowed on 
thole who excelled in faith, his heaviett 


judgments 
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jadgments denounced on thofe whofe con- 


duct ran counter to MORALITY. 


MARRIAGE, WEDDING, NUPTIALS, 





ALTHOUGH thefe are all common 
converfation words, they can {carcely be 
ufed fynonymoutly. There is a treaty of 
MARRIAGE going forward in fuch a family, 
fay we, and I expect an invitation to the 
WEDDING dinner, as ’tis reported the pa- 
rents are difpofed to celebrate thefe nup- 
TIALS with great feftivity, and very few 
friends of the family will be left out.’ 

‘Meantime our great triumph over fo- 
reigners, who vifit us from warmer climates, 
is in the fuperior felicity of our married cou- 
ples} nor do! praife thofe fuperficial writers. 
who fo lament the infidelities committed 
among ws—in papers which carried to the ‘4 


Continent 
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Continent tend to make them believe there 
is no more conjugal attachment in Britain; 
than at Genoa otf Venice. —Truth. is, we 
find in all great capitals an ill example fet 
by a dozen women of diftinction who give 
the fon as ‘tis called; and with regard to 
fuch, Londen: confefles her fhare :—yet is 
the mafs of middling people left untainted: 
and even among our nobility, thofe of the 
firft fortune and dignity in England live 
with an Arcadian conftaney. and true affec- 
tion, fuch as can very rarely happen in na= 
tions where a contrary conduct is neither 
punifhed by the Legiflature, nor cenfured 
by Society ; for there is no need to refolve 
virtue and vice into effect of climate, unlefs 
we are fuppofed: to improve or degenerate 
like animals which whiten | as they approach 
the Pole—human nature will. go wrong if 
religion forbears’ to reftrain, and govern- 


ment neglects to punifh. 


MATURITY 
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MATURITY anno RIPENESS 





ARE each of them converfation words, 
but we ufe the firft chiefly as a figure of the 
fecond, and apply it fomething more feriouf- 
ly.—If you gather fruit (fay we) in fuch a 
ftate of exceflive RIPENESS that your fin- 
gers are in danger of breaking them during 
the operation, they never can be expected | 
to ftand the proceis of preferving ie becaule 
when parts will admit no more expait- 
fion, the very brandy you put to keep them, 
will caufe them to burft: in like manner 
will a wife man put his intents or {chemes 
in execution before they arrive at that full 
MATURITY which is likely to bring for- 
ward a difcovery at the very inftant of pro- 
jeCtion, and ruin his defign in its crifis. 


VOL. IJ, C MAZE, 
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MAZE, LABYRINTH, PERPLEXITY. 





‘THE curious ftrudtures formed of old in 
Fgypt, Crete, and ages afterwards in Tul- 
eany, by Porfenna, have given the two 
firft of thefe words to every modern lan- 
guage as a fynonyme for the third. They 
have now none but a figurative fenfe, I 
think ; becaufe a labyrinth conftruéted to 
puzzle in a garden, is confidered, and juftly, 
as a childith plaything —I know of no fuch 
trifle in any Englifh pleafure ground, un- 
jefs that left ftanding in Hampton-Court 
Gardens be confidered as one; proof of 
King William's Dutch tafte—And why is it 
fo confidered ? merely becaufe it is impoffi- 
ble for fuch a MAZE to be made, in the pre- 
fent fituation of life and manners, large 
enough to anfwer the real purpofes of con- 


- cealment 
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éealment and myftery, which would take 
up.a fpace of twenty miles in-circumference, 
and might be appropriated to ufes; or at 
leaft be liable to fufpicions, of a terrifying 
natute: In old ariftocratic days, and in 
femi-barbarous nations, grofs violations of 
every virttie lived unnoticed; and died 
away undetected, from the permiflion man~ 
kind tacitly gave to every idea of privacy 
‘and feclufion: where man unwatched by 
man, brutified for very want of obfervance ; 
talents languifhed for lack of cultivation ; and 
while rich minds were fuffered to run over 
with weeds, poor ones perifhed in their ort 
ginal nakednefs, from that cold which never 
was thawed by confolation. It is, however, 
worthy to be remarked, that upon quitting 
this dark LABYRINTH, we find ourfelves 
fuddenly tranfported into a broad light fo 
ftrong and violent that our eyes; unable to’ 
contend with its power, are dazzled into 


* 


‘G2 .- PERPLEXITY;. 
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PERPLEXITY, little lefs dangerous than the 
tenebrous flate we left behind: while every 
petty tranfaction is torn forth and expofed 
to public view; lives of our neighbours 
written before they are ended, and letters 
of our own publifhed and fold to our very 
felves; .anecdotes of one another become 
the only reading, and, true or falfe, are now 
the welcome exchange for money, time, 
and peace. But furely the reverfe of wrong 
is not right, while truth and common fenfe 
lie in the middle way ; and he who wilful- 
ly drives his Pegafus out of that path, will 
in time fire the ‘world about his ears, like 
Phaeton. when he neglected the precepts of 
his parent Apollo, ruler of defliny, that faid 
fo wilely, ey : : 

Medio tutiflimus ibis, 
Neu te dexterior tortum declinet in anguem, — 


Neve finifterior preffam rota ducat ad avam 3 


Juter utrumgue tene. 


MELODY; 
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MELODY, HARMONY, MUSICK. 





THESE terms are ufed as ‘fynonymes 
only by people who revert not totheir deri- 
vation ; when the laft is foon difcovered to 
contain the other two, while the firft means 
merely the air—or, as Italians better exprefs 
it, Ja cantilena—becaufe our very word ME- 
LODY implies honey-/weet _finging, mellifiuous 
fucceffion of fimple founds, fo as to produce 
agreeable and fometimes almoft enchanting 
effect. -Meanwhile both co-operation and 
combination are underftood to meet in the 
terms HARMONY; which, like every other 
{cience, is the refult of knowledge operating 
upon genius, and adds in the audience a- 
degree of aftonif{hment to approbation, en- 
riching all our fenfations of delight, and cluf- 
tering them into a maturity of perfection. 

Gea” MELODY 
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MELODY is to HARMONY what inno-y 
cence is to virtue; the laft could not exift 
without the former, on which they are 
founded ; but we efteem him who enlarges 
fimplicity into excellence, and prize! the 
opening chorus of Acis and Galatea beyond 
the Voi Amanti of Giardini, although this 
laft-named compofition is elegant, and, the 
other vulgar. 

Where the original thought, however, 
like Corregio’s Magdalen in the Drefden 
Gallery fet round with jewels, is loft in the 
blaze of. accompaniment, our lofs is the lefs 
if ‘bai thought fhould: be fomewhat coarle 
or indclicate; but musick of this ‘kind 
pleafes an Italian ear far lefs than do Sac- 
chini’s fweetly foothing MELODIES, never 
overlaid by that fulnefs of HARMONY with 
which German compofers fometimes per~ 
plex inftead of informing their hearers. His 
chorufles i in Erifile, though nothing deficient. 

either 
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either in richnefs or radiance, are ever tran{- _ 
parent; while the eindinide fubje& (not an 
inftant loft to view) reminds one of fonte 
fine fhell coloured by Nature’s hand, but 
feen to moft advantage through the clear 
‘waves that wafh the coaft of Coromandel 
when mild monfoons are blowing. With 
regard to MUSICK, Plato faid long<ago, that 
if any confiderable alteration took place in 
the musick of a country, he fhould, from 
that fingle circumftance, predi& innovation 
in the laws, a change of cuftoms, and fub- 
verfion of the government. Rouffeau, in 
imitation of this fentiment, which he had 
probably read fran/flated as well as myfelf, 
actually foretold it of the French, without 
acknowledging whence his ideafprung; and 
truly did he foretell it, The French,” 
fays he, “ have no MUSICK now—nor can 
have, becaufe their language is not capable 
ef mufical expreffion; but if ever they do 

| G4 get 
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get into a better ftyle—(which they. cer- 
tainly foon did , changing Lulli and Rameau 
for eae and for Piccini) — sant pis 
pour CUX.: 

Roufleau had indeed the fate of Caffan- 
dra, little lef mad than himfelf ; and Bur- 
ney juftly obferved, that it was ftrange a- 
nation fo frequently accufed of volatility 
and caprice, fhould have invariably mani- 
felted a fteady perfeverance and conftancy 
to one particular tafte in this art, which the 
ftrongeft ridicule and contempt of ‘other 
countries could never vanquifh or turn out 
of its courfe. He has however lived to fee 
them change their mode of receiving plea- 
fure from this very {cience ; has feen them 
accomplith the predictions of Roufleau, and 
confirm the opinions of Plato; feen them 
murder their own monarch, fet fire to their 
own cities, and blaze themfelves away—a 
wonder to fools, a beacon to wife men. This 


example 


BRITISH SYNONYMY. 25 


example has at leaft ferved to fhew the ufe. 
of thofe three words which occafioned fo 
long a fpeculation. Metopy is chiefly ufed 
fpeaking of vocal MUSICK, and HARMONY 
means many parts combining to form com 
pofition. Shall I digrefs in faying that this 
latter feems thé genuine tafe of the Englith, 
- who love plenty and opulence in all things? 
Our MELODIEs are commonly vulgar, but 
we like to fee them richly dreft; and the 
late filly humour of liftening to tunes thade 
upon three notes only, is a mere whim of 
the moment, as it was to dote upon old. bal- 
Jads about twenty or thirty years ago; it 
will die away in a twelvemonth— for fim- 
plicity cannot pleafe without elegance : nor 
does it really pleafe a Britifh ear, even when 
exquilitely {weet and delicate. We buy 
Blair’s Works, but would rather ftudy War- 
burton’s; we talk of tender Venetian airs, 
but our hearts acknowledge Handel. Mean- 


time 
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time tis unjuft to fay that German Musick 
is not expreflive; when the Ttalians fay fo 
they mean it is not amorous : but other af- 
fections inhabit other fouls ; and {urely the 
laft-named immortal compofer has no rival 
in the power of exprefling and exciting fub- 
lime devotion and rapturous fentiment. See 
his grand chorus, Unto us a Son is born, &c, 
Pleyel’s Quartettos too, which have all fome- 
what of a drum and fife in them, exprefs 
what Germans ever have excelled in—regu- 
larity, order, difcipline, arms, in a word, war. 
When fuch music is playing, it reminds 
one of Rowe’s verfes. which fay fo very 
truly, that | 


e 
*& 


The found of arms fhall wake our martial ardour, 
And cure the amorous ficknefs of a foul 
Begun by floth and nurfed with too much eafe. 
‘Phe idle god of love fupinely dreams 
Amidft inglorious fhades and purling ftreams; 
In rofy fetters and fantaftic chains : 
He binds deluded maids and fimple {wains ; 
Aa ij isu: 
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With foft enjoyment wooes them to forget 
The hardy toils and labours of the great : 
But if the warlike trumpet’s loud alarms 

- To virtuous acts excite, and.manly arms, 
The coward boy avows his abject fear, 
Sublime on filken wings he cuts the air, 


Scar’d at the noble noife and thunder of the war. 


_ What then do thofe critics look for, wha 
lament that German MUSICK is not expref- 
Je ve? 1 hey look for plaintive founds meant 
to raife tender emotions in the breaft; and, 
this is the peculiar proyince of MELODY— _ 
which, -like- Anacreon’s lyre, vibrates to. 
amorous touches only, and refounds with 


. nothing but love. Of this fovereign power, 
To take the ‘prifon’d foul, and lap it in Elyfum, 


Italy has long remained in full poffeffion ; 

the Syren’s coait is fill the refidence of | 
melting foftnefs and of {weet fedu@tion. The 
MUSICK of a nation naturally reprefents that 
nation’s favourite energies, pervading every 
‘thought and every action ; while even the 


Q | devotion 


ce 
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devotion of that warm foil is tendernefs, not 
fublimity ;—and either the natives imprefs 

their gentle fouls with the contemplation of | 
a Saviour newly laid, in innocence and 
infant fweetnefs, upon the fpotlefs bo- 
fom of more than female beauty — or 
elfe rack their foft hearts with the afflict- 
ing paflions; and with eyes fixed upon a 
bleeding crucifix, weep their Redeemer’s 
human fuficrings, as though he were never 
to re-aflume divinity. Meantime the piety 
ef Lutherans foars a fublimer flight; and 
when they fet before the eyes of their glow- 
ing imagination Meffiah ever blefled, they 
kindle into rapture, and break out with 


pious tran{port, 
Hallelujah! for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth, &c, 


They think of him that fitteth high above the 


heavens, begotten before all worlds! 


Effulgence of the Father ! Son beloved! 


With 
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‘With fuch impreffions, fuch energies, 
fuch infpiration— Milton wrote poetry, and 


Handel compofed Musick. 


pe i a 
Po A ASRS NSE LO ASSIS SERRA IEE UR SETI L: or 





ee te 


MISTAKE, ERROR, MISCONCEPTION. 





WHOEVER thinks thefe words ftrilly 
fynonymous will find himfelf in an ERROR : 
while he who fays he wandered out of his 
way between London and Bath, from mere 
MISCONCEPTION, makes a comical MIS- 
TAKE-—for he only committed an ERROR 
in neglecting to punifh thole who turned 
him out of the right road for a joke. Thele 
are the niceties of language that books never 
teach, and converfation alone can eftablith. 
Let foreigners however fettle it in their 
minds, that the word firft ufed in this cata- 

a | logue 























Ee a 
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Jogue of falfe apprehenfion, is ufed when one 
man or one thing is taken for another: thé 
fecond applies much wider, and wé fay eof 
all who deviate from the right path, whether 


that deviation is or is not caufed by a mere. 


MISTAKE: the latter feems lefs an act of 


the will than either of the other fwo; tis 
more a perverfion of the head than any thing 
elfe, and its refiftance againft conviction car- 
ries with it fomewhat langhable. A noble- 
man, for inflancé, employing his atchite@ 
to few him the clevation of a houfé he ins 
tended to build, the artift produces a draw- 
ing made with Indian ink. This is no bad 
form of a houfe; fays my lord, bat I don’t 
hike the colour—my houfe fhall be white. 
By all means, replied the buildér, this is a 
white houfe. No; this is black and white, 


methinks —evidently fo, indeed—and ftriped 


about fomehow in a way that does not pleafe 


me. Oh dear! no fuch thing, my lord— 


the 


ae 
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the houfe will be white enough. That I 


don’t know, Sir; if you contradi@ my 
fenfes now, you may do the fame"then : but 
my houfe fhall not be patched about with 
black as this paper is—it fhall be all clean 
Portland ftone. Doubtlefs, my Jord; what 
you jee here is perfeQly white, I affure you. 
You are an impudent fellow (anfwers the 
proprietor), and endeavour to impofe upon 
me, beeaufe J am not converfane in thefe 
niatters, by perfuading me that I do not 
know black from white ; but I do know an 
honeft man from a  rorue—fo get about 
your bufineis directly, no fuch fhall be my 
architect. | Pi 
This was MisconcrPtion. When the 
faux Martin Guerre came to France from 
India, and took pofleffion of the houfe, lands, 
wife, &¢. of a man whom he ftrongly re- 
fembled, and who, by four or five year's ab- 
fence from ius family, was fo forgotten by 


them 
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them that neither brother nor {fifters found 
out the impofture—their carefles and obedi- 
ence, their rents and profits were all intended 
to the perfon of another man, and were only 
paid to him by a fatal but innocent’ Mis- 
TAKE. But. when the jury condemned a 
man wholly unconcerned in the bufinefs to 
fuffer for a crime one of themfelves had 
committed, nor ever found out that good 
evidence was wanting to prove his guilt, till 
the real perpetrator of the murder owned it 
himfelf in private to the judge—they acted 
with too little caution and delicacy, and have 
been always juftly cenfured for the ERROR. 
The faéts are all acknowledged ones. 


MOB, 
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MOB, POPULACE, THE+LOW PEOPLE, THE 
VULGAR; 


DENOMINATIONS by which feve- 
ral conditions of men delight in defcribing 
- thofe below them in regard to talents, birth, 
or fortune:—the great vULGAR and the 
fmall, fays Cowley, fpeaking of ignorant 
perfons; but we commonly apply it to thofe 
whofe coarfenefs of manners and meannefs 
of behaviour preclude them from admiffion 
into elegant or civil fociety. And fo true 
is this pofition, that defcent, however iluf 
trious, will not be found fufficient to keep 
perfons ,out of low life and company who 
have an innate propenfity as it were towards 
debafing themfelves ; witnefs fome unhappy 
females, who, although highly born and de- 
cently educated, are contented to lead and 


VOL. II. ath ON finith 
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finith their lives amoneft the dregs. of {¢- 

ciety, apparently from original tafte. 7 
Meantime nothing is {0 offenfive to Eng- 

lifh men or women én general (for exceptions 


only ferve to prove the rule), as to be rated 





among the LOW PEOPLE or the VULGAR, 
con{cious that every native of our happy 
country may die a gentleman if he will but 
learn to live like one. . Even thofe whom 
Hs i every foul but themfelves count as members 
of the POPULACE, with not to be thought 
fuch ; but, if touched on that ftring which 


vibrates at the word honour or genteel be- 














haviour, will fpeedily join in defpifing a 
MOB, and unite themfelves to that party 
which boafts better education. It is indeed 
a proof of the vileft depravity when man is 
fo far debafed as to delight in his own meane 
nefs, and fay with the ‘Eyench, for whom 
‘that balenefs was referved, Long Hve the fans~- 


| culottes? We will however hope better il- 


my 








lumination 
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Jumination even to them - and as’tis the firft 
characteriftic of their fe& to be ‘unftable, the 
old grammatical axiom may end perhaps at 
laft in a maxim of politics, when we fay, 


Neutrum modo, mas modo vuLcus. 





a 


MONEY, CASH, COLE, ASSETS, READY RINO, 
CHINK, CORIANDERS ; 





a at | 


FORM a firing of hateful words—fyno- 
nymous enough, however, or nearly fo, in 
the vulgar and defpicable diale€t of coarfe 
traders in the hour of merriment ; but to be 
ever feduloufly avoided by thofe who mean 
to be thought eminent for choice of phrafe 
and elegance of converfation. The firft is, 
after all thefe heavy denunciations, a necef~ 
fary and proper term, when bufinefs comes 
to be ferioufly fpoken upon: the fecond is 
always pert and pedantic, unlefs ued in its 


“a 2 native 
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native foil, the banker’s thop, where it means 
coin, oppofed to notes; fuch MONEY as may 
be kept in a CAISSE or ftrong-box, is pro- 
perly and from that 3 derivation juftly deno- 
minated CASH. The fourth word on this 
unpleafing lift is likewife of French etymo- 
logy, and belongs rather to the cant of law- 


yers than of merchants. When a man dies, 


his executors and their attorney begin to en- 


quire if he has left AssETs (meaning ASSEZ) 
fufficient for payment of legacies, debts, 
dues, &c.: The others are nothing better 
than a mere jargon of {chool-boys, *prentices, 
&ce. and fo furely are thefe terms excluded 
civil fociety, and fo attentive muft foreign- 
ers be never to pronounce them, that I am 
confident a nobleman would {eruple to in- 
troduce ‘the beft recommended fon of his 
own beft friend in England, to Sir William 
Hamilton or Sir Robert Murray Keith at 
Naples or Vienna, fhould the youth in his 
firft vifit give my lord to underftand that he 


*¢ took 
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* took care not to fet out from home with- 
out having touched the cozz, provided the 
READY RINO, and tipt Old Squaretoes for 
the CORIANDERS.” 

Nothing is fo certain a brand of beggary 
in our country as coarfe and vulgar lan- 
guage. We know almolt the ftreet a man 
refides in here at London—at leaft the com- 
pany he has kept—by a peculiar ftrain of 
difcourfe, which though endurable enough 
fo long as the talk is ferious, relapfes into 
wretchednefs the moment a Jeft is attempt- 
ed. I have heard Dr. Johnfon fay there was 
fuch a thing as a city voice—a city laugh 
there is, that’s certain, different from that of 
the people who inhabit, and have from their 
youth inhabited, the court end of the town. 

It appears from fome of Martial’s epi- 
grams, meantime, and there are corroborat- 
ing reafons to believe, that in old times as 
well as now fome wagegifh way was always 
adopted by low people, when {peaking of, 

D 3 pecu- 
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pecuniary concerns: and NuMMI was cet~ 
tainly a cant word at Rome, becaufe Numa 
firt coined filver, which he fubftituted for 
the {craps of leather then in ufe; and when 
a fellow filled his bag with nuamazr, he was 
Ltruft talking no higher language than he 
who in our country wifhes for the CHINK, 
or boafts his familiarity with KING GEORGE'S 
PICTURE. | 
It may be worth obfervation, and. has I 
think been hinted at in the Firft Volume, 
that to defcribe any thing by its canfes is 
lefs likely to pleafe or be right in conver- 
{ation than defcribing the fame by its ad- 
junéts; and perhaps the Milanefe patois 
owes much of its grofinels to the contrary 
practice. They call a chair guvadrega or 
four-legs ; a fan crefpin or crackling-thing ; 
the door ufeio or the going out place. No 
wonder, fay my Enelifh readers, that this 
dialed 1S reckoned a coarfe one: while ’tis 
notorioully a mean phrafe here to afk a 


gentleman— 
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gentleman—“ Well, Sir, how goes your 
Tompion ?” meaning— Pray what is the 
time o’ day by your watch?” made pofibly 
by that arti; or——‘‘ So, my lady, how 
does your moufér 2?” to a woman of quality 
if fhe is fond of a favourite cat, I know 
not whether vice and folly are half as atten- 
- tively avoided by elegant people in Great 
Britain as fuch expreflions ; but this I know, 
that ‘tis difficult to endure even virtue and 


wifdom combined with fo much groiinefs. 





MYSTERY, SACRED OBSCURITY. | 


na SER Le PE OE 


THE firft of thefe is the word for which 
the laft is merely a periphrafis, and both 
feem likely enough to be difcarded ur this 
felf-fufficient age, when examination takes 

place of thankfulnefs, and the {pirit of in- 
yeltigating precludes much of reverencgy 
D4 “even 
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even to celeftial invelopment. Our rath 
and intrufive philofophy, like Homer’s Pa- 
troclus, {trikes even againft the cloud which 
veils Apollo or Deftiny from our nearer 
view, and, fcorning all that once was reck- 
éned awful, feeks to tear down the very 
branches of that tree, whofe fruit, even 
when earefully gathered, proved fatal to us 
all. 

Mysteries, like ‘monarchs, are now 
found eafy to get rid of; and indeed thofe 
who firft began to infult Heaven were like- 
lieft above all people to murder an anointed 
king. The punifhment of fuch abominable 
fins is as yet concealed from our eyes in s A- 
CRED OBSCURITY ; but not lefs certain is it 


for that realon—perhaps not lefs near. 


NAME, 
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NAME, NOUN PROPER, NOMINAL 
DISTINCTION, APPELLATIVE. 


€ 





- THE firft of thefe is the word in con- 
verfation ufe, unlefs when fome accidental 
combination forces from us one of the others. 
As if a perfon fhould fay—“ I only called 
the man a Hercules or a Solomon by way 
of APPELLATIVE, becaufe he is fo eminently 
wife or ftrong ; his NAME is Richard, I have. 
been told: and with regard to his family, it 
has but lately acquired any NOMINAL DIS- 
TINCTION at all, unlefs perhaps Norton or 
Sutton were added by the villagers on his 
firft fettling there, if they obferved his com- 
ing from the zorth town, or the fouth town, 
a commén’ reafon ‘enough ; but fomething 
muft be done to fubdivide the word man 
into NOUN PROPER and noun common. 
So far the example. Auguftus Cafar met 


an 
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an afs, fays Swift, and he had a lucky name; 
I meet affes enough, continues the merry 
Dean, but they have never lucky names, 
"Tis ftrange, however, where onomancy was 
fo much regarded as it was in Rome, that a 
man fhould ever have been tempted to give 
his fon an wzlucky one; yet we find Livy call- 
ing Atrius Umber abominandi ominis nomen; 
and the name Lyca was as unplealing to Plau- 
tus. Edmund Smith, ever attentive to anti- 
quity, keeps that name for the betrayer of 
Hippolytus in his Phedra, | remember ; and 
there has been always an idea of good hope 
going with a name, however fuch fancies 
may be difclaimed. Why elfe do Roman- 
ifts till call their fons Evangelt/ta or Natale? 
Nothing can be more fenfelefs, fearce any 
thing more ablurd; except chriftening a baby 
Giamatti ifta, as they do in all parts of Italy 
for ever, without refleCting that he might as 
rationally be called’ Charlemagne, or Alex- 
ander the Great, thofe being mere APPEL~ 


LAL iy Es ta 
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LATIVES. that agreed only with the parti- 
cular individuals on whom they were firft 
beftowed : and I remember Dr. Johnfon re- 
primanding a lady of his and my acquainte 
ance for baptizing her daughter /ugu/a. 
The truth is, puritans who to obtain heaven 
for their young ones give the NAMES of 
fold-the-faith or Stand-faft, are witer than 
thefe ; and a gentleman of undoubted vera- 
city told me once of a pious friend he had, 
who promifed if his wife brought him a 
daughter that year, in which he had received 
fome fignal mercy from heaven, that he 
would in gratitude call the girl Me/opotamia, 
which is known by thofe who underftand 
Greek to mean the middle of rivers, or fur- 
rounded by waters, and was the name of a 
province fo difcriminated. This however 
is at worft but idiotifm; while the calling 
any human creature Emmanuel or Salvador 
is profanation if not blafphemy. Surnames, 
being mere family diftin¢tions, take a wider 


range, 
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range, and have fpread ftrangely fure in 
every country—all trades, all colours, ferv~ 
ing for cognomina; and even  appellations 
of beafts, birds, and fifhes, which Cambden 
feems to think were originally figns where 
certain perfons kept fhops, but that ufage is 
by other authors fuppofed to be of later date. 
Men were named from brutes before figns 

were known, I am told. | 
Local names, as jield, rivers, meadows, 
and the like, are innumerable of courfe ; 
and honorary ones not unfrequent—from 
fome of the family having been a di/bop, a 
baron, an earl, &c. Nor do the /oufbriquets 
fail of coming in for their fhare, when the 
firft man of the race was noted for a ereat 
or broadbead, or for being armftrong, or was 
eminent for fome peculiar aGtion in war, as . 
Shakefpeare, &c. The firft of thefe in Eng- 
dJand are almoft all Yorkfhire families origi- 
nally, and bore arms under King Edward 
the Firft, in his contentions with the Welch. 
Sa 
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So much for Agnomina; they are common 
in Italy and France likewife: Groff Tefla 
is a Genoefe I think, and Groffe Tefle may 
I fuppofe be found among the emigrant 
French—Beauregard is a name well known 
among a lower clafs, whence our Goodluk 
changed for motives of intereft to Goodluck. 
‘Men of higher confideration, meantime, 
were commonly named from their poffef- — 
fions, as Philip de Valois, &c. ; and where 
the father was a great man, and boafted 
long defcent of anceftry, famous in their 
province or diftrict, his fons would count 
backwards up to the fountain-head, in Wales 
by Ap, in other kingdoms by Fitz, or Witg, 
whence illégitimate progeny:ngt daring to 
do fo, called themfelves Wiljon, or Aarrifon ; 
fometimes by matronymicks, as Anfon, Nel- 
jon, Se. ad infinitum. *Tis curious: enough 
to fee how very little ther methods of. claff- 
ing and naming mankind differ, in different 
parts of Europe. Every nation has its Mon- — 


$ fieur 
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fieur Boileau, Mr. Drinkwater, and Sigiio# 
Bevilacquay, and the Spaniards call them 
properly enough Renombres. ‘Vhey indeed 
diftinguifhed fome families, very old ones 
now, by titles of infamy or #//-luck, as the 
Romans phrafed it, witnefs Verdugo, Puta- 
mero, and: others; to anfwer which, we have 
Mr. Bafard and Mr. Coward, &c. But Ro- 
manifts change their names when embrac- 
ing a religious order, not unreafonably— 
for we have now dorie (fay they) with 
worldly diftin@ions; and conformably to 
this I truft (not for the reafon urged by 
Platina), Pope Sergius fet the example to 
fucceeding pontiffs, of difmiffing for ever a 
‘NAME to which he could have no fucceffion. 
Mean time fcholars who have had leifure 
and erudition to examine the language now 
fpoken in North Wales, and prove it the 
true Celtic, namely one of the primary 
vocal modes after the difperfion of Babel, 
tell us, after mentioning the affinity betweeri. 
that 


_— 


BRITISH SYNONYMY. — 47 


that and the Hebrew tongue, that the no- 
MINAL DISTINCTION of ¢ifams.came from a 
Gaulifh or Celtic compound, éud earth, pro-. 
nounced éi?, and tan {preading, an overipread~ 
ing people ; while Rowlands, the ingenious 
author of an Archeological Difcourfe on the 


Antiquites of Anglefey, called Mona Antigua 


| Refiaurata, pretends to fhow that thefe Titans 
were the Aborigines of our ifland, not de- 


{cending, as is commonly fuppofed, from 
the ruins of any difgraced or beaten people. 
That Mr. Mafon’s beautiful ode would lofe 
the grace of probability might perhaps be 
the worit conlequence of fuch a {uppofition, 
when he fays , 
Hail, thou harp of Phrygian frame ! 
In years of yore, 
That Camber bore 
From Troy’s fepulchral fame ; 
With ancient Brute to Britain’s fhore 
_ The mighty minftrel came. 
Serene upon the burnith’d prow, 
He bade her manly medepto flow— 


Britain 
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Britain heard the defcant bold, 

She flung her white arms o’er the fea, 
Proud in her leafy bofom to unfold 

obits freight of harmony. 


Rowlands likewife gives us to underftand 
how the Titan princes, who overfpread Ku- 
rope with conquelts, were Celts, and Her- 
cules no other name than Ercbill a deftroyer ; 
Apollo, ap-haul, filius folis, and Minerva, 
men-arfan, inventrels of weapons. ‘This 
very book I believe it is which Swift, who 
loved laughing better than enquiry, ridicules 
in his account of etymology, deriving Archi- 
medes from Hark ye Maids, Alexander the 
Great from All Eggs under the Grate, and 
a hundred more; the work was originally 
printed at Dubtin, | incorrectly enough, 
about the yeat 1723. . Monfieur le Comte 
de Gebelin certainly had feen it, though I 
know not whether he fpeaks of his obliga- 
ions in his Monde Primitif; nor know I 
what became of that defign, for which 

| _Elmily 
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Eimfly took in fubfcriptions in the year 
1772 as I remember. 

Mean while Rowlands’ account of the 

‘patriarch’s names in Hebrew is very f{triking, 

and, if it has not been contradicted by men 

‘more learned than himfelf, deferves weal 


tion rather than contempt; as it was pro= 


| bably the original reafon why Puritans, who 


ftudy the Old Teftament more than Ro- 


manifts can, or Anglicans 2wil/ ftudy it, have 
‘been‘led to baptize their children with long 


fentences, as. this famous one, 
If Chrift had not died for thee thou hadft been damned—Dobfon, 
by this means obliging the perfon to re- 


collet his Redeemer, every time he figned 


his own name; a practice of good intent, 


but leading on to abfurdity of the grofieft if 


kind, as in the blockhead who fancied fome 
virtue contained in the NOMINAL DISTINC- 
VOL. Il Tae ie Sh TION 
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si0N of Mefopotamia, only becaufe he had 
read that word in the Bible. 

_.To return however to our Welch critic : 
He fays, “ that the NAMES impofed by the 
Hebrew language were generally fuch as 
betokened the nature, or fome eminent pro- 


perties of the things NAMED, or were com- 


pounded of fuch as did—witnels the Ante- 


‘ diluvian nameés of the firft patriarchs,. well 


worthy the confideration of modern Jews, 
who upon examination will find that they 
contain and myftically exhibit a concife and — 
wonderful {cheme of prophecy, in their own 


Hebrew tongue, of the reftoration of fallen 


mankind by a bleeding Meffiah; as will ap- 


pear by the following table : 


Adam, | — Man, 


Seth, — fet or placed, 
RtCiiee ‘ oe in milery, 
‘Kainan, woe lamenting: 


Mahaleel, 
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Mahaleel, — blefled God 
Jared, aa fhall come down, 
Henoch, — teaching, 

Methufelah, that his death will fend, 
Lamech, to humbled {mitten man, 
Noah. Biiiaae confolation. 


Such a ciriofity in literattire might ata 
tract attention at any time, mioft of all furely 
in this aftonifhing century, when fuch va-« 
rious events prefling forward urge the i:na= - 
gination to expect full greater. The far, 
which mitaculoufly fhone forth in the Eaft, » 
may poflibly at no diftant period illuminate 
the ten tribes, and light them on their ré- ; 
turn to happinefs and favour. Mean time 
all Orientalifts give appellations after the 
Jewith manner I believe: Abdalla means 
Servant of God, as I have read ;— Soliman, or 
Solomon, for ’tis the fame they fay, implies 
peaceable, as doth our common Saxon ter- 
mination fred. Winni fred is Win-peace; 

E32 Alfred © 
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Alfred is All-peace; while fome ancient 
writers take notice that the zames of barba- 
rous nations are ever concife and expref- 
five: It was therefore deemed a duty in old 
times to keep up the honour of the NAME. 
Severus, Probus, and Aurelius, “were called 
fui nominis imperatores; and when Clothayre, 
king of France, was baptized, one ftood by 
‘the font and cried, | 


Crefcat puer! et hujus fit nominis executor, 


One might add to all this, that Marechal 


Saxe married a lady he had no violent at- 
tachment to, only becaufe her Chriftian 
NAME was Vidtorre. Nor did fhe conquer 
_him at latt ; they lived ill together, and 
parted. 


NARRA-= 
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od 


NARRATION, ACCOUNT, RECITAL. 


* 





IN order to give a good account of 
the faa (fay we), “tis neceflary to hear a 
clear RECITAL of the circumiftances ; but if 
we mean to make a pleafing NARRATION, 


thofe circumftances fhould not be dwelt on 


. too minutely, but rather one felected from. 
the reft, to fet in a full, light. Whoever 


means to pleafe in converfation, feeing no 


perfon more attended to than he who tells 


an agreeable ftory, concludes too haftily that. 


his own fame will be firmly eftablifhed by 
a like means; and fo gives his time up to 


the colleGtion and RECITAL of. anecdotes, 


Here, however, is our adventurer likely 


enough to fail; for either his fact is too no- 


torious, and he fees his audience turn even 
involuntarily away from aq tale told them 
yefterday perhaps by a more pleafing narra- 

E 3 {Or 5 
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tor; or it is too obfcure, ae peapable of 
intereftine his hearers. Were we to invef- 
tigate the reafon why narratives pleafe better 
in a mixed company, than fentiment; we 
might difcover that he who draws from his 
own mind to entertain his circle will foon 
be tempted to dogmatize, and aflume the 
air, with the powers of ateacher; while the 
man, who is ever ready to tell one fomewhat 
unknown before, adds an idea to the liften- 
er’s ftock, without forcing on us that of our 
own inferiority —He is in poffeffion of a fact 
more than we are—that’s all; and he com- 


municates that fact for our amufement, 








NATION, COUNTRY, KINGDOM, 
egy Te! 
ARE all of them collective terms, well 
underftood, and at firft fight only fynony- 
mous. A moment's refleétion fhows us 


many 
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many COUNTRIES which are not king- 
doms, and fome KINGDOMs which include 
not the whole NATION to which they ap- 
parently belong. ‘The firft of thefe words 
is ufed in fome univerfities for the diftinc- 
tion of the fcholars, and profeflors of col- 
leges, The faculty of Paris confifts of four, 
and when the procureur of that which is 
called the French NATION fpeaks in public, 
his ftyle is Honoranda Gallorum Natio. 1 
hope they have changed their phrafe now, 


when all KINGDOMS, COUNTRIES, NA- 


TIONS, and LANGUAGES, unite in abhor- 


rence of their late difgraceful condu& to- 
wards the good houfe of Bourbon, {fo named 
from Archibald Borbonius in the year 1127, 
whofe imprefs was a globe, and round it 
this anagram of the earl’s name, Orbi bonus. 
The times how changed in this fatal year 
to Frenchmen, 1793! : 
Strokes of national character, national 
humour, however, {till exift: with regard to 
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the latter, we fee their bons mots ftill un- 
tranflatable beyond thofe of other kingdoms; 
and our authors plunder French comedies 
in vain; the humour lofes and evaporates: 
witnefs Farquhar’s endeavour to force into 


his Inconftant *, the gay reply made by Le 


prince de Guemene, when Louis Quatorze’s 


queen, a gtave Spaniard, ferioufly propofed 


putting the famous Ninon de l’Enclos among 


les filles repenties.—“ Madam,” anfwered 


the courtier, “ elle n’eff ui fille, ni repentie.” 
‘This was. NATIONAL pleafantry, and will 
not tranflate for that reafon.—-No more will 
that proof of John Bull’s naTionAt cha- 
racter, told of .a fellow, who, when king 
Charles the Firft of England lay before 
Rochelle, was employed by that prince as a 
diver, to carry papers, &c. which having 
done moit dextroufly, the good-natured {o- 
vereign bid him name his own reward.— 
“« Something to drink your majefty’s health, 


Sa 


sce Farquhar, vol. ii p. 52. 


that’s 


_ ge 
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that’s all,” quoth thé man. “ Blockhead !” 
exclaimed the duke of Buckingham, who 
ftood in prefence, and was provoked at his 
ftupidity for afking nothing better, “ why 
didit not drink when thou wert under wa- 
ter?” —“ Why fo I did, mafter !”’ replied the 
clown ; “ but the water was falt you know, | 


fo it made me the more a-dry.”” 





NECROMANCY, DIVINATION, ENCHANTMENT, 





GO. for fynonymes only becaufe they 
have been rejected all together as impoffi-. 
bilities, or elfe condemned all together as 
crimes :—they are firictly not fynonymous, 
however. The firft, which means calling 
up the fhades of dead men to.inform us 
éoncerning our future fortunes, does not 
appear to be in any fenfe within the power 
now of living wight; and when it was, 
God made firi& laws to forbear the exer- 


i . tion, 
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tion of fuch NECROMANCY, which could 

only produce fad and melancholy effects. 
fleaven from all creatures bides the Book 
of Fate: for which reafon DIVINATION of 
all kinds, either by Sortes as the ancients 
uled, or by chiromancy, which the modern 
eyplies vainly pretend to, or by aftrological 
{peculations—or by fympathetick touch, or 
animal magnetifm—or any other method, 
fhoyld be difcouraged by fociety, and pu- 
nifhed by our laws; inftead of publifhing © 
the Conjurer’s Magazine, and advertifing 
the lady in fuch a ftreet, who profefles the 
knowledge of futurity, and gains an infa- 
mous livelihood out of the folly of her fel- 
low creatures. Natural ENCHANTMENT 
meantime certainly does fubfift, and the 
powers of fafcination exerted from animals 
towards each other are too flrong to be de- 
nied. The great ferpents of India live by 
the powers of their eye, which they fix on 
{mali birds, fo as to detain them on a twig 
till 
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till caught—and incapacitate them from fly~ 
ing away, till, like Congreve’s Old Bachelor, 
treated in much the fame way by a pretty 
wench, they run into the danger, as he fays, 
to avoid the apprehenfion. A fetting dog 
exercifes fomewhat of a like art upon the 
partridges I think; and that a moufe will 
_ run down the throat of a large toad confined 
in the fame {mall room, has been proved 
by ocular demonftration. 

The three words’are for all thefe reafons 


not fynonymous. 


NEUTRALITY ano INDIFFERENCE, 





THESE words appear fynonymous when 
applied to public ufe; but if pronounced 
upon common or domeftic occafions, one 
is apt, the other impertinent. I muft make 
mytelf underftood by example. 

We 
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We fay then properly, that, had Great 
Britain looked coldly on the late occurrences 
of Europe, had fhe beheld the invafion of 
Holland, the maffacres in France, the mur- 
der of a blamelefs fovereign, and the daily 
outrages committed againft religion and 
good morals, with fullen NEUTRALITY 
and frigid INDIFFERENCE, her punifhment 
would foon have commenced by the effects 
of that fpirit of profelytifm that diftinguithes 
fanatics and deifts, and prompts them to 
carry confufion into every ftate—ruin, over- 
whelming ruin upon every church, 

On the other hand fhould we, {fpeak- 
ing of a marriage, obferve how a couple 
once fo apparently united, now look on 
each other with NEUTRALI RY) all would 
laugh ; ‘the word in this cafe muft be 1N- 


DIFFERENCE, the other will not do. 


NIMBLY, 
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NIMBLY, QUICKLY, SPEEDILY, SWIFTLY, 
FAST. 





_ THAT thefe adverbs are not ftridly fy- 
fionymous—can I verily think be learned 
only by converfation, or by trifling books 
like this, wholly and folely colloquial : and 
a foreigner muft give up fome empty mo- 
ments to the mere chat of our language, be- 
fore he finds out that ’tis moft agreeable to 
common ufage to fay that a rabbit runs very 
NIMBLY for a little while, but has no 
ftrength or breath to continue long the fame 
“pace ; while we tell each other familiarly 
how the king’s meflehger came sPEEDILY 
from Madrid the other day with fome good 
news, which he could not have done nei- 


ther, but that the packet fails very swiFTLY 


—No, not if he had been as famous for walk-. 


ing FAST as Powell‘ the Pedeftrian, who 


went 


CE ee ena rare rece eae nec —————— TO LL eT gg Tg ae 
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went on foot to York and back again if 
five days, When he was five-and-fifty years 
old. | , 
Meantime ’tis no bad general rule to ree 
collet, that the firft of thefe adverbs is 
fearce ever ufed but of {mall things, and 
upon flight occafions; that the laft is in mot 
common and daily fervice; and that the 
other two are moft expreflive if we fpeak 
concerning a grayhound or a race-horfe. 
The word nimpty feems at fir fight 
incapable of being made fublime on any 
occafion—it has however a firiking effect 
upon the ftage in thofe incantation fongs 
where the witches enumerate their pleafures, 
in Macbeth; and is wonderfully feconded 
by Purcell’s mufick,* when they fay, | 


We nimbly, nimbly, nimbly, nimbly, nimbly dance 
our fill, 
To the echo, tothe echo—of fome hollow hill. 


Thefe we muft remember though to be 


Demons, 
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Demons, or Pifkies, in whom activity is — 


{till fuppofed to be combined with malice 
and mifchief ; the words are not Shake- 
{peare’s, but belong to an old and curious 
drama on the fubje@ of Rofmunda, and 
called The Witch, a Tragi-Comedie. But I 
fhall forget the fynonyme fecond on our 
lift; and although by that method I fhould 
undoubtedly finifh my work more quicK- 
LY, it would be exceedingly ill done in- 


deed, and deferve very heavy cenfure. 


s od 


- NOTORIOUS, APPARENT, EVIDENT. 





THESE run in a fort of climax; for a 
thing may be made APPARENT to fome, 


when ’tis by no means EVIDENT to many, 


Or NOTORIOUS to ail. . The laft word has of - 


‘late years contributed to drive the other two 
eut of good company—although our beft 


a authors, 
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authors, in colloquial and eafy ftyle, ufe it 
‘commonly in a bad fenfe. While the fuperi- 
ority of Englifh failors on all well-tried oc- 
cafions has been EVIDENT, and while it 
was APPARENT that our fea-officers under- 
ftood the forming a line, and choofing a 
happy moment for engaging, &c, it is No- 
ToR:0US that the French fight againft fails 
and rigging: ever ftudious to avoid clofe 
encounter, they provide for efcape before 
they begin the battle, which on their fide 
confifts chiefly in employing the enemy 
upon other bufinefs, by diftrefling them for 
want of fhrouds, tackling, and the like— 
thus impeding the return of the veffel 
home after a victory, and giving up immes 


diate glory, for future mean advantage. 


NOW, 
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NOW, AT PRESENT, THIS INSTANT. 





WHILE metaphyficians expand. their 
fubileties into imperceptibility upon this fa- 
tal monofyllable, one would hope that con- 
-verfation might go on without difpute con- 
cerning what flies away like the witches in 
Macbeth, who, while we contend about the 
nature of their exiftence, make thenyelves air, 
into which they vani/b. So, alas! does Now; 
the prefent moment pafling away even before 
the word is written that explains it. We may 
tell foreigners, however, that ’tis ufual in our 
Janguage, when calling in a hurry, to cry 
NOW, Now, as the quickeft expreflion, I 
fuppofe, for urging another to immediate 
afte. “Art PRESENT we cannot come to 
you.-—is a common phrafe—He was here 
THIS INSTANT, means, ’tis not an inftant 
{carcely fince he was here: but it does cer= 


VOL. II. k tainly | 
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tainly mean time fa/?; for one fays to a 
perfon who looking round miffes the indi- 
eign fought for—-Why, fhe is here Now, 
cannot you fee her? | 
I thought we ‘were to begin upon the 
fubje Now, fays a man impatient of de- 
cifion. We will begin THIS INSTANT, re- 
plies his cooler friend (meaning a future 
time, though near) ; AT PRESENT it would 
not be fo proper. Thefe things are difficult 
to foreigners; nor can I guefs why both 
time paft, and time to come, fhould both 
be hourly and commonly éxpreft by THIS 
INSTANT, which at firft view appears ime 
proper enough. In a converfation when it 
was propofed to write an impromptu upon 
Now, this pretty quatrain was produced by 
Della Crufca, who had been afferting that all 
paft actions were nihilities, and the 1mme- 
diate moment was the whole of human ex~ 


iftence. aes \ 
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~Qhe endlefs now flands o’er th’ eventful ftream ! 
Of all that may be with coloffal ftride ; 
And fees beneath life’s proudeft pageants gleam, 


And fees beneath the wrecks of empire glide, 
A partial friend in company replied : 


’Tis youfs the present MOMENT to redeem, _ 
And powerful fnatch from time’s too rapid ftream, 
.. While, felf-impell’d, the reft redundant roll, 


Slumb’ring to Hagnate in oblivion’s pool. 


We have wow I think pretty well ait 
patched this fynohymy. 


it. | 
NOXIOUS, MISCHIEVOUS, PERNICIOUS, 
HURTFUL, BANEFUL, 





ARE all, except one, words of contemp- 
-tuous abhorrence: yet may a foreigner mif- 
apply them, if not informed that we call a lion 
a deftru@tive animal, and the Apulian fpider — 
a Noxious infe&; whilft all agree that a 

ae MISCHIE- 
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MISCHIEVOUS boy is at any rate a very of- 
fenfive and tormenting inmate to a grave 


gentleman or elegant lady : but if he fhould 


once take a fancy to put laurel leaves in their 


tea- pot, fuch a trick might prove PERNICIOUS 
to the whole family, as that plant is in its na- 
ture HURTFUL, and a diftillation from it 


not only poifonous, but actually BANE- 


pu; the man who {wallows laurel water 


not living long enough, ’tis faid, even to fet 
down the cup; fo fudden and fo dreadful 
are its effeéts. Such reflections fhould make 
us fhun people who are faid to be only 
MIscHIEVOUS, as they are likely enough 
to.end in being moft PERNICIOUS compa- 


nions. 


weiM a NOYSOME, 
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NOYSOME, OFFENSIVE, DISGUSTING. 





THE firft of thefe unpleafing adje@tives 
is of late commonly written NorsomeE, be- 
caufe derived from the Italian nojofo " as it 
takes root immediately however from our 
own Englith verb to ANNOY, it has a claim 
to the y-Grec. °Tis not the more fynony- 
mous with noxious or deftru€tive, becaufe 
we find it fometimes attributed to things 
which are dangerous in their nature: for’ 
although the {mallpox or peftilence are juft- . 
ly called NOISOME difeafes, it is not be- 
caufe they kill, but becaufe they OFFEND 
us, that they are fo termed. A bad {mell 
can fearce attack life, but it has.a juft pre- 
tenfion to all the epithets upon the lift: 
fo has indecent talk, which is exceedingly 
OFFENSIVE and DISGUSTING, and drives 
delicate people from a company as furely as 

Pao the 
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the fox drives the badger from his hole, by 


an equally NOISOME contrivance. 





NUGATORY, THIN, SLIGHT, FLIMSY, FUTILE, 





ANY thing of a texture nearly approach 
ing to aerial, any thing near the nature of 
elouds, and eafily blown away, might, one 
would fuppofe, have fair pretenfion to thefe 
adjectives—yet we appropriate them to par- 
ticular matters by mere colloquial cuftom :— 
they are fynonymous only when {peaking of 
certain empty tales, or arguments void of foli- 
dity, which may without difhculty deferve 
them all ; but we cannot fay a filk however 
SLIGHT is NUGATORY, or call a THIN muf- 
lin, though foon worn out, a FUTILE mode | 
of drefs—without grofs pedantry. . One of 
the pretty books in our language moft re- 


-fembling 
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fembling the French was, is perhaps read 
the lefs for having a modeft title, and be- 
ing called Nuga Antique ; whilft a hundred 
FLIMsy compofitions of infinitely lefs value 
attract the eyes of our young people, and 
pleafe a-trifling age, which although it pro- 
feffes to defire amufement only, not inftruc- 
_ tion; the book that pleafes it muft be dog- 
matical, though the reafoning be sLicuT ; 
and thofe melodies Which charm mutt be 
called imple, not FLIMSy. Our drefs and 
eonverfation being of ‘late calculated for 
mere TPHinnefs, we will hope fuch fafhions 
may be FUTILE, and that the NuGATORY 
reports, empty nothings made on purpofe 
to delight fuch fylph-like characters, will 
fade away on approach of a new year, 
teeming as it appears with very ferious 


and weighty events. 


F 4 TO 
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“TO NULLIFY, TO ANNULL, TO DISANNULL, 
TO MAKE NULL AND VOID. ° | 


Re? 





THESE verbs ftand in converfation 
chiefly. in.the place of the verb to annihi- 
late, or rather between that and the fofter 
phrafe of to render ineffectual. Hooratio’s 
arguments, fay we, were rendered NULL 
and voip, at leaft in my opinion, by what 
our friend Cleomenes urged againft them: 
but no man better knows than he, how to 
NULLIFY the difcourfe of his competitor 
without annihilating the {peaker cither in 
his own eyes, or thofe of the auditors; as 
a good legiflator sh fee the way to. AN- 
NULL a ftatute no longer ufeful or neceflary, 
without taking away by direat annihilation 
all trace or remembrance of its former uti- 
lity. The third verb i is a favourite among 
the e vulgar here j in England, who 3 aur, 

it 
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it comically enough. I afked the late Lord 
Halifax’s gardener for a walk and fummer- 
houfe I ufed to fee at Horton: “ There was 
{uch a walk once (replies the man), but my 
Lord DIsANNULLED it.” | 





NUMB, TORPID, MOTIONLESS, 





ARE not fynonymous, becaufe they are 
mere gradations of the dreadful malady 
which fome animals have the power of pro-- 
ducing in others, given them apparently for 
felf-defence, as the gymnotus electricus and 
torpedo in particular. The fenfation they in- 
duce often however comes by nature, or fome 
accidental injury done to the fpinal marrow, 
which renders a. limb “firft NuMms, or with 
fomething like a’ half confcioufnefs of. the 
privation befallen it, which faint power of | 
feeling goes off when the {fenfes become 


~ more 
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more TORPID; and it feems to me that the 
perfon, who: inftead: of quickening his pace 
flands moTIoNLESs in the hour of furprife 
or terror, difeovers a fatal difpofition or ten- 
dency in the habit to thofe difeafes fo difh- 
cult to cure and fo melancholy to behold ; 
where life fubfifts but to exhibit a picture of 
diftrefs, where the animal furvives the man, 
and holds him up a fhame to medicine, a 
beacon for philofophy. 


OBSTINATE, PERTINACI O.US, FIXED, 
. RESOLUTE, STEADY, PERSEVERING, 
"CONSTANT. 





THESE take different acceptations te 
agree with their fubftantives when ufed ia 
their proper places; and even as adverbs, we 
fay in general that aman is PERTINACIOUS 
in attack, OBSTINATE in‘ defence of -his 


3 argument ; 
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argument ; and fometimes we may fee peo- 
ple FIXED in belief, while they are far 
enough from being consTANT® to the 
practice of fuch virtue as their faith requires. 
RrsoLvTe feems a paflive quality of the 
mind, and sre aby fhould be ever oppofed 
to zclination, as it feems to imply upright 
nefs and: inflexibility—walking right on- 
ward, without turning (as fays the Scripture) 
to the right hand or to the left: , 

True, ’tis a narrow path that leads to bii{fs; 

But right afore, there is no precipice : 

Fear makes men look afide, and fo their footing 

milfs. Drypen. 

Of the remaining word | find the moft 
elegant example in the preface to Jacob 
Bryant's Book of Mythology.—“ We are 
often (fays he), by the importunity of a PrR- 
SEVERING writer, téafed imto an urifatié. 
factory compliance, and yield a painful -af- 
‘fent ; but upon clofing the volume our fcry- 
ples return, and we relapfe into doubts and 


darkne{s,” 
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darknefs.” Such is not his own, mode of 
convincing, however. His Treatife on the 
Authenticity of Scripture, and the Truth of 
our holy Religion, can find no rival nearer 
than Grotius; whilft our Englifh Differtation 
ought to be neglected by no rank or condi- 
tion of men, who. efteem found learning, re- 


vere piety, or wifh for clear information. 








TO OBSTRUCT, TO THWART, TO HINDER, — 
TO RETARD. 





THESE words can fcarcely fure be 
thought fynonymous, while daily experience 
fhews us fome foolifhly officious endeavours 
to RETARD a journey, a marriage, or difpo- 
fition of an eftate, which at laft can perhaps 
only be THWARTED, not finally HIN DER- 
ED—or ii at length it fhould remain fruf- 
trated for ever, thofe who contributed to 


OBSTRUCT 
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ospsTRUCT the bufinefs will have difcovered 
more petty malice than deep thought upon 
the fubje& ; which would inform fuch rea- 
_foners, that he who leaves an event clear of 
perplexities and difficulty is more likely to 
fee it neglected or forgotten, than the man 
who ftimulates paflion by oppofing its vio- 
~ lence with feeble checks, and accelerates the 
rapidity of its current by laying weak ob- 


ftructions in its way. 





OCCASION saxo OPPORTUNITY 


ARE often miftaken for fynonymes by 
fuch as, being accuftomed to think in French 
or in Italian, tranflate into Englifh as they 
fpeak ; and rejoicing in an OPPORTUNITY 
~ to introduce a phrafe with which they were 
before acquainted, wait not to produce it on 
a proper occasion: for books will but in- 

Ns creafe 
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creafe fuch difficulties, and the ftudy of our 
colloquial language in elegant and well-in- 
ftructed focieties alone can fmooth it. “My 
chief reafon for undertaking a work fo need- 
lefs to others, fo hazardous to myfelf, was 
becaufe it afforded me an OPPORTUNITY of 
fhewing my ea in the fervice of foreigners: 

for which purpofe of being ufeful to them, I 
hourly wifh my abilities were greater, hav- 


ing every moment OCCASION gratefully to 


-recolle& the pleafant: days I {pent in Italy 


principally, where I was myfelf a ftranger, 
and where I experienced that delicacy of at- 


tention and evident defire to be pleafed with 


all I faid, which ingratitude herfelf would 
find it difficult to forget, while one fpark of 


felf-love yet remained care ee in her 


bofom. ’ 


OFFICIOUS, 
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e \ > , 
OFFICIOUS, FORWARD TO RENDER UNDE. 
SIRED SERVICES, IMPORTUNATELY KIND, 
TROUBLESOME. 





THE firft word here is commonly ufed 
in a bad fenfe certainly, and fo _Johnfon un- 
derftood it in his Dictionary ; yet we find 
him many years after confidering it more 
tenderly, when fpeaking of a dead depen- 
dant whom he loved, he f{ays, | 


Well tried through many a varying year, 
See Levett to the grave defcend ; 
OFrFIcious, innocent, fincere, 


Of every friendlefs name the friend. 


~ Johnfon, indeed, always thinking negleét 
the worft misfortune that could befall a man, 
looked on a charafter of this defcription 
with lef averfion than I do, who am apt 
to think that among the petty pefts of fo- 
ciety, after a weak foe comes an OFFICIOUS 


friend — 
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friend—who, like the man in Theophraftus, 
holds his acquaintance by the button to en- 
treat his care for his own /j/er’s health, till 
the caufe is loft which he was going to de- 
fend— who. crams your fick children with 
cake, advifes immediate inoculation, and 
‘fetches in the furgeon himfelf, that the bufi- 
nefg may. not’ be delayed —who hurries peo- 
| ple into marriage before the fettlements are 
drawn, advifing them not to put off their 
happinefs, but {teal a wedding while the old 
folks are confulting, &c.—who proclaims a 
bankruptcy which might have been pre- 
vented, and gives you notice to fave what 
you have in his hands, by taking up goods 
initead of cafth—who, in his zeal for the re- 
conciliation of his two beft friends, traps 
' them into a.fudden meeting, {huts them inte 
a room together before their refentment is 
cooled, crying Now kifs and ke friends, you 
honeit dogs, do; and ftands amazed to hear 
in an hour’s time that they have cut each 


other’s 
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_-Other’s throat, Thefe men deferve a rougher 
appellation than TROUBLESOME : yet’tis the 
‘‘courge of their acquaintance to be obliged 
now aiid then to look civil upon and even 
to thank them for their impoRTUNATE 
KINDNESs3--while, FORWARD TO RENDER 
UNDESIRED seavices—tfuch they pretend 
to think them—fellows of this defcription 
fit at home wondering at the world’s ingrati- 
tude, when every houfe which has common 
fenfe within its walls fhuts them out at the 
rate. : | 


. 
aa ae 





es 





~~ 


ORATORY, ELOQUENCE, RHETORICK. 





» , TO curfory readers thefe words may pofs 
fibly feem to approach nearer to fynonymy 
than they will be found to do on clofer in 
{peGtion and feverer ferutiny. Rach term 
looks back perpetually to its derivation; and 

VOL: IIs G | the. 


whe 
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the firft of ther is even in our common talk 
‘naturally applied to him who folicits, re- 
queits, befeeches, pleading fome caufe of the 
‘helplefs or diftreffed, with ELOQUENCE of 
addrefs and fkill in RHETORICK. The ori- 
ginal fenfe, as ufed in our courts of chan- 
‘cery, when the perfon fupplicating 1s ftyled 
your ORATOR OF ORATRIX, lies full con- 


-cealed under our colloquial language, and 


“we yield the palm of orATORYto him who 
beft knows the arts of per/uafion. For War- 


wick is a fubtle ORATOR, fays one who 
fears his powers of entreaty, in Shakefpeare’s 
“Henry the Sixth; whilt ELoqueNcE im- 
plies more properly a plenitude of words, 
‘and adroitnefs in arranging them, with a 
{weet voice and pleafing volubility of utter- 
ances Without all thefe’tis difficult te-thing 


as a perfet RHETORICIAN; though I have 


~ feen filent ORATORY more capable of touch- 


" Ing*our hearts than any tropes or figures— 


aye; or than all-the graces of neat articu- 


lation, 
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lation, added to all the ‘fcience of RHETO- 
RIcK. As proof of this, who would not 
rather choofe Mrs. Siddons to plead a caufe 
for immediate pardon from one’s fovereign 
than Sheridan or Fox? Phrafeology is con- 
founded and invention frozen before the ge- 
nuine expreflion of a throbbing heart ; and 
- Quintilian faid truly, that to {peak well we 
mutt feel fincerely, This was in cafes of 
ORATORY, however. ELOQUENCE is fhewn 
in defeription chiefly ; and though it does 
not fet the place defcribed before your eyes 
more exaCtly than lefs ornamented difcourfe 
would have done, it gives a momentary eX 
altation and delight to the mind, calls round 
a pleafing train of imagery, and furnifhes 
| elegant ideas for future combination, 
I have a friend particularly eminent in 
fuch powers of charming her audience; who, 
although they leave her fociety more dazzled. 
perhaps than inftructed, find perpetual 
- fources of entertainment by reflecting Me the 
CS ae {cenes 
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feenes fo fweetly brought before their views 
in words fo choice and well adapted, yet 
poured forth with fluency. which knows not, 
and copioufnefs which needs not hefitation. 
When the reads this, however, Mrs. P- 


wil! acknowledge that’ the very rules and 





terms of RHETORICK are unknown to er, 
i’ reat is the diftance between our candi- 
dates for fynonymy. Tis in the Houfe of 
Commons we muft feek inverfion and 
prolepfis, every figure of the art, employed 
with all the fkill of thofe who feek to baffle 
where they fcarcely mean to convince—or 
where, convinced already, they mean to main- 
tain the fide they have chofen to fupport, in 
defiance of the champions oppofite, to whofe 
triumph they with not to bear witriefs, Here 
ORATORY has no place, according to Dr. 
Johnfon ; who faid no man was ever per- 
“fuaded to sive a vote contrary to what he 
“intended in the morning, by any arguments, 
er any’ ELOQUENCE ‘heard. within thofe 


walls, 
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walls, He faid too that no preacher, hows 
ever popular, ever prevailed on one of the 
congregation to give more at a charity fer- 
mon than he had refolved. on at leaving 
home. Thefe pofitions may be true; yet is 
‘ORATORY acharming thing, ELOQUENCE a 
fine thing, and RHETORICK a great thing— 


for it comprifes them both, 








ORDER, METHOD, REGULATION, 
ARRANGEMENT. 





THAT thefe words were or were not fy- 
nonymous might have been always doubtful; 
that the qualities they defcribe are neceflary 
to fociety, remained uncontroverted till a 
very fhort time ago. ‘Truth is, that in every 
ARRANGEMENT there muit be METHOD, | 
and to obtain oRDER we mutt begin by RE- 
GULATION. For although it was'well af- 

Ge, ferted 
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ferted in an admirable fermon preached at 
one of our great London churches, and 
printed at the requeft of an affociating com- 
mittee, that equalization was a thing impof- 
fible, and that whenever the attempt is made 
fata! will be the confequences; but the event 
muft always be the fame: becaufe agitation 
cannot alterthe nature of fluids or their fpe- 
cific gravity— when the agitation has ceafed, 
fays this excellent writer, the true level of 
each will be found—Some experiments mili- 
tating againft this apparently certain pofition 
prompt my fears, left in moral as in natural 
philofophy, there is more danger of fome 
parts being devoured by the reft, than this 
author feems to apprehend. Yet ’tis well 
known that one ounce of camphor will be 
fo diffolved and apparently fo annihilated, 
that neither fcent, nor tafte, nor alteration of 
tranfparency can be found in the phial, if 
grated into an ounce of alcohol ; ’tis likewife 
known, that by addition of fome fair clean 


2 water 
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water the camphor fhall again be difengaged 
from the {pirit, and rife to the furface once 
more, white, folid, perfect, without diminu- 
tion of its weight, fmell, or medical efficacy 
from the experiment. 

Things have, I fear, a natural tendency to 
relapfe into that chaotic ftate whence they 
_ firft were called forth by the voice of God, 
‘for the comfort and advantage of his reafon- 
ing creatures ; and when they impiouily re- 
ject thofe comforts and deny thofe advan- 
tazes, one trembles left the WorD which fe- 
parated the confufion into various ORDERS, 
and METHODIZED the beautiful ARRANGE- 
MENT, fhould by repeated infults be pro- 
voked to withdraw the infpiring breath, at 


touch of which, 


When Nature underneath a heap 
Of jarring atoms lay, 
And could not heave her head ; 
The tuneful voice was heard on high, 
Arife, ye more than dead! 
Oe Re oi "Then 
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Then hot, and cold, Nae moift, and dry, 
In ogpeRr to their ftations leap, j 


And mufick’s pow ‘robey. DRYDEN. 


When God in aittah no longer fends me 


- grace among mankind, we fee them foon de- 


generate into much worfe than beafts. Na-~ 
ture’s limits are quickly leaped over, when 
the curb of religious worthip is flung afide : 
as our cool camphor is no longer fonted 
where the incalefcent furor prevails over: 
every particle, and melts it undiftineuifhed 
in the general miafs. There would it lie eter- 
nally, if the clear element was not once more 
thrown in, to prove thofe powers of refufci-_ 
tation which only can belong to purity im- 
maculate. Lofs of ORDER in the ARRANGE- 
MENTS of civil fociety would produce, nay 
does produce, the moft fatal of all confe- 


quences; while rewards for induftry and ex- 


_citements to honourable a€tionsare no more; 


the very words Lofs and Gain, Virtue and 


“Vice, muff be erafed from our new vocabu- 


Se 


7 , Lyon aay 
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jJary, and Dante’s Infcription on the Gates of 

Hell fet in their place; for where all are equal 

within, thefe words do well without ; 
Lafciate ogni {fperanza voi ch’ entrate. 


* Leave Hope behind, all you who enter here. 





ieauenems eee ls — 





ORNAMENT, EMBELLISHMENT, 
DECORATION, 





MUNDITIIS capimur, fays Ovid; and- 
our ftern philofopher Johnfon confeffed that 
the world was a pill no mortal could endure 
without gilding, Tet then life’s theatre en- 
joy its due DECORATIONS, nor hope that 

. any acting will make it fupportable without. 
them : for although every ORNAMENT does 
not contribute towards the EMBELLISH= 
MENT of that which it is deftined to adorn, 
we fhould attribute the failure to unfkilful- 


nefs—— 
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nefs—remembering that the words are not 
ftricly fynonymous, and that Pope faid 
wifely, 

Even in an ORNAMENT its place remark, 


Nor in an hermitage fet Doctor Clarke. 


Neither of the other fubftantives would here 


have expreffed the poet’s meaning; becaufe 


fetting the ftatue of a courtier in a hermitage, 
or lone cell devoted to retirement and folitary 
fpeculation, was a manifeft breach of pr- 
coRuM, whence the laft word upon the lit 
takes its derivation—and as EMBELLISH- 
MENT of the Queen’s garden was the pur- 
pofe aimed at, Pope reafonably enough rail- 
lies the awkward difplay of ORNAMENT, 
where nothing was made more beautiful by 
the addition, To pecorars life however 
with honours, orders, titles, and fhews of 
well regulated feftivity, has ever been ac- 
counted politic and rational; nor can J think 
thofe individuals either wife or good who 


feek 
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feek fo feduloufly to level all diftinctions, to 
deftroy all the oRNAMENTS of life, and re- 
duce man to his primeval ftate of favage 
hunger and unfeeling ferocity. Such fpirit 
of returning to a fituation long efcaped from 
argues no philofophic vigour in this age, but 
rather exhibits fomewhat of fenile debility. 
The ferpent’s tail here comes too near the 
mouth ; and when original notions fpun out 
to thinnefs, or ficklied over by dotage, dif- 
cover a difpofition of reverting weakly to the 
firft colour, *tis a bad fign indeed : .an ugly 
fymptom, proving the world’s old age, and 
confequent tendency of going back to baby- 
hood ; imitating as the year does at fall of 
the leaf that fhed of bloffoms which precedes 
the fpring. Oh! let us ftill beware a wintry 
fun, wHole oblique rays but ferve to dazzle 
and confound our fight, and never rifes high 


enough to warm or cheer us! 


ORTHODOXY, 
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ORTHODOXY, SOUNDNESS OF OPINION, 
NOT HERETICAL. 





| THE firft of thefe only expreffes in a 
word what the others explain periphrafti- 
cally, and is become a word much out of 
fathion, as is the quality underftood by it: 
nor can I guefs where foreigners could ever 
have heard it named, among good company, 
had not the late attempts againtt its very ex- 


iftence forced it into notice. Swift fhould 


have faid concerning ORTHODOXY ‘that 


which he predicated not fo truly of Religion 
herfelf—that fhe refembled q foot-ball left 
in the dirt neglected, till fome one. kicking 
it began the game, which oftentimes was 
carried on with hazard to the players’ lives, 
when once well entered. This is all admi- 
rably expreffed with regard to religious 
OPINION ; while the true worfhip of God 

may 


a 
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tay well refide in the heart, and the four 
firft commandments be devoutly obeyed, yet 
éfcape man’s obfervation of our condudt: 
for myftic piety confers with heaven, little 
difturbed by controverfial reafoning ; but 
Church Eftablifhment is in ifs own nature a 
eaufe of public concern, and if good order is 
to be preferved, and Ecelefiaftical Authority, 
ordained by God himfelf—let us refolve to 
maintain ORTHODOXY, and keep HERETIW 
€AL OPINIONS from being publicly broach- 
ed among us, by every means confiftent with 
Chriftian charity—of which it is a branch - 
to preferve our youth from being tainted 
with a defire of difputing or deriding holy 
ordinances, long complied with by their 
betters, after examinations which the prefent. 
contemners of them have I truft fcarce time 
or fcholarfhip enough to inveftigate before 
they throw them afide. Long indeed has 
our old Anglican epifcopalian church ftood 
ake the rock among the rapids of Niagara, 


ee increafing 


; 
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increafing in fize and ftrength from every 
effort to overturn it: and although for that 
purpofe fanaticifm fhould fer a while co- 
operate with infidelity, long will it yet 
remain, fpite of the plan which Mr. Burke 
difcovered before its open avowal—the re- 
cular and not ill-laid plan, invented latterly 
by French philofophers, for deftroying the 
Chriftian religion in this quarter of the 
elobe—defiring, as we now plainly fee they 
do, to leave the church of Chrift a lifelefs 
clay, a caput mortuum, or at beft, like their 
own haplefs prince, a fine nomine corpus— 
torn by the tiger, drawn dry by the weafel, 
and preyed upon when putrid by buzzing 
mufquitoes, non-deferipts in pigmy vora- 


city. 


OSTEN- 
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OSTENTATION, PRIDE, VANITY, SELF) | 
. SUFFICIENCY, 





CAN fearcely be called in a ftri& fenfe 
fynonymous; if one may fay with truth, as 
ture ‘tis eafy, that though a man fhall be 
well-bred enough fincerely to defpife the 
making empty OSTENTATION of his ta- 
Jents, he may neverthelefs feel fecret com- 
placency, and even PRIDE in them , which 
oppofition from an equal, or any other well-_ 
managed collifion, will infallibly force out, 
with unequivocal marks of that laft-named 
quality’s conftant refidence in his heart; while 
boyith VANITY often prompts people of muck: 
meaner abilities to attra notice in conver- 
fation, from ill-underftood paradoxes, &c, 
till they have been clearly fhewn how SELF- 
SUFFICIENCY forms deeper refentment al- 
moft in every breaft than even ferious inju- 
tics by fraud or force; and that it is the 


peculiar 





a6 BRITISH SYNONYMY. 


peculiar province of good breeding to tea 
ftrain thofe violent attacks it makes upon 
one’s peace, and upon what the French em= 
phatically call a man’s amour-propre: Other 
examples might be given of thefe offenfive 
difpofitions ; for we refufe to falute an infe- 
tior through PRIDE I believe, and meanly 
folicit attention from people of higher rank 
out of pure fimple vanity: but gayer OS~ 
TENTATION difplays her pretenfions tc 
‘notice with abfurd pomp, while brutal seLFr- 
SUFFICIENCY defpifing help, and hooting 
away inftruCtion, gréfsly aflumes that which 
the reft are courting, and, {iff in brafly im- 
pudence, thrufts all afide, feizes the firft poft; 
and keeps it till kicked out. 

The different cures for thefe different dif- 
eafes of the mind point out their various 
_ pathognomic fymptoms—as in corporeal ma- 
ladies, the marking fymptom points out the 
‘mode of cure; for OSTENTATION. will 
ever be beft extinguifhed by ridicule, and. 

pas PRIDE 
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PRIDE by mortification. Vanity, light in 


her own nature, takes wing immediately at 


the firft fight of contempt, or even neglect ;_ 


while SELF-SUFFICIENCY owns no confua 


tation but a cudgel. Doétor Young fays 


prettily, That the vain man fs a beggar of 


admiration—Now to be a beggar, adds he, 
is no creditable profeffion ; yet is he more 
noble who begs bread, than he who begs a 
bow, for the bread is more worth. , Theo- 
phraftus meantime, than whom no man 


feems more deeply to have penetrated the 


receffes of the human heart, gave the world, - 


three thoufand years ago almoft, the fketch 
of an OSTENTATIOUS character, very 
happily, when he fays, that, to fhow all 
Athens how he lad facrificed an ox that 
day, 4zs hero ftuck up the creature’s head’ 
and horns upon the front of his houfe, that 
no paffer by might mifs feeing it, or fail to 
witnefs his opulence and piety. I have, 
however, feen this inftance of folly furpafled 
VOL. I H by 


ee I eS Da 
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by an acquaintance of my own, whofe OS< 
TENTATION, combined with VANITY and 
lying, prompted him to purchafe pea-bulls 
of the great fruiterers early in April, at eigh- 
teen-pence the bafket, only to fling before 
his door, that thofe who pafled through Par- 
liament Street to the Houfe of Commons 
might be led to think he had been eating 
green peas at a guinea the pint—elegancies 
he very wifely avoided, as he was in his 
own perfon neither a profufe man nor an 
epicure, though for the fake of being ad- 
mired’ by fuch characters he wifhed to he 
thought both. 


TO OVERREACH, TO CHEAT, TO DEFRAUD; 
TO DECEIVE, TO TRICK. 





THESE verbs, though almoft equally. 
difcreditable, are not for that reafon wholly 


fynony= 
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fynonymous, while a man fometimes DE- 
FRAUDS, who never for a moment DECEIV- 
ED one: and the juggler that CHEATS our 
fenfes only, but that with neatnefs of finger 
well called leger-de-main, is eafily OvER- 
REACHED the very next morning at market, 
by fome of the fpe@ators whom he TRicK= 
ED the night before, getting their money 
from one hand, or one pocket, to the other, 
without their own knowledge or confent. 

The ftory of Decius and Alcander is the 
completeft extarit, I believe, to the purpofe 
of keeping the firft of thefe words clear of 
all the reft—Here is a fumthary of it Mile 
from memory : 

Deciiis then; a man of gteat figure, that 
had large commiflions for fugar froin abroad, 
treats with Alcander a Weft India merchant: 
both underftand thé. market, yet cannot 
quickly agree, as Decius, being a man of 
fubftance, thought reafonably that no ore 
| pee to buy.cheaper than himfelf, and Al- 
| Hivay cander 
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cander not wanting money had certainly 
a right to ftand for his price. While they 
talk on, however, Alcander’s fervant brings 
him a letter, informing him of a much larger 
quantity of fugars coming over than was 
before expected. Alcander now withed for 
nothing better than to fell at Dectus’s price, 
before the news was known ; but, fearing to 
appear precipitate, drops the difcourfe, and, 
commending the weather, artfully propofes 
they fhould enjoy it together at his country 
feat. The affair happening on a Saturday 
early in May, Decius accepts the invitation, 
and away they drive inj Alcander’s coach, 
agreeing to return om Tuefday morning to 
London. | 

Meanwhile Decius, riding out upon an , 
eafy pad of his friend’s to get him an appe- 
tite for Monday’s dinner, meets a gentleman 
who tells him the Barbadoes fleet was all 
deftroyed by a ftorm; and adds, that before 
he left the city that morning fugars were 


rifing 
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rifing apace, and that 25 per cent. at leaft 
would be the advance by ’change time. 
- Decius now returns, and refumes the dif- 
courfe which Alcander was moft defirous 
to bring forward: and however eager one 
was to buy, the other felt no lefs paffionate 
defire to fell :—weary alike too of counter- 
feiting indifference, Decius, the moment 
dinner was removed, throwing a guinea 
gayly on the table, ftruck the bargain at 
Alcander’s price, and gained next morning 
200l. by his fugars. . 

Here was no CHEATING, no DEFRAUD-. 
‘ING; yet Alcander, while he ftrove to ovER- 
REACH his neighbour, was paid in his own 
coin, s 

There is a phrafe congenial to fouls like 
thefe, and ufed too often; faking a man IN 
is the expreffion: I only print it that it may 


be avoided for ever. 


iH 3 PACE, 
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x _ PACE, STEP, GAIT, MARCH, WALK, 





Come, but keep thy wonted ftate, 

With eyen step, and mufing GaIT, 
Says Milton in his Penferofo; and in fuch 
fenfe thefe words are colloquially ufed too, 
for they, though apparently, are not in {tric- 
nefs fynonymous. The firft is always ap- 
plied to brittes, and the horfe upon fale 1s 
commended for doing his PACES well, whilft 
| "the boarding-{chool milfs receives praife for 
| the elegance of her Gait. The sTEP aa 
a DANCER attracts our applaufe; but the: 
foldier’s frm MARCH calls for our efteem, 
and conneéts with ideas of dignity, courage, a 
every fource of the fublime. The hafty 
WALK of a penny-poftman, or the folemn 
WALK at a funeral proceflion, is appropti« 
ated to the laft word upon the lift; _ | 


And by her graceful warx the queen of love was known. 


I ye- 
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T recolle& but one paflage where PACE is 
made poetical, and that is in Hawkefworth’s 
beautiful Ode upon Life, where the fhadows 
 xife— | 

Age! my future felf I trace, 

Stealing flow with feeble pack; 


Bending with difeafe and cares, 
All the load of life he bears. 


While Pope’s famous triplet places the fourth 
svord upon our catalogue in the moft happy 
light, when he fays fo truly, that 


Waller was {mooth, but Dryden taught to join. 
The varying verfe, the full refounding line, 


The long majeftic MARCH, and energy divine, 


PAIR, COUPLE, BRACE, 


ALL mean two of one fort, yet cannot 
they be deemed true fynonymes, while 
FI 4 fucl., 
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fuch arbitrary modes of ufing them prevail, 
A PAIR of eggs, or a COUPLE of coach- 
horfes, would be ridiculous ; and though 
every Englifh gentleman, fportfman, lady, | 
or fervant, in our king’s dominion, naturally 
calls two carp, two pheafants, or two orey= 
hounds, a BRACE; yet foreigners muft be 
told fuch trifles, or they never can learn 
them; becaufe a PAIR of ducks, and a 
COUPLE of woodcocks, is equally common 
and regular.—lItalians are as arbitrary ; they 
fay un par duovi in familiar talk; and 
though little difpofed to laugh at fuch mif- 
takes, I truft a Roman Abate would fcarce 
keep his countenance, if he heard one call 
the couple of eggs brought up for one’s 


{upper at an inn wna bella copia. 


PART I- 
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PARTICULAR, PECULIAR, SINGULAR, 


APPEAR fynonymous adjectives adver- 
bially ufed, yet can {carcely be rated fuch upon 
clofe inveftigation. We fay that Timon is 
a SINGULAR fellow, nice in his felection of 
intimates, but firmly attached to thofe he 
has once chofen, and oddly refolute to believe 
nothing in their disfavour, though the accu- 
{ations may be fupported by proofs undenia- 
ble to the reft of mankind. He adheres 
with equally inftin@ive clofenefs, however, - 
to a fathion as he does to a friend, and by 
fo doing gives himfelf a mighty parTicu- 
LAR appearance in his manners and drefs, 
‘which looks like the date of the year 1759 
upon his back, and fets the boys and girls 
o laughing —very little to his concern; for 
having a confcioufnefs PECULIAR to him- 
{elf that he is not defpicable, he has no no- 

2 tlon 
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tion how completely he is defpifed by per- 
fons, whofe approbation greater men than 
Timon are contented to court at the ex- 
pence of things-eflential to their true hap. 


pinefs, 


PARTS, POWERS, MENTAL QUALITIES, AC. 
COMPLISHMENTS, TALENTS, GENIUS, 
FACULTIES OF MIND. 





DOCTOR Jounson always faid there 
‘was a fex in words; if fo, the firft of thefe 
has, belonged by cuftom immemorial to the 
men, the third of them to the ladies. By a 
man of PARTS however, or a ‘woman’ of 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS, is not meant one 
whole powerful and overruling GENIUS 
impels him to the exercife of any particular 
art or fcience, Her/chel or-Siddons. No; 
fuch a defcription fuits the late earl of Hunt- 

ingdon, 


<a e 
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ingdon, or celebrated, duchefs of Queenf= 
berry ; and whilft I would give Burke and 
_Johnfon as examples of great and general 
POWERS, | would inftance Elizabeth as a pers 
fon poffefled of peculiar TALENTS for go- | 
_ vernment in her day, as the late Lord Chat- 
ham in his; and fay, that John duke of 
Marlborough had prodigious TALENTS for 
war, while Frederick the Third of Pruffia felt 
the military GENIUS. ‘Truth is, whoever 
lives in the happy pofleffion of ereat, MEN= 
TAL QUALITIES may, by turning every 
FACULTY OF HIS MIND to one fet purpofe, 
form by degrees that which we calla Ta- 
LENT for fome particular f{cience, art, or 
ftudy ; and [ doubt not but Mr. Pope might 
have been as good an aftronomer or chy-~ 
mift as ever he was a poet; fo might Me- 
taftafio probably, had they concentrated their 
powers, and faftened them on ¢bat branch 
ef knowledge inftead of the bough they 
chole; while Shakefpeare, Ariofto, Handel, 

i Fergufon, 
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Fergufon, muft have been what they were, 
and that of neceflity : ¢hezxr GENIUS was tog 


powerful for them to ftop or turn. 








PARTY, DIVISION IN THE STATE, FACTION, 





THESE cannot be fuppofed naturally 
and neceflarily fynonymous, whilft each 
PARTY in its turn calls the oppofite one a 
FACTION, with intent to difgrace it in the 
eye of fuch as lament thofe DivisioNs IN 
A STATE which force them into the lifts on 
either fide. When England was rent with 
commotions in the latter end of king Charles 
the Firft’s reign, the firft appellative of fcorn 
was thrown by thofe who flocked round the 
royal ftandard at their republican opponents, 
whom the cavaliers now firft called round ° 
beads, from their manner of wearing the 
hair cut fhort, or at moft curled in one row 

about 
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about the neck behind; and ’tis obfervable, 
the rigid Proteftants of Germany {till hope 
fome merit may be claimed by being feen 
out of powder with fleek round heads, and 
for the moft part a bright brafs comb ftuck 
behind ; while gentlemen in Italy and Spain 


are yet going by the name of cavalieri fince 


the holy war, ‘to which they went on horfe- | 


back, while plebeians walked on foot. But 
anew diftin@tion foon broke out in Britain, 
where the laft-mentioned called themfelves 
petitioners, and the loyalifts, abhorrers, from 
their repeated expreflions of the abborrence 
they felt againft men who difturbed their 
fovereign’s and the public’s tranquillity. Into 
the abufive names of zhig and tory however 
all others foon dropped, and by thefe names 
the ariftocrates and democrates of our coun- 
try have till now been known. Of thefe 
Rapin fays, “ The moderate tories are the 
true Englithmen — have frequently faved 
the flate, and will fave it again (prophetic 


may 











who will not be fufpected eafily I imagine 
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may his words prove!) whenever it fall b2 
in danger either of defpotifm from the ef: 
forts of the very violent tories; or of repub- 
ficanifm from the very violent whigs ; for,” 
continues he, “the moderate {tate-whigs 
with little more than to maintain with unre+ 
mitted attention the privileges of parlia- 
ment, and only lean in every difpute to the 
popular fide; while the tories watch wich 
equal care over the royal prerogative, re- 
gardful of its rights and jealous of its in- 
fringements. Epifcopalians and puritans in 
like manner foftened down their diftin@ions, 


and were beft known in the fucceeding 


reigns by name of high and low church- 


men; the firft being moft ftrenuous to fup- 
port the hierarchy; the fecond, vigilant te 
prevent any ftretch of ecclefiaftical power.” 


Till thefe unhappy times, however, avarchi/ts 


ptofefledly fo called were never heard of 


in any church or ftate. Lord Bolingbroke, 


of 


C- 
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ef an hypocritical regard for our holy relia 
gion, fays in this manner: “Some men 
there are, the pefts of fociety I think them, 


- who take every opportunity of declaiming 


againft that church eftablifhment which is 


received in Britain; and juft fo the other 
men of whom I have been fpeaking, affect 
a kindnefs for liberty in general, but diflike 


fo-much the fyftem of liberty eftablithed — 


here, that they are ‘inceflant in their endea- 
vours to puzzle the plaineft thing in the 


world, and to refine and diftinguith away 


the life and flrength of our conftitution in. 


favour of the little prefent momentary turns 
avhich they are retained to ferve. And what 
would be the confequence I would know, 
if their endeavours fhould fucceed? I am 
perfuaded,” continues he, “ that the great 
politicians, divines, philofophers, and law- 
yers, who exert them, have not yet prepared 

and agreed upon the plans of a@ new reli- 
| gton, and of new confiitutions in church and 


- A. ‘ fate, 
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flate. We fhould find ourfelves therefore 
without any form of religion, or any civil 
government. The firft fet of thefe miflion- 
aries would haften to remove all reftraints — 
of religion from the governed, and the latter 
fet would remove or render ineffectual all 
the limitations and controuls which liberty 
has prefcribed to thofe that govern, and thus 
disjoint the whole frame of our conftitution. 
Entire diffolution of manners, confufion, 
anarchy, or at beft abfolute monarchy, mutt 
follow ; for it is probable that in a ftate like 
this, amidft fuch a rout of lawlefs favages, 
men would choofe ¢Hat government, rather 
than no government at all.”” Thus far the ele- 
gant and fpirited differtation upon PARTIES 
bears teftimony to a necefiity for religious 
and civil fubordination, in thefe days openly 
denied and combated, to the terror of every 
feet, the aftonifhment of every party. Againft 
the prefent FACTION, then, let all modifica- 
tions of chriftianity and civilization haften 


to 
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40 unite; when even this laft quoted infidel 
would, were he now alive, lend his afl ftance 
to-crufh thefe profeflors of atheifm and vio- 
Jence, thefe traitors to human kind,. who 
under a fhow of regard rob them of their 
dearett rights, and render the royal, the pa- 
rental, the marital authority —for each is con- 
nected with the other—a jeft for fools, a. 
fhadow of a fhade. 


PHILANTHROPY, CHARITY, BENEFICENCE, 
GENEROSITY, BENEVOLENCE, KINDNESS, 
FRIENDSHIP, 





Ld 


ARE not I believe exatly fynonymous. 
For ever feparate, yet for ever near, will a 
well-inftruGted foreigner find them after 
long refidence in this nation, fo juftly cele- 
brated for its GENEROSITY, yet knowing 
little of the joys of FRIENDSHiP—a word | 

OL eee now 
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now proftituted to political purpofes ; -while 


thofe perfons are by fome new perverfion 


of language ftyled FRIENDS of the people, 


who feek with more than ufwal diligence to 


gzuin and miflead them—luring them. for- 


ward to deftroy that nobility they may now 
reafonably hope, by. deferving, to obtain ; 
and pull down thofe limits of civilized life, 
which like the Jars in mulic make all the 
harmony of compofition. The comfort is, 

highly-enlightened populace fee: and 
condemn their falfehood; nor will be duped 
by fuch apparent fhews of BENEVOLENCE 
in their deluders, whilft all their tables af- 
ford talk of perpetual cenfure, eternal deri- 


fion, accompanied with ftrong defire of de- 


-rogating from each exalted charater, and 


giving hints for defamation even of thofe 


individuals—the very cenfurers would {carce 


be unwilling to affift, were hey fuffering 


pecuniary, diftreis. 


But although our age and country, and 
5 ie a 
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foremoft in the ratiks of BENEFICENCE, of 
which our hofpitals, prifons, and fubfcrip- 
tions for almfgiving, afford undeniable and 
exemplary proofs; the prefent times are 
as certainly unfavourable to FRIENDSHIP, 
which like the tuberofe diffufes its fweets 
moft powerfully 7 a room; and, breathing 
freeft in a clofer air, delights to perfume do- 
meftic apartments, deftined for the comforts 
of focial life; while the more liberal honey~ 
fuckle {catters its fragrance indifcriminately 
on pailers by, like modern PHILANTHRO- 


PisTS, who fo extend their undifcerning 


KINDNESS to every colour, every charaer, . 


every defcription of men, they feem to love 
the human race, not only with their faults, 
but, as ladies fometimes are loved—even for 
their faults. Meantime that high-principled, 
that Chriftian virtue cHARITY, that pure 
love of God and obedience to his will, that 
defire of pleafing 4im which emanates in 
tender care of his creatures, that gentle fpi- 
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rit vatinting not itfelf, thinking no evil, en- 
during all things, and feeking not her own, 
feems to have been the growth of a neigh- 
bouring nation, where the pofleflor of fuch 
faint-like excellence was complimented by 
our countrymen, as well as his own, with 
the titles of ideot, dolt, afs, &c. We faols 
accounted his life madnefs—but “ Wifdom 
will at length be juftified of her children ;” 
for whilft his fubjeéts claffed him among 
the vileft of his ‘fpecies, living and dying 
fated him among fuch ; they exalted to the 
tank of heroes and of demi-deities, Mirabeau, 
Voltaire, &c, only for having exceeded their 
competitors in zeal and ability to diffemi- 
nate the poifon of infidelity, and its fubfe- 
“quent, nay its confequent vices — ftrife, 
murder, rebellion, parriczde. 


PIOUS, 
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PIOUS, RELIGIOUS, DEVOUT. 





“THOSE words are certainly in their 


common acceptation very ftrongly allied: it. 


does not, however, ftrike me that they are 
actually fynonymous; becaufe the fecond 
in particular conveys ideas of a man wholly 
fecluded from é€xternal cares, in order that 
he may attend more clofely to the duties of 


RELIGION; yet a long refidence in coun« 


tries attached to the church of Rome, will. 


now and then exhibit a RELIGrEUXx who is, 
neither PIOUS nor DEVOUT. I mean not 
the empty common-place of {neering at RE- 
LiGious orders, which were originally in- 
{tituted with good though miftaken inten 
tions, which have been corrupted doubtlefs 
to a melancholy ftate of deviation from. 
what was at firft inftituted in each, and 
which are now going to be deftroyed with- 
Bann out 
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out any good that IT can fee mingled in the 
project for deftroying them. A man may 
be however a good and ufeful member of 
many fuch an order, without any exemplary 
PIETY or DEVOTION, if he adhere ftrictly 
to the rules, attend the RELIGIOUS func- 
tions with decent and unremitted pundu- 
ality at their ftated times, and fet a good 
example of regular and fteady behaviour in 
a perfon addicted to ftudy and eminent 
for learning ; while myftic and enthufiaftic 
PreTY often blazes up to a greater height 
among Proteftants, who being lefs reftrained 
by ritual obligation than Romanitts are, fol- 
low fanatic zeal, when once in fight of it, 
with a degree of headftrong violence no 
church eftablifhment encourages, or would 
willingly permit. Witnefs the frantic warmth 
of fancy allowed in each other by the fol- 
lowers of Emanuel Swedenborg, whofe 
empty heads imagine their founder worthy 
ef being not called among the angels only, 
but 





BRITISH SYNONYMY. 119 


but of being found capable of being ufeful 
- to.them as an tnfiructor ; while nothing can 
run further from PIOUS awe, that fears full 
to offend, than fuch vain and arrogant pre- 
tenfions. 
.. The truly pevour man difclaims them : 


humble in his heart, and firm in his con- 





dud, he fights or trades, or braves the ele- 
ments by fea, or adminifters juftice at home, 
or fearches deep the ftores of hidden know- 
ledge, or {weetens that knowledge by poetic | 
numbers, according as his mode of life re- 
quires —ufing his talent to the glory of God, 
and DEVOTING all his powers to zs fervice 
——He ‘neither fhuns the world nor feeks it, 
but as'a means of his falvation; by ufing, 
not» abufing Chriftian liberty —He impofes 
on himfelfno new duties of a RELIGIOUS 
life profeffed—He neither fhrinks into a mere 
reclufe, nor flames up into a myftical and 
madly prous intruder of his notions on 
mankind; but, charitable to all, defires to 

I4 affift, 
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affift, saad not condemn, his fellow-labourers 
jn the true Chriftian caufe. ” oy h 

Were I to place the name of Hutton un- 
der this picture, he would be offended; but 
I may tell my readers how one of his female 
miflionazies for North America replied to 
Doétor Johnfon, who afking if fhe was not. 
fearful of her health in thofe cold countries, 
received for anfwer, Why, Sir, lam DE- 
VOTED to the fervice of my Saviour; and 
whether that may be beft and moft ufefully 
carried on here, or on the coaft of. Labra- 
dor, ’tis Mr. Auiton’s*bufinefs to fettle—I 
will do my part either in a brick-houfe or a 
{now-houfe, with equal alacrity—for you 
know ‘tis the fame thing with regard to my 
own foul. 

This was a DEVOUT woman, of which 
fort I know not how many. will be found ; 
but the przcurfor of our Lord preached no 
other. doétrine than this—/e did not bid 
the foldiers quit their profeffions, or tell. 

3 them 
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them that their ornaments were diptin blood: 
he only commanded them to do no vio- 
lence, but reft contented with their wages, 
{iremember. He did not, as it appears, 
confider even the publicans’ calling as ne- 
ceffarily deflru@tive of their. falvation who 
purfued it, but enjoined them “ to exa@ 
no more than was appointed.” He treat- 
ed not any honourable defignations of life 
as profane, but taught repentance of our 


fins, not of our fituations in this world— 


where St. Paul likewife, who was the fol- . 


lower, as St. John the harbinger of Jefus, ” 


{ays briefly, Whatfoever you do, do it to 
the glory of God—and that furely is true 
DEVOTION. " 


ee 


-. POET, WRITER, AUTHOR,. 





ARE in their own fenfe of the words 
certainly not fynonymous—the firft has 


ever 
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ever exalted his art above the ref; and fo 
certainly does every man of learning openly 
or tacitly aflent to the poxrt’s fuperiority, 
ledving all other WRITERS who cannot 
make verfes, apparently {o diflatisfied with 
themfelves, that even our immortal Bentley 
thought it necefiary to try : and Dodfley has 
preferved a few faint ftanzas, in which we 
may perceive that firft-rate name ftrug- 
gling for unmerited praife in a.cold imita- 
tion of Evelyn, rather than not leave him- 
felf recorded as a competitor for poetic lau- 
rels. Johnion, half in jeft half in earneft, 
when his Imlac feels the enthufiaftic fit, 
and goes on for fome pages aggrandiz- 
ing his own pxofeflion, makes the’ Prince 
of Abyflinia ftop him at length with thefe 
words—Enough! thou haft convinced me 
that no human being can ever be a POET, 
And I well remember one day at Sir Jofhua 
Reynolds’s houfe, fome gentlemen coming 
in with a foreigner, to fhew him the pic- 


tures, 
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tures, and pointing out Johnfon’s, when he 


aiked whofe was that ?—Johnfon the philo- 
fopher, fays one in company—Johnfon the 
oreat WRITER, cries another interrupting 
him—Our famous auTuor, fir, faid the 
mafter of the houfe. N’e/f-ce pas la le po- 
ETE? enquired our vifitant. When the 
Doctor came in half an hour after, I afked 
him ‘which’ he loved beft of his panegy- 
rifts—I love none of the‘rogues, replied he 
—merrily—and am only forry it was not 


Reynolds’ who called me the pozr. That 


dog of a Frenchman took it for Ben’s por- 


trait, I’m afraid. 'Thefe fuperior mortals 
how then fhall we venture to clafs? for fome 
might with juftice feel offended, even in 
the fhades, were they placed as mere equals 
with the refl;—for though all fich for the 
facred name of poet, all muft not fit on 
the fame bench I think with Homer, Shake- 
fpeare, Milton, and Ariofto: and if other 
great Greek names, with Virgil, Horace, 

¢ Taflo, 
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Taflo, Terence, Camoens, cum multis aliis, 
are contented with the fecond row; perhaps 
the third, ftill increafing like. Rhopalic lines, 
fhould be filled up by Corneille, Dryden, 
Pope, Racine, Boileau, Thomfon, Rowe, 
Young, Swift, and a long honourable e¢ 
cetera. 1 know, not whether the Englith 
have many of what I call fecond rate pozrs 
to boaft:—ours, unlefs Spenfer may claim 
that poft, are all either firft or third, as I re- 
member; which is. the more remarkable, 
becaufe Great Britain exhibits above all 
countries the comforts of mediocrity in moft 
matters—climate, difpenfation of riches, 
talents—every thing but poely ; and there 
I recolle& no one to fill the breach ’twixt 
Shakefpeare and Dryden—unlefs Edmund 
Spenier be allowed that honour, 


PREDIC« 
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PREDICTION anp PROPHECY 


ARE fearcely fynonymous ; while the firft 
feems beft appropriated to the word of mere 
man uninfpired, the fecond to the word of 
God—pronounced either by himfelf or 
fome commiffioned mortal. Such are the 
PROPHECIES contained in the Scriptures, 
many of which are already fo vifibly, fo _ 
_ uncontrovertibly fulfilled, that incredulity’s 
felf fhrinks from their evidence. Among 
thefe are the deftruCtion of Carthage de-- 
nounced in the days of Romulus by Maiah; 
_ the calling of King Cyrus by his name, fo 
long before his birth ; and the final defeat of 
Darius foretold to be effeéted by Alexan- 
der the Great, who was himfelf teftimony 
of its truth, when advancing in rage againit 
Jerufalem, the high prieft Jaddus met him 
at the gate, and the world’s conqueror fell 
at his feet to worfhip the Eternal Father, 

whofe 
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whofe myfterious naine bound on his fer 
vant’s forehead was the only armour oppofed 
to Macedonia’s monarch which could blunt 
his violence. The prieft then led him to 
the holy place, and fhewed: him there the 
book of Daniel’s PROPHECY, written three 
hundred years before thofe great events, in 
which his confli& and victory over Perfia 
were fet forth. Meantime the foe of man- 
kind, mindful of the power which the fore 
fhowing of futurity muft give to the true re- 
ligion, imitated on his part by falfe oracles 
thofe denunciations of infpired writers, and, 
availing himfelf of people’s natural propen- 
fity to liften after ambiguous phrates, de- 
ceived his votaries by vain PREDICTIONS, 
and that in Croefus’s cafe fo very notorioully, 
that. Ginomaus the philofopher contiders 
them, in a paflage preferved by Eufebius, as 
‘mere cheats ; whilft he imputes the decep- 
tion to Jupiter, and never feems to fuf- 
pect, as Bayle and other modern {ceptics 

do, 
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do, that all the deceit was. a trick of the 
priefts to gain money and credit from the 
vulgar. That thefe oracles, whatever they 
were, ceafed at our Saviour’s « ming, can 
{carcely be denied ;—and Pere Balthus, Li- 
brarian to the Jefuits. College at Rheims, 
a learned man, who died no longer ago 
than the year 1 74.3, faysin his Reponfe a 
PHiftoire des Oracles, écrite par Monfieur de 
Fontenelle, that they were real oracles ; which 
Bouchet’s Letters from India confirm, add- 


ing, that the fame things ftill faintly fubfitt 


in the Eaft—among Pagan nations—but . 


fade away in proportion as the Gofpel is 


propagated; an aflertion Krantz corrobo- 


rates in his authentic and entertaining ac- 
3 count of the Greenland Angekoks, Certain 
it is, that where there is leaft true faith, 
moft credence is beftowed on vain PREDIC= 
TIONS; and this obfervation is fo fure, that 
Homer makes his Cyclop, whom he de- 


{cribes as eminently atheiftical, the fod 


lefs 
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cfs Polypheme, find out when Ulyfles ef- 


capes him— 


This Telemus Eurymedes foretold, 
The mighty Seer that on thefe hills grew old; 
Skill’d the dark fates of mortals to declare,, 


And learn’d in-all wing’d omens of the air. 
Which Ovid has extended: 


Telemus interea Siculum delatus in equor, 


 'Telemus Eurymedes quem nulla fefellerit ales, &c. 


‘Nor can I fancy the prefent age quite as 
eminent for its fpirit of orthodox belief, as 
I find it fkilful and acute'to dig out declara~ 
tions of fomething to come from Lacey’s 
Warnings, or Fleming’s curious fermon ; 
which, inflead of being confidered as an at- 
tempt to explain the PROPHECIES of St. 
John’s Apocalypfe, is now half looked up 
to, as being in its own felf prophetic: a 
miftake which would have grieved, not 
flattered the ingenious author, whofe fkill 
in calculation deferves much refpe&, and 


whofe 
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whofe prepicTion refpeting the fate of 
France has béen furprifingly verified, as all 
Europe muft allow. Indeéd, the préfent 
firange ftate of things around one prefetits 
perpetual temptation to imagine fome ap- 
proaching change: Great events have mark- 
ed every two thoufand years from the begin- 

' ming; and when we fee each ftep Time treads 
towards thé third grand period, ftlamped 

| with uncommon preflure, who can forbear 
recolleCting the idea fhadowed out by the 


primitive Fathers, and. maintained with 


firm perfuafion by Laétantius, of thofe bufy ~ 


fcenes likely ts precede our laft fabbatical 
days, of which every feventh is perhaps a 
type?—The emancipation of the blacks teo 
great and aftonifhing work as it is—will 
in all human probability be effe@ted before 
the end of this century, and remind men 
perhaps of the old Sybil’s PROPHECY, 
which faid fo long ago, that when Afric 
| recovered, Mundus would expire: a faying 
then underftood at Rome of the world’s 
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end ;—but when Juftinian’s general of that 


- name died in Dalmatia, they confidered the 


PREDICTION Aas fulfilled. 


But why recur to Sybilline oracles >The 


Roman Eagle as exhibited in vifion to Ef- 


dras, + with his triple crown—feeble and 
phime-plucked ;—the memorable verfes in a 
fucceeding chapter foretelling that there fhall 
be fedition among men, invading one ano- 
ther ;. that they fhall not regard their kings 
and princes, but the courfe of their a@tions 
fhall ftand in their own power; for there 
fhall be a great infurre@tion upon them that 
fear the Lord; they fhall be like madmen 
{paring none, but fill {fpoiling and deftroying 
them that: fear the Lord—Such events com- 
ing to pafs before our own eyes, accompa- 
nied with what our Saviour has Lzm/elf 
foretold, concerning the diftrefs of nations 
with perplexity—men’s hearts failing them 
for fear, and for looking on thofe things 


which come upon the earth—do certainly 


fuffice to. aftound fome minds ; and form:a 


frightful 
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frightful combination of circumftances in a 
country where every one, indoéi dotligue, 
prefumes to expound according to his‘own 
fancy, paflages from holy writ :—and ’tis but 
afew months ago that there appeared in 
{ome public print of the day, the following 
- numerical calculation of the fix huhdred and 
| fixty-fix, faid to be the number of the beaft in 
Revelations ; for, fays St. John, his number 


is the number of a Man, and by that count 


here it is afcribed to Lewis the Fourteenth 


_ of France, who laft afpired to univerfal mo- 
narchy.—Vide St. Fobn’s Apocalypfe, chap. 


Xvi. Ver. 18, 
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¢ , 
' Now Bifhop Newton, Diodati, and al+ 
moft ail the learned proteftant writers, ex- 
plained this paflage by the word Lateinos— 
but it is the number of a man, not of a lan- | 
guage Or nation. I willfay no more about it, 
however, having this moment heard a true 
anecdote related, that feems as if it ee been 
made on purpofe—which it was not—to 
throw a jult ridicule upon me, and upon all 
fuch unknowing and incompetent pokers | 


into PROPHECY. An ordinary man in otr~ 


ry here afked his curate, if he did not think 


this war would go hard with the French! 
--Nay, I am _/wre it will, added the fellow : 
for I was reading in the Bible but this morn- 
ing, and found fomewhere in Ifaiah thefe 
remarkable words—“ Mount Seir fhall be 
brought low.” Now, fir, you feethe prophet ° 
mut have meant that Mounfeer hall be 
brought low.—Can ignorance or folly go ~ 
further ? 


PREFACE, 
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PREFACE, PRELUDE, PROEM, PROLOGUE, 
| EXORDIUM, 





THESE words, though acces allied in 
fynonymy, muft not be ufed with indiffe- 


rence by foreigners, becaufe their propriety 
depends upon their places. We fay the 
PREFACE to a book—the PRELUDE to a 
piece of mufic—the PROLOGUE written for 
a new play—and, the EXORDIUM to a rhe- 
torical compofition. Tully calls it ai ipficilli 
ma pars orationis ; but, by what I can un- 
derftand, the Latins ufed péroration more, 
and ftudied the art of {peaking more than 
their mafters the Greeks did; who appear 
in every thing to have produced more im- 
mediate effect with {mall apparent pains 
than any other fet of men:—'tis fo. wit! 


or iginality in every thing. 
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Sal thought, and thought, and mifs’d her aim, 

While Ned ne’er ftudying won the game, SHENSTONE, 
Thofe who follow indeed muft neceflarily 

ftudy, or they will not even fave a point; 

while the inventorof the game, knowing all 

its combinations, may like Philidor play on 


the violin while he conquers the greateft pro- 


feffors at chefs, But we have forgot one of 


the words upon our lift—prozm—juft for 
this reafon—becaufe it is forgotten in con= 
verfation language, whence it is left out as 
too fublime, while PREAMBLE is turned 
out as too vulgar I believe, though all of 
them were at firft of equal value. If even 
in words therefore ‘this fighed-for equality 
cannot be kept, let us not think of it in 
any thing elie, Water lies level naturally, 
that is in its watural ftate, but cold wrinkles 
and’ curls it up ; while heat tofles it into vi- 
olent inequalities. Neither is its vafural ftate 
fettled by philofophers any more than the 
natural fate of fociety; fome authors con- 


3 ; tending 
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tending (among which, names of no les ce- 
; lebrity than Boyle and Boerhaave may be 
found) that water is a folid body of the 
cryftalline kind, put by heat into a preterna- 
tural ftate, like any other mineral, which, by 
a ftill greater degree of heat, is driven into 
fufion likewife ; but muft not for that reafon 
be ranked among real fluids. If water then 
may be denied fluidity by fubtle arguers, mat 
may alfo be denied the natural di {pofition 
we have hitherto believed it poflefied of — 

to keep its level, and maintain a regular and 
equal farface ; and’if equality can be found 


neither in the natural world nor the litera- 


ry one (for to prove: this lait pofition we 


need but look over our fynonymes), it will 
with di ifficulty be detected in any thing-- 
leaft of all in the place tis now fought for, 
fociety ; where he» who finds it will oe fur 


perior to us all—and then, 


Like following life in creatures they diffeét, 


We lofe it in the moment wé detect. 
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PREROGATIVE ap PRIVILEGE. 





THAT thefe words are not fynonymous, 
a foreigner foon learns from that hiftory of . 
England he is commonly induced to prefer ; 
as believing it moft impartial, and, feeling 
it moft eafy to comprehend—]_ mean that 
written by Rapin, who keeps the line very. 
exact between ‘them; whence his readers. 
never can be confoundet or miftake, fo as 
to doubt for a moment that to the people: 
have been granted valuable, PRIVILEGES, 
which ’ iis their intereft and duty to keep 
from violation by continuing to defetve; 
and ftudying to maintain them: while the 
king on his part enjoys* certain PREROGA~ 
TIVE s—advantages not afked FORKS as the vex 
ry derivation i imphes—but inherent: in his 
office,, which he caunot. part. with ; which 
: | Charles 
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Charles the Firft died rather than bafely pre- 
tend to part with; and which Louis Seize 
when he had loft the power of exerting, 
loft his own life, his. family’s. honour, his 
country’s {plendour, and the happinefs of 
his good fubje@s and_ true adherents for 
ever, May the frivata lex, from whence 
the happy Briton derives both literally and 
civilly thofe rights that render him fuperior 
to every ether couhtryman, be long pre~ 
ferved to his defcendants ; while franchiles, 


immunities and priyiLEcks {hall be the. 


well underftood fynonymy of our highly. 4 | 


favoured realm:—and fince it was from 
breach of thefe by our il-advifed fovereign, 
when he violated the PRIVILEGES of parlia- 
ment in that fatal year 1640, that our rath 


forefathers deriyed their excufe for refifte 


ance; and finee even Englithmen, feduced 
by early fuccefg in what was at firft a re- 
{pectable iatention to maintain the rights 
granted them by former kings, went for- 

| . ward, 
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ward, till, not contented with fecuring their 
own juft claims from future infult, they 
{truck at the monarch’s PREROGATIVE, fa- 
ered as his perfon, and having a neceflary 
snherence in his perfon, which fell in the 
conteft—may the words nor their meanings 
be ever more difputed, but the elements of 
our incomparable government—moft re- 
fembling the government of nature itfeli— 
keep their due limits, like thofe of fire and 
water; either of which let loofe upon’ the 
other, confumes the whole of the elemen- 
tary fyftem, and produces, in the nicely-ba- 
lanced world, either a deluge or a confla- 


gration ! 


PREVALENT, 
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PREVALENT, PREVAILING, 





ARE both adverbs expreflive of predo- 
‘minance, not ftrong, but ftrengthening every 
thoment. The laft word being a participle 
‘is in common ufe of courfe, and | think it 
lies a whole fhade nearer to vulgarity than 
the other. We fay that one PREVALENT 
idea poffefling the mind, is a mark of inci- 
pient madnefs ; yet that fome PREVAILING 
opinions fhould keep rule in a man’s head‘is 
neceflary : he will otherwife become an un- 
{teady character, of no credit to his friends 
and no confequence to himfelf, if from fear 
of prejudices he keeps his mind like a carte 
blanche, for any fool to write what he pleafes 


on; or like a fhop-keeper’s dirty flate with a 


fponge tied to it, ready to wipe out one fet 


ef notions at any time, for the more conve- 
sent infertion of another fet. Friendthip is 


commend- 

















140 BRITISH SYNONYMY.” 


commendable, and partiality towards a friend 
pardonable, if not approaching to praife~ 
worthy. Yet the permitting almoft any 
character or perfon fo to monopolize one’s 
thoughts as to PREVAIL over every other, 
and prompt one to talk only of him or her, 
is ridiculous; and ridiculed even if the ob- 
ject of our admiration be fon or daughter, 
although more folly is forgiven to parental 
than to any other fondnefs. A man’s ho- 
neft delight in his own calling is eftimable, 
fay we; but ’tis comical carried to an ex- 
treme, becaufe it fhews the PREVAILING 
tafte too ftrongly. I was once well acs 
quainted with a worthy merchant, who had 
his own portrait painted and hung up in the 
compting-houfle; it was a ftriking likenefs, 
and we commended it as fuch—“ Ay, ay, 
replied the mafter of the houfe, “ you fee 
tis reprefented writing—a pen in my hand— 
that’s like me, fure enough ; for though I 
nevey read your poets much, I took up one 


a . once 
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once by chance, and found a fine obfervation, 


confidering it was verfe— 


Nature’s chief mafterpicce is writing well. 


We muft own,” continued he, “ that that is 


e593 


exceeding good fenfe: : 
Another acceptation of the fecond word 
_ upon our lift, fhews it by no means fynony- 
mous with the firft. It might be afferted, 


"that notwithftanding our war againft France 


was undertaken with pure intentions, and 
the difficulty of avoiding it almoft infupe- 
rable, there is poflibility of our not PRE- 
VAILING -in the conteft, as the many- 
headed montfter feems invulnerable fome- 
how. Perhaps becaufe like Achilles the has 
been dipt in heil’s hotteft river, her rulers are 
like him difpofed to devour even diterally the 
flefh of kings and princes, and to fay, as he 
does to the mortally wounded Hedtor, 
Could I myfelf the bloody banguet join? 


No. To the dogs thy carcafe I refign. 


And 
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And ’tis no doubt the opinion moft PREVA- 
LENT among wife men, that the French 
rulers would make no peace more friendly, 
no compact more eligible, with any of the 
allied powers at prefent, than that propofed 
by the ferocious hero df antiquity when ex~ 
cited by the fpirit of revenge. Over minds 
fwelled with vanity, deftitute of principle, 
and burfting with ambitious rage, even ava- 
rice has no power ; nor could peace be pur- 
chafed by gold, which has an, almoft unt- 
~-verfal fway through the walks of civilized 
life—where, as our elegant fatirift Gay 


fays, 


If you at an office folicit your due, 
And would not have matters negleéted, 

You mutt quicken the clerk with a perquifite too, 
To do what his duty directed: 

Or would you the frowns of a lady prevent, 
She too has this palpable failing ; 

The perquifite foftens her into confent—' 


That reafon with all is PREVAILING. 


TO 
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TO PREVARICATE, TO CAVIL, TO EVADE 
GIVING ANSWERS; TO SHUFFLE. 





THE firt of thele is the politeft; the 
fourth is a word almoft too mean even for 
fo mean a practice: to CAVIL is fearce a 
“fynonyme to the other three; although he 

who PREVARICATES, by catching up words 
in a wrong fenfe, does moft undoubtedly ex- 


pofe the meaning to CAVIL, and that inten- 


tionally. Witnefs the condud of the Ro- 


man foldier, who being taken prifoner by 

‘Hannibal, and releafed on his parole to re- 
turn, took occafion to go back as if for fome- 
thing he had left behind, in order to EVADE 


the oath he had willingly taken: but fuch 


SHU FFLING behaviour was foon condemned | 


by his more honourable countrymen, who 
fent him to receive due punifhment from 
| Hannibal 
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Hannibal himfelf& Franknefs of heart afd 


opennefs of manners are amiable in every 
fituation we can be placed in; and coquet- 
tith PREVARICATION is detefted in all ranks 
and in both fexes. Yet I could-relate a rie - 
diculous inftance of ill effeas atifing—not 
from fincerity, but from leffons given to ins 
culcate fincerity, where the learner had not 
capacity to be taught. A grave gentleman 
I once knew had a niece whom he loved as 
his child, and whofe uncommon beauty 
drew to his houfe a multitude of her ad~ 
mirers. The uncle begged her to make a 
choice, protefted he would never interfere 
with what fo immediately related to its: 
happinels, declaring that ten thoufand 
pounds of his fortune fhould be hers—but 
infifted on her never PREVARICATING with 
any man, or endeavouring to detain hie 
heart while fhe EVADED giving him her 
hand. In order to ftrengthen his precepts 
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_ by-example, he, put Richardfon’s immortal 
. Works upon her fhelf, bidding her take 
Harriet Byron for her model—And now, 
fays he, no sHUFFLING with friends who 


come hither only on your account; and [ 


fhall call.you a good girl, difmifs or accept 


whom you will. ‘The lovers came, and 
_ went—applauding the beauty and candour 
of his fair Amelia ; and when his country- 
3 feat had exhibited a magic-lanthorn of their 
comings and goings for a twelvemonth; the 
wife uncle requefted a new téte-a-téte with 


his pretty niece. And what, fays he, can 


be the meaning, my dear, that none of thefe 


gentlemen's addreffes have pleafed you? I 
_ thought young Brillus a very promifing ge- 
nius, and flattered myfelf you would have 
been of my mind. Eugenio, too, a man of 
birth, breeding, and high conneétions; hand« 
fome, and of good principles ; why did not 
that match take place? And poor Adraftus ! 
the worthieft youth in England, who half 

NOL. Ly L broke 
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broke his heart when he took leave of the 
‘houfe—what can be the meaning of your 
rejecting fuch offers? did not you like the 
men? Exceedingly well, uncle, replies the 
girl ; but they all do go away after they have 
fpoke their minds to me, as they call it— 
“making me a thoufand compliments on my 
-fincerity and franknefs, and never coming 
~again—how can f tell for what ?—But I’m 
~ fure they have no fault to find with me. I 
do as you bid me, and imitate Mifs Harriet 
~ Byron.all I can. It vexed me when Adraftus 
went away fo for nothing at all, and you fay 
it vexed him (fobbing), and I was as kind | 

~ as could be, too; but whenever I tell any of 


* them that I am gre-engaged, they fend for a 
~~ poft-chaife ‘direly. 
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| Sty i a 
tO PREVENT, TO HINDER, 





ARE as bad ftumbling-blocks toa fo- 
* reigner as pre-engaged was to pretty Mifs 
Amelia. The firft of thefe words is fo natu- 
fal to them in its original fenfe, that they 


are perpetually led to ufe it in a way we 


_underftand it not; and fay, I PREVENTED 


_ you of that hole in the ground, why did 
you drive your horfe into it? meaning I 


warned you.—We reply, No, fir: if you 


had fpoken in time, it might have PRE-~ 


_ VENTED this overturn, by HINDERING me 
from going that road. The words, though 
very clofe, are not however pofitively fyno- 
nymous. We fay, The girl in the laft article 
was HINDERED from eftablifhing herfelf to 
her own heart’s content, only by her igno- 
rance of language, and literal imitation of 
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Mifs Harriet Byron, who was really pre-en- 
gaged, which Amelia was not.—Yet might 
this abfurdity have been eafily PREVENTED, 
at leaft its confequences ; had not the uncle 
been as ignorant of life, as his niece was of 
“her book—for then he would not by af- 
“ fedted ferupulofity have laid fuch an empty 
{idiot open to her own, and to every one’s 
| power of injuring her happinefs and peace. 
- Partiality would not have clofed the eyes 
~ fa perfon who knew the world better, and 
, plainer fpeaking would have been a truer 
obligation than nicety, which fuch a crea- 
ture could not expect, and precepts, W which 


“the could not comprehend, 
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PRIMARY ann PRIMITIVE 





“APPEAR at firft fight nearer allied in fy- 
honymy than upon elofer inveftigation they | 
will be found ; yet is their appropriation ra- 
ther arbitrary than well grounded. We fay 


the PRIMARY planets, when defirous to dif- 


tinguith them from their fatellites, which ~ 


are aftronomically termed fecondaries very 
often ; and amongft thefe the moon (be- 
caufe our Own fatellite) is reckoned the 
firft, though I believe fome of Jupiter’s ate 
tendants are no lefs in fize or dignity. Sie. 
mon Marius, a Pruffian, “who firft difco- 
vered them, gave them the names of their 
PRIMARIES, calling that which revolves. 
neareft the body of Jupiter Mercurius Jovi- | 
alis, Jupiter’s Mercury; then Venus Jovi-. 


alis, Jupiter's Venus ; Jupiter Jovialis, Jue. 


piter’s Jupiter ; and Saturnus Jovialis, Jupi- . 
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ter’s Saturn: but in the year 1610, about 
twelve months after, when Galileo firft 
{pied them, he called them after his patron’s 
family name, and they went fome time by 
the courtly appellation of Aftra Medicza. 
In about thirty years more, however, when 
Antonmaria de Reita, a capuchin fryar, got 
himfelf laughed at for fancying he had 
found five moons more to the fame PRIMA- 
RY planet, which in honour of Pope Urban 
the Eighth he denominated Sidera Urbanoc- 
toviana, fuch appropriation of heavenly bo- 
dies to earthly princes became ridiculous— 
the more fo as Reita had in his zeal: for re- 
fearch, and hafte for dedication, miftaken 
five fixed flars in the water of Aquarius for 
circumjovial fatellites, But the Barberini 
Pontiff, too much a man of fcience to be ig- 
norant of Tycho’s catalogue, where thefe 
flars are marked—and too much a man of 
wit, not to difcern the abfurdity of fending- 
his namie down to pofterity on fuch occa- 
i | flons, 
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fidns, defired he might be taken down from 


the cceleftial, globe immediately, and the. 


houte, of Medicis followed his example, 


Of, affections likewife (in the {cholaftic, 


fenfe) we fay PRIMARY as oppofed. to {e- 


condary; mot PRIMITIVE. Time. and; 


place, quantity. and quality, are PRIMARY 


affections :—thofe which derive from: them, 


as continuity from time, divifibility from 
quantity, and the. like, . are fecondaries le 
but when we fpeak of grammatical diftinc- 
tions the other word is. ufed—as world for 


example is a PRIMITIVE, worldly a deriva- 


tive;—and colours are diftinguifhed by the 


terms PRIMITIVE and’ compofite. Dr 
Watts gives his young readers an aid to their 
memory by a fimple. ftanza containing the 
names of the PRIMARY planets, ~ and. a 
word made of thofe initial letters which-be« 
gin the feven PRIMITIVE colours’ violet, 
ndigo, blue; green, >. yellow, orange ‘and 
ted under the form of three fyllables vidgyory 
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which children will never forget’; although 
they muft. remember too, that. green in 
dyeing is a compofite colour, made by. dip- 
ping the ftuff or filk twice; firft in blue, 
then in yellow. ‘The verfes. on. the planets 
are only worth recording becaufe they are 
hiss: but they are worth remembering be- 
caufe they are placed right, fuperior, and 
inferior, according to their rank in our folar 


fyftem ; . 


~ Firft Saturn, Jupiter and Mars, — 
The Earth then rolls among the ftars, 
And round the Earththe Moon's - 
Venus and Mercury come next, 
The Sun is in the centre Aixt, 


And makes a glorious noon ! 


“The laft ‘word is always ufed, I think, 
fpeaking of cuftoms in the primitive church, 
meaning the earlie# ecclefiaftical eftablith- 
ment. To fay PRIMARY on that occafion 
would miflead, and tempt us to fuppofe 
ene higher in: dignity than the reft, when 


ag | we 
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- we would be underftood to {peak of antiqui=: 
ty, ‘not rank—among chriftian churches 
exprefsly prohibited from difputing the lat- 
ter point, and exprefsly informed too, that 
whichever of them should, in defiance of 
that prohibition, ftruggle for and feize the 
maftery over his brethren, fhould be ‘pu- 
nifhed by abafement from that exaltation at 
an hour’ leatt expected :— of which threaten- 
ing prophecy the Romanifts now feel the 
truth and force. In common converfation 
too we talk of PRIMITIVE manners, and 
PRIMITIVE hofpitality, when {peaking of 
only two centuries back I believe ; for few 
writers or talkers do, I fuppofe, pretend to 
extol the mode of life in England before 
Klizabeth’s: reign’: » and hofpitality isa ‘vir- 


tué merely dependant on manners, capable . 


of exifting only while ’tis wanted: and it 
fill’ does exit in Scotland, Wales and Tre- 
Jand, where’ neat inns are’ yet a rarity’; 
‘and the traveller is beft accommodated in a 

ag | gentle- 
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gentleman’s» houfe.* . ‘That: virtue )is, im .a, 
{tate of: melancholy decay... readily allow 5, 
but! that ‘tis more decayed in England than, 
elfewhere, I humbly do yet deny, and fin-, 
cerely difbelicve. That ovr morals are much; 
worfe than thofe of our anceftors I doubt:; 
we now know all the harm that’s done, and, 
we tell even of more than we know:—but 
the old cattle’s felf, the well, the dungeon,, 

and the drawbridge, are ftanding proofs . of | 
the depravity of thofe old ariftocratic times— 
proofs of apprehended outrage and purpofed. 
revenge: fuch are the yet. vilible. marks of 
feudal morality in Bohemia,. Tranfilvania, 
Poland, and Hungary; where life is now 
carrying on much after the fafhion it wore 
lake in Great Britain about 1570, when 
communication between our own provinces 
was fcarce attainable; and if the feeds of 
true religion were mot early fown in men of 
noble families and high fortune, no check 
from external cauies could be found, to,re- 


{train 


4 
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{train hard-mouthed paflion and licentious: 


wantonnefs in them ;’ while ignorance kept 


their vaffals half unconfcious of. the indig-~ 
nities they fubmitted to, and the wife of a 


peafant was fecured from the defires of his 
patron only by her deformity or his for- 
bearance. Yet although I praife not the 
virtue of PRIMITIVE times in England, I 
oppofe not the conduct of our prefent day 
as exemplary -—far from it:—in morals as 
in phyficks, extremes are not unjuftly ob- 
ferved-to meet—and ice on the firkt touch 
feels like fire to the lips. Truth, wifdom, 
excellence of every kind, refide in a middle 
ftate ; while babyhood and fenility are alike 
incapable of exerting or even comprehend- 
ing them. Not only thefe iflands, but the 
whole world feems verging fait to its de- 
cline. Our noon—that happy moment when 
no fhadow can be feen, was fhort indeed :—- 
Barbarifm clouded the morning’s ray, and 
fteamy vapours from many a corrupt and 

ftagnant 
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ftagnant pool, infe& our evening air. May 
Heaven difperfe them. foon, or haften the 
hour when contention with fuch peftilential 
evils fhall be no more—but righteoufnels 


fhall dwell upon the earth ! 





‘PRIMATE, ARCHBISHOP, METROPOLITAN, 





ARE nearly, if not entirely fynonymous — 


in common converfation, and 1 am not 


enough read in Church Hiftory to know 


which was the earlteft word ufed to exprefs 
that dignity ; although one would think it 
was neceflarily ARCH-BIsHopP, if we find 
St. Athanafius and St. Gregory Nazianzen 
beftowing the title reciprocally on each 
other, as 1 have been aflured they do—for 
that muft have been fome time about. the 
syear .350 ;—whereas Hidore Hifpalenfis is 
faid to be the firft who names them among 

the 
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the Latins, and he wrote his treatife on ec- 
clefiaftical offices towards 6 30, after the 
chronicle was finifhed which is faid to give 
-the beft account we have of the conduct 
obferved by the Goths and Vandals ;—and 


tis recorded of this famous Spaniard, that 


he faid an idle monk was doubly 2 finner; | 


in forbearing to labour himfelf. after the 
apoftles’ example, and fecondly in {etting 
himfelf an example likely to be too much 
followed. Meantime bifhops had been the 
‘infpettors or overfeers of the chriftian efta- 
blifhment ever fince we read Saint Paul’s 
exprefs direCtions concerning that ecclefiaf- 
“tical ‘office: they had one at Rome, in the 
| “perfon of Linus a Tufcan, who command- 
‘ed’ that no woman fhould enter the church 
“uncovered, who wrote the acts of Saint 
“Peter, and oppofition of Simon Magus; 
-and who is fuppofed by Eufebius (if 1 am 
f right) to be the identical man mentioned in 
“the laft sia a of the fecond epiftle to 


Timothy ; 





ee 
atl a lacie t Rabi er eae ale 


ae 
anet ig 





pag rca ae 5 Sn ampere 





Sa rma a ci li I ac eR SS 











4158 BRITISH SYNONYMY.® 


‘Timothy ; whilft at Laodicea, whence Saint 


Paul dates that epiftle, there was perhaps 
already a fort of hierarchy eftablithed. The 


term. METROPOLITAN feems to have come 


in much later, immediately after the grand 
council of Nice: and the bifhop of Arles, 
who contefted that honour with fome one, 
being referred to a council at Turin, was 
told, that whichever of them could prove his 
city to be the capital of the province, fhould 
be called METROPOLITAN. After this, and 
out of this, came the word METROCOMIA, 


or principal borough, having other bo- 


roughs or villages under its jurifdi@ion—as 


Tunderftood Door Johnfon, who was zea- 


lous in his withes to fix that diftin@ion 


-apon, Southwark, but never could poffefs 
himfelf of faéts?. he faid, however, the ftill 
_ remaining title of rural dean in our lan- 
“guage, was a remnant of this old Chorepif- 
-copus. PRIMATE isa word now chiefly in 


tife, when we {peak of Ireland ; but ‘at the 


time 
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»Ainie England was divided into eccléfiattical 


-esprovinces, in the year 1152, the ARCH-_ 


BisHop of Canterbury, as chief METROPO- 
“LITAN, claimed to be called primate of 
vail England, while York retained his: pre- 
tenflon to be denominated PRIMATE of 
England, as before. He ftill takes prece- 
dence next to the dukes of the blood royal, 
-and goes before all the officers of ftate ex- 
cept the lord chancellor, poileffing befide 
-) empty honours, the power ef a palatine 
in one county, and jurifdi@iion in crimi- 
nal proceedings: while the ARCHBISHOP 
of Canterbury holds, by the laws and con- 
ftitution of England, powers fo extenfive, 
that fince the days of Laud {carce any one 
\ has-been ever raifed to the dignity, till he 
“was well known for a character of perfo-~ 
nal mildnefs, and of principles which in- 


cline him to moderation in the exercife of 


' thofe prerogatives, the voluntary reftriction 


~ Of which contributes nota little to our 


3 happy 
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happy tranquillity, and takes from all ratio- 


nal minds the fimalleft inclinaticn to leflen 


or curtail them. 








PRINCIPAL, CHIEF, MOST CONSIDERABLE 
OR ESSENTIAL. 





T HE two firft of thefe are fynonymes, 
if our fentence runs thus:—The PRINCI- 
PAL caufe of our wars againft France, for- 


merly, was.a defire of increafing our com- 


merce and dominion; but now the CHIEF. 


reafon for hoftility is the neceility of fecur- 
ing our own, and preferving the tranquillity 
of Europe. We fay, that the moft ESsSEN~ 

| TIAL method of keeping peace at home.in 
_ fadtious times, is to be careful who has the 
charge of CHIEF magiftrate, mayor, &c. ,in 
the PRINCIPAL towns ; becaule his office, 
| ii being 
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being moft CONSIDERABLE, may be fup- 


»pofed to have moft influence. 


The firft word, however, eafily turns into — 
a fubftantive; the fecond ftill more fo, mean- 
ing In every acceptation one primarily or 


originally engaged, not an auxiliary. A. 


prefident or governor is likewife fo called; 


and the mafter of a college or hall is ftyled 
PRINCIPAL in Scotland, where Dr: Roberts 


fon long wore that appellation, which fuited 


his fuperiority of genius and knowledge fo 


well ; though furely difficult enough to ob- 


tain where men of talents are the things 
leaft rarely. met with : a fa@ foreigners ap- 
pear to know better than our own country= 
men. | 3 

- They will perhaps need information, how- 
ever, that a fum -of money lent to govern- 
ment, for which intereft is duly paid, fhould 


be called the pRincipAL. An Englifhman 


® , ° ; bs . toca 
‘learns nothing earlier, or more willingly, 
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than what immediately belongs to calcula~ 


tion, arithmetic, or commerce. | 


I a tr en en peat ee ae Ae SE EAE ERE TERIOR SEL 








PRINCIPLE, ELEMENT, RUDIMENT, PRIMOR- 
DIAL SUBSTANCE. 


OE. 


OF thefe words in common converfation 
we make little ufe, but "tis becaufe converfa- 
tion feldom difcuffes the truths of natural 
philofophy, or traces the maze of metaphyfi- 
eal difquifitions, elfe we fhould find occafion 
for them all. A foreigner yet in his RuDI- 
MENTS of our language, will find little 

temptation to invefligate the PRIMORDIAL 
SUBSTANCE I believe, or fettle the point 
whether PRINCIPLE or ELEMENT ftood firft 
in the fcale of creation. They are not fyno- 
nymous, however. We juftly call the foul 
our thinking PRINCIPLE ; none of the other 


ga? to 1G: words 


ag 
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words would do in this place: fire, water, 


earth, and air, are ELEMENTS, while falt, 


fulphur, and fpirit are denominated in chy= 


miftry the three ative PRiNciPLES. In 


logic, we agree that there is no difputing 


_ with a man who denies PRINGIPLES; and 


Doétor Watts, who knew moft perhaps of 
fuch fciences, and taught them beft, withes 


always to avoid difpute ; though arguments 


intermingled among facts, make, as he fome- | 
_ where fays, that ufeful converfation which’. 


improves the mind and reétifies the judg. 


ment. In morals, the firft word ftill takes a 


wider field, as caufe of action, {pring of | 


thought, and fource of good and evil. -A 


man’s conduct may be wrong, fay we in 


common chat; but if his PRINCIPLES, mean- 
ing his original germ of character, be goad, 
he will return to virtue: if on the contrary 
his PRINCIPLES are corrupt, the very good 
he does will blight and wither, like fruit 
upon a rotten tree, This acceptation of the 

| M2 term 
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term, however, deferves an article apart, ag 


for example— 


ee 





PRINCIPLE, TENET, MOTIVE. 





OF two words here, Mr. Pope fays fati~ 


rically in his ethic epiftles, 


Manners change with climes, 


“Penetrs with books, and PRINCIPLES with times. 


This, notwithftanding that he means to 
urge it ag a reproach to human nature, 13 
in fome refpects virtuous, and in fome cafes 
neceflary. 

EXAMPLE. 

He who'fhould be induced, by a defire of 
appearing confiftent in his manners, to drink » 
as much unqualified fpirits during his refi- 
dence in Malta, as he once found it conve~ 


hey 


nient 
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gient to do when upon a difcovering party 


to Hudfon’s Bay, would {peedily, by an in- 


flammatory fever, or remotely by a difeafed 


liver, find cayfe to repent that manners had 


not changed with climes, | believe. And fure- 


ly,if books had no more power over opinions, 


than Door Johnfon believed eloquence to 


pofiefs over a vote in our houfe of commons; 
5 3 ¥ ¢ 


if no writings had force to diflodee rEWwETS 


obftinately held ; ’twere vain to try the arts 


either of conviGtion or perfuafion, whilft 


- rhetoric would be rendered ufelefs, and logic 


ridiculous. PRINCIPLE itfelf, which ought 
to be the only MOTIVE of every action, and 
iS fo in a well-reoulated mind, which moves 


merely by the rule mentioned in a late 


article, of doing every thing to the glory of 


_ God, and benefit of one’s own foul—even 


PRINCIPLE itfelf muft a little yield to the 
times. And few will doubt but that Tillotfon — 


and Ruffell, were they now living, would be 


high churchmen and tories; for, though 


M. 3 Gs fire 
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fie “ina jut perfuafion that unlimited 
- power in either church or ftate is dangerous 
to man’s free will, and a curb upon the ex- 
ertions of genius—they would in times like 
thefe, when democratic rage produces the 
fame evils, combined with a thoufand more, 
be willing, and even hafty to throw the 
weight of their infitence into the oppo- 
- fite feale—preferving, fo far as in them. lay, 
authority from being trampled on, nobility — 
from being defpifed, all ranks of fubordina- 
tion broken, and even the juft rewards 
of induftry plundered from honeft traders, 
who had gained them. Such contempt of 
order, fuch breach of honour, fuch viola- 
tions of decorum, call for a phalanx of op- 
pofition to the torrent, and turn even whig- 
Lifin to loyalty. | | | 
With regard to the fynonymy of the 
words, zhat is not ftriGt, or even very clofe. 
‘We fay that Cleon’s PRINCIPLES are ex~ 
eellent, although fome rsneTs he thinks | 


proper 
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proper to hold are not quite defenfible; yet 


as we are well affured his motives for 


writing on that fide the queftion are free 
from vice or intereft, it would be unfair 
haftily to condemn his book, merely becaufe 


the opinions it contains are not the fame as 


our own. 








PUBLIC ann GENERAL. 





APPEAR far from fynonymes to a fo- 
reigner, who fhould regard new{paper ad- 
vertifements, which inform the PUBLIC 
‘in GENERAL where goods are to be 
fold. Tis difficult, however, to make na- 
tives of a country where the prefs is not 
free, comprehend the mifchief thefe ephe- 
meral productions do to our language ; for, 
while diffufing knowledge. in GENERAL, 
they corrupt the puBLic tafte, and pro- 
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mote a love for trafh in converfation that 
leffens the market for real fruits of literature. 
La Broyere, in his Mceurs du Siecle, makes 
the like complaint of fadaifes and platitudes, 
as the French emphatically call them, getting 
inte Bis tongue, and taking up attention 
from thofe who fhould know better.’ The 
word puBLic is almoft always ufed in oppo- 
- fition to private; the antithefis with Gune- 
RAL would not be flrong enough. A figle 
bad book, fay we, does little harm, when 
loft in the GENERAL mals of literature ; yet 
‘The Fable of the Bees, written to prove that 
private vices ate PUBLIC benefits, is of a 
‘moft pernicious tendency indeed; for there 
is little need of inducement to vice or diffi- 
pation, and the idea that fuch are beneficial | 
to the flate; affords fielter to wickednefs un- 
der the mafk of patriotifm. | 
The beft way of anfwering Mandeville is, 
to fhew that he has artfully omitted draw= 
ing the line between competence and lux- 


ury 5 
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: ury’5 5 ihe; if by dint of fophiftry he cay 
once perfuade men that bread and {mall 
beer fhould be confidered as indulgencies 
unbecoming a human being, as he makes 
no {eruple to call them, we mutt defpair of 
pleafing God from the firft, and, fairly bury- 
ing our talent in- the earth, incur the cenfure 
pronounced by our Saviour upon them whe 
accufe the All-giver of a hateful churlifhnels, 
ft knew, thou waft an aufiere man, SC. | 
Much of Law’s Serious Call is written in | 
the Mandevillian fpirit, and, though -done 
with better intent, is likely enough to produice 
fomewhat of a fimilar effect ; but: whilft, 
as authors, we mult ever efteem fuch men, 
and, as people of vigorous and powerful 
minds, we muft for ever refpect them, let us 
never take for teachers people, who, as our 
bleffzd Matter expreffes it, bind heavy bur- 
thens'on the fhoulders of others—and griev- 
ous to be borne—but they themfelves will 


Ao move them with one of their fingers. 
"That 
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That private vices meantime are a caufe of 
PUBLIC ruin, the prefent ftate of a necigh- 
bouring nation proves; that private ‘virtues 
are 2 PUBLIC benefit, our exemption from 
fimilar diftrefs proves likewife. The domef- 
tic purity of our own court, miniftry, nobles, 
and clergy, compared with the grofs fenfu- 
ality, luxury, and oppreffive pride, of thofe 
in fimilar {tations at Paris a dozen years ago, 
formed a happy contraft, acknowledged even 
now by all Europe in GENERAL, acknow- 
ledged at this hour of agony, when virtue 
alone can have power to fave any quarter 


of the globe from deftruCtion. 


~ 





TO PUZZLE, PERPLEX, CONFOUND, EMBAR- 
~ RASS, TO BEWILDER, ENTANGLE,’ on 
_ ENSNARE. 





THESE words are ufed fynonymoufly 
every day, though of various derivations, 


2 | and, 


APRS, 
7a, an 
79 
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and, if we would be ftrict, perhaps fhould 
be appropriated thus, or nearly fo: For a 
hard queftion PUZZLES a man, and a vari- 
ety of choice PERPLEXES him: one is coN~ 
FOUNDED by a loud and fudden diflonance 
of founds or voices ina ftill night; EMBAR- 


RASSED bya weight of clothes or valuables, 


if making efcape from fire, thieves, or pur- 


fuit; likely to BEWILDER ourfelves if we 
run into a wood for fafety ; ENTANGLED 
among the briars if *tis too dark to pick the 
way, and poflibly caught by accident in a 
trap laid by the near inhabitants to EN- 
SNARE wolves or other creatures into a pit- 
fall. Meanwhile every one of thefle verbs 


is more elegant in. familiar .difcourfe than 


the firft of them, whofe original fenfe, or 


root, as the grammarians call it, is very vul- 


par; the POZING, Cr POSING a man being of 


exceedingly coarfe people’s ulage, and a good 


companion to thofe who complain that they — 


ate hampered, gravelled, or hobbled. ‘The 
| truth 
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truth is, that: to {peak genteclly few ever 
mifs, who have been early taught to think 
-genteelly; for whilft a gentleman reflects 
‘how he fhould be EMBARRASSED with the 
care of a fick lady, if his horfe was ENT AN~ 


GLED in a net, and all of them BEWILDER-| 


BD in fome foreft little known, which fud- 
denly prefents itfelf to his imagination, and 
“PERPLEXES him to think how he fhould 
‘get-difengaged from a fituation fo truly 


CONFOUNDING; the fervant who waits 


behind, confiders how he fhould be puz- 


“ZLED to get out, if his companions fhould 
in a frolic, throw a hamper ‘over him, I 
fuppofe full of hay upon his head, or tempt 
him intoa bog or gravel-pit, leaving -him 


“to hobble out as he could. 4 4 


~ Tis vulgar thinking which makes’ vulgar 


{peaking, certainly. The French’ wits of the 


Jaft age, when elegance .was at its acme in 
Paris, taught us to fay that fuch an) affair 
was on the carpet, from their expreflion 


I Toh ce lee 


puoi 
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fer le tapis. John Bull ufed to find his bu« 
finefs on the axvil. The picque and tréfle 
of the cards, wherever originating, ‘but cer~ 
tainly from France firft brought over to Enge 
land, turned into clubs and fpades on their 
arrival here; nor had the eraceful, the po- 
lite Mr, Addifon wholly delivered himfelf 
from national roughnefs, and firange indes 


corum, when ke told us 


‘That the ways of Heav’n are dark and intricate, . 


PuZzLEep with mazes, and PERPLEX’D with error: ~ 


In this paflage, indeed, befides the mean 
nefs of the firft verb, there is a worfe fault— 
the fenfe is falfe, or at beft encumbered; for = 
granting the obfcurity of Heaven’s ways, 
and their intricacy too, which no one will 
deny, they are not PUZZLED fure, nor 
yet PERPLEXED; however we mortals may 
be PUZZLED to difentangle the chain, or 
PERPLEXED by our own errors in handling 
the links, E am perfuaded that the pious 


and 
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and philofophical author of. Cato never 
meant to charge error on Providence—It 
was an overfight in the conftru@ion of that 
beautiful paflage, in a foliloquy which, 
among the nobleft produdtions of Englifh 
poefy, ranks particularly high, and is juftly 
efteemed one of the moft vigorous efforts of 


philofophy and fancy combined. | 








- QUACK, MOUNTEBANK, EMPIRIC, 
' CHARLATAN, 





oe 


ARE all titles beftowed on the venally ex- 
perimental phyfician who oppofes himfelf to 
the theoretic ftudent ; which is implied in the 
derivation of the word EMPIRIC, as Iam in- 
formed. CHARLATAN is derived imme- 
diately from France, remotely from. Italy, 
where c/arlatano means a prating, cackling 
creature, and anfwers to our term @u4CK ; 
| ; the 
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the duck being a noify, boaftful, impotent | _ 
animal, and like enough to the man who 
MOUNTS 4 BANK if no ftage can be obtained, 
and fets forth his own perfeGions with loud 
voice, and empty oftentatious manners. 
Calepine fays, the race of thefe pretenders | ‘ 
in modern days fhewed themfelves firft at , 
Cerotana, whence their name; but cr4RL4- 
ran feems lefs far-fetched and moft natural. 
“In Aurelian’s time, the famous QUACK doc- 
tor Manes, author of the Manichean Herefy, 
which he gathered from the Zoroaftrian doc- 
trines in the Eaft where he was born, was 
fent for to cure the fon of Varanes, King of 
Perfia ; to whom having given ftrong affur- 
ances of the prince’s recovery, his arrival 
was moft welcome. Medicines compofed by 
him were adminiftered ; and the unhappy ae 
father had the misfortune to fee hisfonex= 
pire in a fhort time, of their effects, having . | 
foon produced a mortification in the bowels. 
Varanes however hanged the EMPIRIC; 


ou | | : then 
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then flayed him ; when fiuffing his fkin with 
chaff, ie recommended folid knowledge for 
the future, inftead of mere praétice, and 
founded a college of phyficians in his cas 


pital. 





* 


TO QUAKE, TO TREMBLE, TO SHUDDER; ~ 


TO SHAKE or SHIVER, AS WITH FEAR 
OR COLD; 





THE explanation here is receflary, bes 
éaufe the two laft verbs are of an active fig- 


hification, and often ufed as fuch; to SHAKE 


a ftick at you for example, or sHIVER thé © 


plaffes all to pieces; in fuch fente they aré 


not fynonymous with, the three firft: But 
give me two fhirts this morning, faid King 


Charles, when he went to execution, for I 


perceive the weather is uncommonly cold} 


and if 1 am feen to suiveRr from the fenfe 
as OF 


me 
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of it, thefe rafcals will try to make mankind 
believe, I suoox for fear of them. Ou¥ firlt 
word upon the lift is always either fublime 
or ludicrous, I think. An earthaya KE is 
perhaps one of the grandeit among terreftrial 


images: a little Italian greyhound Quak- 


inG by an Englith fire in May for want of 


warmth, or a traveller TREMBLING and 
QUAKING with fear of f{pirits when he fees 


the parfon’s old white horfe grazing near 


the church-yard in a dufky night, are among . 


the meaneft. . Cowardice is by confent of 
all the world, as it fhould feem, the ftanding 
jeft which diverts mankind in every part of 
the globe that they inhabit: and even on oc- 
cafions where bravery would be madnefs, 
and impiety alone could ftand unimprefled 
with fome degree of terror, as in the cafe of 
Don John’s fervant in the Libertine, when 
the very ftones are moyed by his mafter’s 
wickednefs, the galleries laugh to fee a fel- 
low SHIVERING with anxious care for his 
VOL. II, N own 
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own perfon, while they confider him as in 
at worlt a fecondary degree of danger, I fup- 
pofe. And ’tis related, that when one of 
the young men at Otaheite, placing his hand 
under the ftream of captain Cook’s tea-kettle, 
fealded his fingers in a terrifying manner, 
his comrades. convulfed themfelves with 
laughter and delight at his expreffions of 
fear when he next faw the hot water pour- 
ing ; and although nothing could be better 
grounded than the caufe of fuch agitation, 
they found the joke irrefiftible, and: were 
never tired of repeating it. Tis alfo obfery- 
ed by Erafmus, and confirmed by travellers, 
that the great ape of Borneo is afraid of a 
fnail, and that his comical contorfions when 
fhuddering at the fight of one, fet the wifer 
Hottentots o: laughing. 


QUERU~ 
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QUERULOUS, UNEASY, TROUBLESOME, 
[RRATIONALLY COMPLAINING. 





ON thefe adverbial adjectives and their 
| ufe, foreigners may have frequent opportu- 
nities' to contemplate in our country, which 
is above all others eminent for fretful com- 
plaints, and QuERULOUS eloquence. Ever 
quick to fpy, and fad to lament their TROU- 
BLESOME grievances, our people never find 
either their climate, their women, or their 
government good enough for them; IRRA- 
TIONALLY COMPLAINING of a lot caft fo 
as to obtain fuperior felicity, yet delighting 
only in thofe UNEASY converfers, who fet 
every thing in the moft unfavourable light— 
‘thofe authors who affure us of our infallible 
ruin. *T'was thus Browne’s Eftimate ran 
through fourteen editions—for having ac- 
cufed, Heaven knows how falfely, the Eng- 
MINTS lith 
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lith nation of felfifhne{s, cowardice, and effe- 
minacy in the year 1757, giving the palm 
of heroifm, difintereftednefs, and manly vir-. 
tue to the French. Twas thus the fophu- 
_ try of Prieftley, the calculations of Price, and 
the infolence of Paine, obtained attention, 
only by that certain charm, that ftrange un- 
accountable pleafure our people take in hear- 
ing that they are undone; while fuch is our 
lave for evil fpeaking, that foreigners have 
received penfions from this country merely 
for having fpoken amifs of it. Such too is 
Our QUERULOUS temper, that we are very 
apt IRRATIONALLY to COMPLAIN in the 
wrong place, and confider as misfortunes, 
things which are not really either good or 
bad in themfelves, but totally neutral, if not 
approaching to praifeworthy. Thefe dif- 

-pofitions to fretful malevolence and empty 
xs famentation remind one of a wench, for 


the violation of whofe perfon and freewill 


Lord - 





———— about twenty-five years ago 


was 
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was tried, and not hanged, chiefly becaufe 
the girl’s virtue feemed to be as much alarm- 
‘ed by a magic-lanthorn with which he en- 
deavoured to amufe her in her confinement, 
as it was offended by the lofs of her honour, 
her reputation, and her peace; “ for,” faid 
fhe, “ I faw we mutt all be going to hell di- 
really, when they fhewed me the devil and 
the baker fighting on one of the walls of the 
room | was forced to refide in.” "T'was thus 
the ftrefs fhe gueRULOUSLY laid on trifles, 


loft her a good caufe, and faved the life of 


one who deferved to lofe it. Meantime . 


the whole nation behaves juft as perverfely | 


every day—nay worfe: and to fuch TROU- 
BLESOMEand IRRATIONALLY COMPLAIN= 
ENG fpirits we muff reply in the good Fry- 
ar’s words who comforts Romeo— 
A pack of bleflings light upon'thy back, 
-Happinefs courts thee in her beft array3 
But, like a mifbehav’d and fullen wench, 


‘thou pout’{t upon thy fortune and thy love: 
Take heed, take heed, for fuch die miferable. 


N 3 QUIBBLE, 
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QUIBBLE, PUN, CONUNDRUM, PLAY or WORDS: 





THOSE who delight in this {pecies of 
falfe wit, will allow, that though the reft de- — 
pend upon the PLAY of worps, they are 
not for that reafon fynonymous each to 
other. The conunpRrum is loweft of the 
low in this pitiful catalogue, becaufe pre- 
vioully compofed with apparent ftudy, and 
a-propos to nothing {poken of before, it burfts 
out with its petty call for admiration, afking 
a fudden queftion— Why are my old ruffles 
when they are darned, for example, like dead 
men? When all are at a ftand, the ingenious 
inventor replies to his own enquiry, Why, - 
becaufe they are men ded. This is one of 
the beft. A QUIBBLE is better, becaufe lefs 
expeted. When Tom D’Urfey was afked 
to divert the company with fomewhat of 
that kind for which he was fo famous: You 


mutt 
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tuft give me a fubje& then, fays Tom. 
His companions, after hefitating a moment, 
faid, Take the king.—And we all know, 
replies the punfter, that the Azmg is no /ub- 
ject. WDoetor Johnfon, who aflerts that a 
QUIBBLE was to Shakefpeare the fatal Cleo- 
patra for which he loft the world, and was 
content to lofe it, detefted PUNNING, yet 
always celebrated a reply in which the 
PLAY OF WORDS was certainly all the 
merit. i never heard it but from him, who 
told me that a lawyer, when defied by the 
oppofite counfel to produce a precedent .in 
anfwer to that which he alleged from 
Burn, fuddenly replied, I can quote inftant- 
ly an opinion to the contrary, and quote 
at from Kill Burn too. 

Italians have no diflike to wit which fa- 
tigues the mind fo little; yet is the Spanifh de- 
‘vice upon their town Nola, one of the moft 


excellent among thefe frivolous fooleries, 


N 4 becaufe 
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becaufe ’tis guibble, pun, conundrum—al! 
an one. - 


Quien la vé, Nola ve; quien Nola vé, la ve. 


Tt won't tranflate.- Such things are like- 
lieft indeed to amufe a grave nation, for 
there is no humour in them; and Milton, 
who had perhaps lefs pleafantry about 
him than any man of eminence upon re- 
cord, made incomparable puns ; witnefs his 
QUIBELING epitaph upon the univerfity 
carrier, befides fome difgraceful paflages of 
the Paradile Loft. Excellent {pecimens of 
this mock rainbow wit may be found 
among the old ferious ftudents of a college, 
who miftake them for fallies of gaiety, and 
firokes of humorous facetioufnefs, I be, 
lieve, —Doétor Lee, the aged mafter of Ba- 
liol, in his very laft hours, hearing people 
round his bed whifpering one another how 
fuch a friend was married the day before, © 

faid 


~ 
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faid in a faint voice: He ufed to eat eggs for . 


{upper every night, fo I hope he'll find this > 


youk {it as ealy. 
Here was an inftance of promptitude in 


reply, and retention of the human faculties, 


till ninety years old, that I fuppofe can fearce- . 


ly be excelled in the hiftery of human na- 


ture.—He died of weaknefs in four hours 





after. 








QUITE, CLEAN, COMPLETELY, PERFECTLY, 
ROUNDLY, 





ARE ufed for each other every day with- 
out being exactly fynonymous: the fecond 
gets out of fafhion very faft though, and 
will foon be QuiTE difcarded, as not PER- 
FECTLY delicate ; and while the {chool-mif- 
trefs or mafter of little children tutors them 
to eat their meat up CLEAN, the inftructors 
of youth more advanced-will exhort them 


not 
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not to promife ROUNDLY, unlefs in a fitua- 
tion to fulfil their declared intents com- 
PLETELY, becaufe nothing is a more perni- 
cious habit than that of raifing hopes never 
meant to be eratified, or more deftructive 
to the happinefs of private life. The pro-. 
mifing fquire, in Tom Jones, is one of 
Fielding’s beft charaéters in my mind, who 
have feen fo many legacy, place, and play- 
houfe hunters robbed of their time and 
peace, only by the momentary hafte of 
fome old gouty uncle to purchafe obfequi- 
oufnefg in return for expectation—fome | 
theatrical manager who fighed for a fudden 
exchange of flattery with an author he 
thought on no more; or fome minifter who 
believed an election vote bought cheaply 
by a promifing {mile or fqueeze of the 
hand, which a country gentleman unfkilled 
in fuch contemptible coquetry, tranflates 
into a happy reverfion of wealth and ho-. 
nours——and fo is COMPLETELY fooled, 
QUITS, 


BRITISH SYNONYMY. 1847 


Ou 11 s, EV & N, 





ARE nearly fynonymous, to be fure ; yet 
we oftener fay Quirs, {peaking about pecu- 
niary matters—and EVEN upon other oc- 
cafions—The lex talionis is the original 
ftlandard of juftice in every uncultivated 
mind, and retaliation the: firft law among 
children, favages, &c.—If you fhake the 
ladder when I run up to rob the apple- 


loft, Pll fhake it for you when you run up, : 


and then we are QUITS or EVEN :—but be- 
fides that I did wot fall down, by good luck, 
and poflibly you may, this defire of being 
EVEN with one another, puts a certain ftop 
to all morality and power of mending man- 
ners. Such was the conduct Froiflard re- 
lates of the French, when in the year 1348, 
or thereabouts, their populace, irritated by 
ull conduct in the nobles, protefted they 


would 
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would not leave one of them alive; and 
rifing upon one gentleman in particular, 
bound and roafted him on a fpit in the 
kitchen of his own caftle, forcing his- 
lady and daughters to’eat his flefh.—The 
nobles however refolved to be quits 
with them ; and when they got the upper 
hand, fays Froiflard in his Chronicle, the 
punifhments they infli€ted were in propor- 
tion to thofe fufferings they had endured— 
that /o, ainf ils font tous QUITTES is the ex- 
preffion, 

Had Louis Seize been no better a 
chriftian, he might perhaps have been 
quits with his enemies; and fhould 
his fucceflor feel more inclined to be 
EVEN with his enraged countrymen, 
when he gets into power, than difpofed 


to mitigate their fiercenefs and conciliate 


their efleem, I think he will aay with 


Young’ s Bufiris — 


Like 
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Like Death a folitary king Pll reign, 

O’er filent fubjects and a defert plain : | 
Ere brook their pride I’fl {pread a general doom, 
And every ftep fhall be from tomb to tomb, 


=~ 
~ 











RACE, BREED, FAMILY, LINE; ANCESTRY, 
DESCENT. 





A SYNONYMY not quite fafe from ex~. 


panfion in the hands of a native of Wales, 
where the Englifh always confider it as 
rated beyond its worth:—yet do they ftu- 
dy diligently the prefervation of a horfe’s 
BREED, as if they thought fome excellen- 
cies tranfmiffible from FAMILY confidera- 
tions, and that a long Linz of ANCESTRY 
is defirable in brute animals, which certain- 
ly rife in value proportionate to  theis 
RACE. | 
When from the mingling duft thall xife 


A Race of dogs as good and wife— 


fays 











- 
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fays the learned G. Harris in his epitaph 
on his old friend’s dog Pompey. Why then 
fhould it be efteemed philofophical or inge- 
nious to find reafons for defpifing pEsceNT 
in Man? feeing that ’tis one of the earlieft, 
the beft chofen, the leaft difputable of all 
diftin@ions. Descent does not like rank: 
depend on kingly breath: DESCENT derives 
its dignity from higher fources ; DESCENT’S 
| an attribute, no fatellite of fovereignty ; DE« 
SCENT demands refpect from human crea- 
tures, as having been honoured with atten- 
tion even from God.—And that fo furely, 
each page of Holy Writ fhews how the 
moft atrocious crimes Hone were capable of 
fuperfeding that primogeniture held in old 
days fo facred and fo folemn, that Efau’s 
punifhment for contemning it was terrible, 
when, like a true democrate of the prefent 
day, he philofophically preferred the folid. 
comforts of a mefs of pottage to all the airy 


advantages—fuch he thought them doubt- 
| lefs— 


\ 
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- defs—of a parent’s prophetic bleffing. Nor 
has it ever been obferved ‘that thofe who 
defpifed pgscENT, prided themfelves in 
any thing much better; or forbore endea- 
vouring to found a family, although they 
were themfelves of mean original. Leo the 
Fourth, who was hafty to abolith the order 
of patricians at Rome, was yet willing to 
eall the city he built, .or rather fortified 
againft the Saracens’ incurfions—Leopolis ; 
defiring apparently to continue his alfumed 
name's remembrance: and how has the 


Houfe of Auftria had reafon to repent their 


{pirit of crufhing the old FAmitigs under 


their dominion in various parts of Italy ! 
One ftar exceeds another ftar in glory, fays 
Saint Paul: why then thefe painful efforts 
to render the human RACE all alike? Car- 
nelions are good to receive impreflion, dia- 
monds to make it. Let each fill up the place 


afligned to him by Providence ; and let us 


not, like the filthy dreamers prophefied of » 


SANE by 
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te 


by Saint Peter, become ds efpifers of iieniciesl 
Tied is the only river where heavy bodies 
fwim, and light ones fink ; nor can it be de- 


“nied that an old FAMILY which has long 


preferved its name and character, -muft 


have poflefled a very folid one, or in the 
courfe of fo many centuries it would have 
_been fhaken away. New-made nobility 
fhines from its luftre frefh out of the mint: 
old anceftry fhews its venerable ruft ; and 


by true connoiffeurs a Queen Anne’s far- 


thing is preferred to a George the Third’s _ 





= 


RARE, CURIOUS, UNFREQUENT, eg iare: 
SELDOM FOUND, 





_ ARE all epithets fynonymous if {peaking 
of the hth preferved in flate, which were 


fome years ago difcovered by Vincenzo 


5 — -Bozza— 


; 


A 
“ 
. 


i 


Pe te 
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~Bozza in a mountain near Verona; and~ 


ferving asa proof of the deluge, becaufe 


fome inhabitants of the fouthern feas he 


ing obferved among them, fhews there 2 


muft have ‘been a woneeH AE -concuffion 
of ‘the terraqueous globe before thofe wa- 
ters could have forced their contents into 


the hollow bofom of a rock now feventy- 


two miles diftant from any fea. To this 


accident the writer once alluded i in her pre- 


face, when fhe publifthed Doctor Johnfon’ § 
letters and fome of her own;—and al- 


though the Critical Review of April 1788 


faid fhe intended to elevate and furprife, 
_there certainly was meant at moft a modeft 


_confeffion, that the trifling anecdotes thofe 


letters contained were valuable but as they 


were connected with his name. We have 


read of one author preferved in the amber 
of another, before now ; and have faid with 
Mr.. Pope : 


i “WoL. iI. @ Such 
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Such things we know are neither rich nor Rare, 


_ But wonder how the devil they got there ! 


And I fee not why this paflage fhould have 
been unintelligible. A. cart-wheel Is cers 
tainly no SCARCE or CURIOUS thing in it 
felf, yet has been SELDOM FOUND ftuck 
in a rock under gr ound, as it is at Tivoli; 
where thofe who fee it are led to wondee 


how long it could have been there, how 


many. ages would take to turn it into ftone, © 


é&c. and fo go on {peculating upon the 


antiquity of the Earth. “Iwas thus Tob. 


ferved that trifles obtained attention by the 


place they ftood in; and fure the criticifms — 


upon thole letters to Doétor Johnfon have 
proved the allufion juft: they were worth 
eriticiling only becaufe they were written in 


aunfwer to dis, 


RASH, 


ye 
ogee, 
a: Fo 
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RASH, HASTY, VIOLENT, PRECIPITATE. 





_ ALL dangerous qualities of the mind, 
exprefled by adjeGiives not far from fyno~ 
nymous ; yet although it would be a HASTY 
decifion to fay they were wholly fo, we 
fhould« . juftly provoke laughter by calling 
fuch a flight error PRECIPITATE, as the 
very word itfelf implies danger of a more fe~ 
rious kind than is tempted by giving offence 


to the critics, Truth is, mankind have a. 


natural tendency to forgive thefe faults in a 


; character, chiefly becaufe of their affocia~ 


tion with youth and hardihood: + yet have 


at not feldom feen RASH pretenders to mu- 


fical, or, what is much worfe, medical {kill, 


who fucceed beyond defert, though long 


paft that lovely feafon of life which gives 


to every thing a tind of its own greennefs, | 


4 portion of its own increafing vigour, The 


On | young 
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young fellow who has once found fuecefs. 


when he acknowledges himfelf to have been 
RASH, is likely enough to encourage him- 
{elf in HASTY practices, till he becomes 
_ VIOLENT in his nature, perhaps PRECIPI- 
TATE in his end. Phyficians have told me, 


that the quack bleeders, or tooth-drawers, — 


who rarely mifs their aim, would, if once 


well inftructed in the art of furgery, trem-. 


ble to recolle& the rifques they had former- 
ly run of endangering, by their PRecI- 
PITATE condud, lives of immenfe value 
to fociety ; and Prati the mufical compofer 
faid once in my hearing at Leghorn, that 


no profeilional powers then alive were equal 





to a fong the famous - was tO exe- 


cute that night: yet, added he, ’twill be no 


difficulty to her, who has not knowledge .. | 


enough for finding out the danger fhe is in 
of failing at the attempt ;—fo he will not fail, 
I fuppofe. Prati prediéted right ; the finger 


was infinitely applauded, and immenfely 


paid, 4 
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; paid: But thefe are the accidents which 


lower in common eyes the value of learn- 


ing, and give all praife to that genius 


which fo readily difcovers its own fufficiens 
cy, and the little neceflity of ftudying hard 
_ to obtain fame or fortune; while RAsH en- 
terprife can VIOLENTLY {feize the fruit by 
fuddenly climbing the tree of {cience with- 
out fear of breaking its boughs, and with- 
out thought of falling, by fuch HasTyY mea- 
fures, in a PRECIPITATE. manner to the 


_ ground. 








ot 


TO HAVE RATHER, TO PREFER, 
. - TO LIKE BETTER, 


men 
a 





| _» JOHNSON fays the firft of thefe is not 
English, and | truft he’s right; yet Shake- 
{peare’s plays and common ufage fhield it 
from. criticifm, and foreigners are fafe when 

PCO 3 as they 








~ 
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they fay, that although Dante was a greater’ 
poetical genius than Taflo, and ought to be. 
‘PREFERRED to him, yet ftill they nap 
RATHER read the Gierufalemme, or ever 
Metaftafio’s Dramas, than his great work ; 
and when they ftudy Englifh, they rixm 
BETTER to read Young’s Night Thought¢ 
than Milton’s Paradife Loft. _ 





tn pl 





TO RATIFY, FO CONFIRM, TO SETTLE, 


~ 


ARE not exactly. fynonymous, while: 
we fay that reports are CONFIRMED, treaties’ 
RATIFIED, and affairs SETTLED, In cafes 
of importance infinitely higher, our church: 
willingly conrirms him who has sET= | 
TLED in himfelf a fixt intention folemnly 

40 RATIFY, at years of difcretion, the cove= 
nant taken with Heaven by his fponfors, 
in that vow which they made in his name’ 


whem . 
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when firft admitted “aiHione Chriftians by 
the ceremony of baptifm. 





READY, PROMPT, 





THE ufe of thefe words is fixed for 
aught I fee folely by cuftom: yet fo far are 
they from fynonymy, that the firft feems 
always to imply excellence, while the other 
ufually contains fomewhat of reproach, 
You were too PROMPT in your replies, {ays 


Dryden ; and Prior tells us 


How rofe fome rebel flave, 


PRompTer to fink the ftate, than he to fave, 


But without going up to written authorities, 
"we praife the girl that is READY with her lef- 
fon, and deteft a prompt mifs who keeps 
an anfwer or excufé at her fingers ends—as 
we fay—to fling in the face of her governefs. 

oO hae oe Lord 
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Lord Bacon fays finely, that much reading 


makes a full mai, conference a READY 
man, and writing an exact man. The other 
word in this place would miflead one to 
think he meant a Self-fufficient man, which 
was furtheft from his intent. I lay the 


greater ftrefs upon this article, becaufe deri- 


vation would in this uncommon cafe draw 


French and Italian ftudents to the coarfer 


word; and I alee the true reafon why 


their broken Englith founds. lefs unpleafing 
to a Britith ear, than the firft efforts of a 
German, may be refolved fimply into this 
ceaufe. 

We have almoft always two words, one 
of Roman, and one of Saxon etymology, 


lignifying: nearly ‘though not exactly the 


fame thing. Our neighbours naturally 


choofe that rch 1s moft congenial to, their 
own tongue, and the claffical one is nine 
times in ten the moft delicate; for this rea- 
fon the miftakes are totally different. A 
8 , Tufcan 


” did 
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- ‘Tufcan tells you he will go through Hamp- 
ftead becaufe of its propinguity to Hendon, 
though not exactly in the road—this word 
lying clofer to him than nearne/s ;—while a 
German will fay fmeared inftead of anointed 
perhaps, and that even upon a folemn oc: 
cafion,. Thefe are equally wrong :—the 
fecondi is, however, leaft inoffenfive. In the 
two words before us—as every rule has its 


exceptions—the Latin word is the worft. 








REASON, UNDERSTANDING, JUDGMENT, 
“ DAGACITY: 
| rec 

OF thefe the metaphyfical diftinGtions and 
differences are endlefs, and, to fay truth, dif 
cover more the. saGacity of mortals to 
form and trace them, than any extraordi- 
nary clearnefs of REASON, or even ftrength 
ef UNDERSTANDING. One thing feems 


certain, 
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éettain, and ’tis this: A powerful fpeake? 
or wife writer having sacacirTy to difcerti 
how neceflary it is to make coarfe mindé 
comprehend and approve his tenets, will 
thow great JUDGMENT in forbearing all 
allufion to fciences they cannot compre- 
hend, becaufe fuch lights only dazzle, and 
do not illuftrate ; and I really think the ex- 
uberance of imagination and dignity of fen- 
timent, which adorn the political pamphlets 
of Burke and Johnfon, will, whenever they 
do die—if die they can—prove the undes 
ferved caufe of their mortality. —That oyfter 
lives not long which breeds many pearls; 
and the famous race-horfes Eclipfe and 
Childers became from too great fuperiority 
ufelefs to their owners, when no competi- 
tor could be found to take the field againft 
them, -Who now reads Boyle’s Medita= 
tions, pregnant as they are with thought, 
and fraught with fancy? Swift’s Medi« 
tation on a Broomftick laughed thein out 


_ of 
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of doors; and although in fo doing it did 
the world no fervice, it fhewed his notion 


_of proper words in proper places very com- 
pletely. So did his unadorned Condud cf 


the Allies, which, for that very reafon pol. 


fibly, ran through eleven thoufand copies 
in three months, when readers -were lefs 
Aumerous than now. With regard to fo~ 
feigners, they will foon fee that saGAcITY 
. difcerns what ‘tis the province of REASON 
fo approve, and of JUDGMENT to diftin= 


guifh ; while thofe who ac according ta. 


all of thefe, are men of found uNDER-. 


STANDING. The tale told by Baretti, 
from Gafparo Gozzi, in a book little read; 
elucidates all our fynonymy very well, and 
may lighten the weight of a dull article or 
ehapter. Hi 

I was walking then, fays the gay Vene-~ 
tian, upon our Rialto yefter evening, and 
ftopped to obferve a blind old man, led 


by a beautiful woman in the prime of life, 


she 
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She wifhed to thew him the way; | found, | 
down that fide of the bridge where its fteps 
are frequent and low ;* but he would needs 
force her to keep that other part of the walk 
- where there are few fteps at all, and thofe 
few very high and inconvenient. Her sa- 
GAcITY was obvious; for where the erada- | 
tions of defeent were recular, even a perfon 
who could {fee was in lefs danger of ftum- 
bling; whereas, no warning given by the 
euide herfelf, whofe juDGMENT was indu- 
bitable, could poffibly avail in a place where 
‘the fteps were all unequal, and large inter: 
vals every now and then. It was’ néeverthe- 
lefs out of her power to perfuade her ftub- 
born felfwilled companion. So" while the 
was endeavouring, though weakly, to draw 
him one way, he with firength adequate to 
his’ ‘perverfenefs forcibly and quickly pulled 
her the other, till down they both came head- 
Jong ; and rifing up, each mutually accufed 


the partner, as having caufed a “difater 


which : 
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which no fpectator of common UNDER= 
STANDING could help feeing mutt necel- 
farily happen to both; for fuch was the wo- 
man’s fidelity, fhe would not, though vexed 
and mortified, leave him, as he often wifhed 
her, wholly to himfelf. So I went along, 
continues the author, thinking what a foolith 
fellow that was, and how happy he ought 
_ to have made himfelf under the guidance of 
fo kind and lovely a perfon; till on a 
fudden it came acrofs my head to reflec, 
Why fhould I trouble myfelf about other 
people’s affairs? Have not I, and has not 
every human being, a blind old blockhead, 
and a charming clear-fighted condu@treifs in 
our own breafts?—one who is inceflantly 
warning her perverfe companion of thofe 
dangers he is ever defirous of plunging 
into? Yet how {feldom will he obey thefe 
ufeful admonitions of REASON! How often, 
as in very fpite to her, will he choofe the 
path he ought above all others to fhun, and 
: ek break 
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bicik both their nofes with the falf his fu, 


pid obftinacy occafioned ! 


So far the ingenious Gozzi, whofe power 


of attrating general notice to his book, con- 
fifts chiefly in drawing unexpeCed infer- 
ences from vulgar and common occurrences, 
"Twas by this art our Whitfield obtained 
followers—and tis natural; for ‘whilft an 
arrow’s point conveys the final effet of our 
fhooting, a feather guides it to that mark 
propofed ; and if flight things may thus be 


found ufeful in furthering thofe of mora. 


importance, who knows but this little work, 


flimfy as*it is, may boaft fome utility? an 
ample compenfation, furely, for all the cena 


fure and all the fatire it may provoke. 


2 Z { 


“ RELIGION, 


Bs i 


ee 


BRITISH SYNONYMY. —.2a7 


RELIGION, WORSHIP, 





ARE fo far fynonymous, that both im- 
ply that immediate duty to God which he 
himfelf enjoined in the four firft command- 
ments of the Decalogue; while the fix others, 
Jaft in place, though more in number, relate 
to moral obligations, and refer to the articles 
Virtue and Morality. What God has fo 
united, therefore, let not man put afunder 3 
for it is virtue to maintain RELIGION facred 
in a great community, and ’tis a moral oblix 


| gation each to other, that good example be 


fet of attending public worsuip. Myfttic 


piety is not unfrequent in England, which 
has of late been too much divided betweert 
infidelity and fanaticifm ; ’tis orthodox writ- 
ing, true Chriftian preaching, and devoutly 
attentive hearing, that is wanted in our 
ifland, where the church has no power but 


7 OF 
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of well doing, and ought to fee for that rea- 
fon ébedient fubmiffion follow each eéélefi- 
aftical precept—where the court and miniftry 
afford examples of goodnefs unthought of 
in other nations—where the bifhops and 
clergy really do poflefs.a. degree of learning 
which our neighbours have no chance to 
come in fight of—where decency marks 
the clerical character even in the loweft 
ranks, and every houfe—I hope I may add 
every cottage of ten pounds annual value 
through Great Britain, contains a Bible, a 
Teftament, and a Grammar, with one per- 
fon at leaft capable of reading them to the 
reff. : 
> Great and ineftimable privilege! denied by 
the Romith church, that now runs to ruin 
in confequence of fuch worldly caution; and 
will perhaps learn from her ‘prefent diftrefs, 
how the knowledge of true RELIGION is 
neceflary to its veneration, and how that. 
ignorance fhe long encouraged will at lerigth 
* | * Toofe 
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loofe its blind rage againft that very wor- anes 
SHIP it was intended to thield--whilt . 
Our church, fecure on Truth’s pis cok, i 

3 Still mocks each facrilegious hand ‘§ . : 
Proof even againit ELectRic fhock, os uf 

Our Heaven-defended fteeples ftand. — Att . 


PopuLar Bariap, 
[eee 


REPLY, REJOINDER, ANSWER axv RESPONSE, 





OF thefe fynonymes the firft feems the 
political term. Caius {poke well in the 
houfe this morning ; but Marcus, who rifes 
like.a giant on the REPLY, obtained moft 


attention and applaufe. REJOINDER is al- 


é eS ~ + = are = 
aeee ee Sn ae ene Feed aN ASR ee ee ae eS 


Foe ame ynaes 


Ea a ¥en Be ea be 


moft wholly a law term, and RESPONSE 
feems dedicated to the {chools: Conver- 


Thetins si eat rn 


_ fation finds answer fufficient, and delights. 


wars ola 


eu 
a. 


in recording thofe happy ones which con- 
tain a pungent falt in them, There are, 
cVOR. I. P however, «* 


osama 


a 


Soe setiag Scene ee 
= = 


Sees 


sew 
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however,fome fhades of difference. When 
Queen: Elizabeth afked: her negleated cour 
. ther on what he was employirig his thoughts, 
one day, and received this unexpected re- 
turn to her. enquiry,— Madam, 1 was 
thinking on a woman's promife is we call 
it a fharp and biting ANswER.—But when 
the Conqueror’s favourite advifed his mafter 
to make an early peace, faying, 7 would ae- 
eept thefe terms if I were Alexander ; and the 
king gave him the well-known retort of ~ 


So would I accept them too, were I Parme- 


nio: it feems rather a feofing REPLY, pro- _ 


voked by the pertnefs of a fellow who pre- 


fumed:on the prince’s tame endurance.—_ 


"Tis obfervable enough too, that this bitter 


taumt was a Greek ones for their ANSWERS - 
and epigrams are generally, fo far as I caw 
find, more elegantly frmple thar piereingly 
keen, and have little of that effet which 


penetrates one’s head, when darted by Mar« 
tial’s pen, like a yay of light, and drives at 
. one’s 


éy 


+ eS 
De 
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one’s heatt like a dagger; when urged by 
the hands of Boileau, Young, o or Swift. : 
When Madenioifelle de Gournay, one of 
the beft Greek and Latin {cholars in France, 
when learning thete ftood on its pinnacle, 
had been teafing Racan the poet with ex= 
plaining to him, who knew no more on’t 
than, anyfelf, fome epigrams in the Antho- 
logia for which he had no tafte ; ; tormenting 
him with extolling their fuperior merit, and 
preferring their fimplicity to all modern ex- 
cellence, he grew tired; and telling her 
twas tithe to go to dinner, the ordered it 
up ; and helping her friend to fome foup, 
which was, it feems, particularly infipid and | : 
flat: Mademaifille, faid he, ce? icy sme i 
foupe digne de vous, une Joupe vrayment a la : 
Grecque. : | 
This was a witty remark, to which the 


lady made no REPLY, 


Bw abs 


ae 
w 


RESENTs 
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RESENTMENT, DISPLEASURE, INDIGNATION, 





PAINFUL affections of a feeling heart, 
and too nearly fynonymous; though the 
firft word is moft expreflive of that deep 
fenfe of injury fo likely to pervade a gene- 
rous inind—even in fpite of true Chriftian 
humility, which ’tis our duty fteadily to 
‘maintain: for though ingratitude, or un- 
merited infult, yuftly incurs our very ferious 
DISPLEASURE, they ought not to excite 
lafting RESENTMENT towards the guilty 
individual, but only fuch honeft InDIGNA-_ | 
| TION againft the vice, as may guard us 
‘from all feduétion to fimilar offences. 

A: wife man, however, will make hafte 
to forgive, becaufe RESENTMENT is a pain- 
ful fenfation, and he defires to feel himfelé 
at cafe; a great man pardons readily, bee 
caufe he finds few things worthy of his fe+ 
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rious and deep RESENTMENT; and a pious 








MAN will never refent at all, reflecting how ‘ 

much he has himfelf to be forgiven. | 
‘ 

REVENGEFUL ann VINDICTIVE, 

| A tet E. firt of thefe words exprefles, the 

diabolical quality oftener as an adjective, I 

think ; the fecond is commonly ufed adver~ i 

bially, which difference alone hinders their 

exact fynonymy.  Catiline is a fad RE- 

VENGEFUL fellow, fays one, and of a tem- i 

per fo cruelly VINDICTIVE, he lets no of- 

fence pafs by him unrequited — thinking 

perhaps to put himfelf in the place of Hea- : 


ven, and difpenfe punifhments at his own 


men 
sarreniaaceAt evenness 


pleafure ; not reflecting that he who made 


SERS. 


man can alone diftinguith guilt from error 


Socom: 


in many cafes; that to him is juftly referved 


che 
a 


the privilege of chaftifing ; and that from 
ea P 3 his i 


Se ee 
— ~o - 
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_ his happinefs and his perfetion no creature, 


can be more diftantly removed, than. he 


who is cuboled to be VINDICTIVE towards. 
a companion in fira ailty, and of a REVENGE~ 
FUL temper while ranging through. the. 
walks of common life. 

“Tis charged on foreigners that they feek 
REVENGE; and thofe philofophers who are 
willing to confider Virtue and Vice as ame 
bulatory, lay the fault upon a warm climate, 


Tn Italy, however, ‘us merely the mil Idnefs 


of their criminal law, fo flow to punifh, if 


fo ealy to elude, that: leaves every man to 
be judge and executioner in his own caufe ; 
and how an E inglifhman ‘would endure to 
Hear ‘of his only fon’s murder by the hand 
of a worthlef rival, ‘will I hope and truft 
never be Known in Great Britain, Where, 
con{cious ‘that Hi country will make a 
dreadful “example of his injurer, de has 
only to lament a lofs fo heavy and grievous, 


Were the murderer + fuflered filently. to efcape, 


OF 
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er be openly protected’ at the door of a 
church, or in the palace of a rich nobleman, 
we fhould fee if John Bull were lefg vrN- 
picrive than Pietro the Italian: I fear he’ 
would, like the laft named, watch the rogue 
out of his lurking-hole, and ftab him whew 
heteouiten 4b) ad POW pe Ho Sos f 

-It does indeed appear that one fet of peo= 
ple are little better or worfe than another 
fet— by: nature as we call it, Tis the ire 
fluence or negle& of religion and? the laws 
that operates upon our conduét; and, with 
regard to individuals, few P’m afraid are 
suided by principle, and a {teady care to 
pleafe God in all their actions; without 
which vivifying caufe, our morality is mere 
habit, and our virtue fuch as a change of 


thofe habits would entirely do away. 


i 
P4 REVERSE, 
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REVERSE, CONTRARY, EXERGUE, 


» ARE not fynonymous certainly ; neither 
would the laft word have found a place here 
a cété des autres, if I had not fancied that 
fome people one has feen, who with not to. 
be thought ignorant, imagined EXERGUE ta 
be the REVERSE, or CONTRARY, or, as we 
fay, the wrong fide of a medal or coin. It 
1s not fo, however: {cholars could tell them 
that it means little more than the Latin 
fecit in Greeks; and that being commonly 
written on reverfes, though fometimes it is 
found on front fides too, it has been mi. 
taken as meaning REVERSE. ‘The fymbol. 
of Rome often obferved on old gems, 8c. 
18 an EXERGUE: fo is the carnation in Ben- 
venuto Garofani’s pictures ; for though there’ 
may be a written EXERGUE, "tis oftener 3 
fort of hieroglyphic, Evelyn writes the word 


EXUT LE, 
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exurge, but I believe ’twas Marmontel’s 
Tale that brought it into Englith converfa- 
tion language; it ufed to be a mere book- 
word. The other two are nearer to each 


other. We fay familiarly, that ficknefs is 


-the REVERSE of health, for example, and — 


youth the REVERSE of age: but ’tis more © 


elegant ‘to call vice virtue’s conrRaRy, I 


fuppofe becaufe of their ftanding in oppofi- 


tion. Anda mean woman once in my fight 


fet'a whole company into laughter, when, 
her patron afking of what profeffion her huf- 
band was, that he might ferve her—adding, 


But he is an apothecary—-is he not? fhe re- 


lied, “ Oh no, Sir, quite the REVERSE.” 
piled, ) q 


Foreigners will fcarce perceive how comi- 
cally abfurd the reply was, till they are told 
that fhe ought to have faid, On the con- 
TRARY, my hufband keeps a public-houfe— 
for fo he did—a bufinefs diftina enough 
from, and oppofite enough to that her friend. 
imagined, But what could be the rzrerss 


of 
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of an apothecary, fet. them all o’ wondering 
till the informed them. , If the. connoifleurs 
objet to what I have faid concerning the 
EXERGUE, they muft remember I {peak to— 
learners, not the learned, and I think my 
account a good one. EXERGUE Isa device, 
a vifible metaphor; and [ really know not 
what to call the IL.N.R.L. upon the crofs, or 
the &.P.Q.R. upon the Roman banners, if 
they be not written EXERGUES. Mottoes 
are they not; for to be a motto, fome word - 
is neceflary, and ove word is beft; when 
there are more, tis better to fay legenda, in 
pure firittnels. The Bourbon motte was 
Efperance—Shakefpeare alludes to it in the 
hiftorical plays.--The Hamiltons is Through, 
alluding to their coat armour; the Dous 
elas’s Forward, if I remember. Sentences 
fhew lefs refearch:—as under the’ Bertie 
arms, three battering rams, we read, Virtus 
Ariete fortior ; under the Salifbury fon, im 
the fame tafte, Sat eff profiraffe Leoni, and 

' 4 the 
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the like: but RiL.P. which diftinguithes the 
tombs of Romanilts in our churches, is an 
EXERGUE, meaning Reguiefeat ix pace, which 
I know not why is fo peculiarl y appropri- 
ated, to one fect of -Chriftians more than 
another. We-ail alike defire to reft in peace,’ 
and in our confecrated ground fo may they. 
ever ret! who yet unfeel lingly exclude us 
from sheirs upon the continent.—But furely 
the fiorm which gathers over all our heads, » 
and has already begun to fall on theirs, will 


unite all fects, all ranks, all denominations 


of Chriftians to defend that religion efta-— 


blifhed in the facred blood of our common 
Mafter, and ta protect his worfhip with alf 
its due rites and folemn appendages, 


? 


ony aN RIDDLES, 
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RIDDLES, REBUSES, ENIGMAS, CHARADES, 





. HAVE. doubtlefs a very clofe affinity 
without being fynonymous terms, The 
firft, of Saxon origin, feems. to imply, from 
ancient ufaze of the word in England, 
fomewhat like atrial of fkill—as the Dic.gui- 
bus in terris among the Romans. Riddle 
me this, and riddle me that, 1s a common. 
verb in our old poems, for Explain me this, 
and expound me that, So late as Milton 


we read—— 
‘Be lefs abitrufe, my riddling days are o’er— 


from the mouth of Sampfon Agoniftes. A 
RIDDLE however, now, in mere converfa- 
tion language, means Iittle elfe than an 
RwicMa, and fittle more than what Pere 
Boubours, in Les Memoires de Trevoux, de~ 
{cribes as a fubtle and ingenious difcourfe 
including fome concealed meaning. 

2 When 
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When Hempe is fpun, 
tt Ea done, 


was an eznigmatical prophecy, Top Bacon 
fays,. which the riddlers of his time con- 
ftrued thus: That after Henry, Edward, 
“Mary, Philip, and Elizabeth had reigned— 
England fhould be no more—or England 
fhould ceafe, was the word :—and fo it did, 


fays he, in “a manner, for after that our 


king’s {tyle was Great Britain—the ‘ini.’ 


‘tials of their names having completed the 
word as then {pelt Hempe. 

n1Gma is I learn of Greek derivation, 
and the oldeft books give us the beft exam~ 
ples—Sampfon’s in the book. of Judges— 


and mythological ones ‘innumerable at a 


‘time when almoft all literature was ‘drawn 
from Egypt, the true land of myftery and 
hierolyphic. .’Tis now:'a. mere {port and 
play of words, and ranks among thofé fpe- 
cies of falfe wit which are commendably 


exploded. 
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exploded. Yet Dumay the agreeable cotitis 
fellor at Paris, after he was blind, fent Me- 
nage thefe two lines, having” previoufly 
been told’ that his friend was laid up with | 
the gout : | 


Qui mala noftra tulit proeftanti dote valebat. 


Ede viti pect dos tibi tatis erit. - 
‘* 


To which Menage inftantly oe ct 


¥ 


the fervant who waited, » 


€Edipodent tecum facio. Tumet wget uterque 
| 


Pes mihi, Caligat lumen utrumque tibi. 
The anfwer is pfrettieft, 


In Cedipus alone f read 
Our miferies united ; 
My lattienefs was to him darcindy 
His eyes like yours LeaidHtadt 
could do nothing with the xrppre its 
felf—Mir. Gray did me the honour to turn: 
it thus ; | | 


fie 
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| He vihto our ills united bares 


“The art of divination knew § 5 


5 a fF 
af you ‘the prophet’ 8 name declate, 


a Lo 
ag aug 


“PH hail’ y os eed sig t00. 


, 
" ¥ : Diy ; 
a 


Dit 


And while ‘the world ¢ owes 5 him ‘folid Sails 


gations, let, him neither be angry not» 


athamed that it fees he can tele to oblige 


or, divert. a friend. 


The REBUS meantime, fuch as Menage | 


or Camden, defcribes, isa flill meaner cor 


trivance, as. things now ftand, than the laft 
mentioned; . yet an acquaintance with them 
may afhift men in .decyphering old families, 
which fhewed, their names by, devices: as 
Sir Anthony Wingfield, who with the crofs 
and red rofe, which. latter, denotes a Lancal 
trian Partizan, gave a wide extended wing, 
with thefe four letters round, sF.E. LD, 
while Fuller .of Rofe- Fall chole for his ; 1 Lea. 
Pues device, OF exer gue, 


» Ae Roje,,a Hill, an Lye, a Loaf and a Well. 


ae? 


Pye Hill I love cell, being implied. Theft 


st Shy | tticks | 


ca 
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tricks were taught us in fhe eatly ages by 
the French, among whom they are fill 
called Rebus de Picardie. But they have been 
always in the world, I believe; nor did 


Lucius Florus, nor Julius Cefar ttelh ° 


fcorn a contrivance of the fame nature, © 


when the hiftorian gave a flower fignifying 


-- 


bis appellation, as Benvenuto Garofani, the ” 


painter in the fame country, did a good 


_thoufand years after :—and ’tis faid by the ° 


connoiffeurs how Julius Cefar put an ele- | 


phant upon his coin, becaufe Cxfar means ° 


elephant in the Mauritanian tongue. Nay, — 


I doubt not but the Czar, which means > 


Cefar, gives a true REBUS at this very © 


day in the order of the Elephant, upon | 


that very principle. The difcriminating | 
difference feems to be this: the RIDDLE’ 


may be profe, and the fubje& is totally at. 


his choice who makes it. The ®NIGMA 
fhould be verfe, and a fhort diftich is moft 


claffical; while the ReBUS muft include a © 


. NaN, 


A 


+ Mice 


¢ 
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wame,.which to the exergue is not ne- 
eeffary. Bik hoes 

no CHA RADE is a new device of the fame 
kind, I never heard its origin, but know that 
when the Spectator had driven out. this laft 
; abfurdity, and Garrick helped its exit by 
his revival of Abel Drugger; ingenious 
‘dulnefs, invented a new one, and covered 
our, fans, fcreens, &c. with CHARADES 
newly brought from France. ‘The fubtlety 
here confifts in making two different qua- 
lities agree in a third; one is fufficient for 


a {pecimen : 


My firft runs at you, 
e709 My fecond runs into you, - 


My third runs through you, 


is as good as any of them: "Tis buck-thorn 


anfwers the defcription. 


KOOL. I. Je RIDICULE, 
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RIDICULE, RAILLERY, DERISION, BANTER; « | 





ARE much too nearly allied—yet natu- 
rally at a good diftance from ftri@ fyno- 
| nymy; the fecond and the fourth being 
agreeable fources of amufement and inno- 
cent mirth, while the other two are odious 
and terrifying. Yet nothing is furer than 
that a man, or {cience, or a quality of the — 
mind, or a flight affeGiation in the perfon 
of a friend, which has been only once the 
fubje& of BANTER or RAILLERY ina fet 
of gay companions, becomes quickly a 
theme of DERISION ‘to fools, who learn 
laughing more eafily than difcernment in 
the choice of objets where RIDICULE is 
juftly permitted. Addifon, though pof- 
feffled of humorous powers beyond every — 
other writer in our language—Shakefpeare 
alone excepted—detefts all drollery on feri- 


~ ous 





“ie 
: 
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ous fubjects, and fays in his Freeholder, that 
_@ quotation out of Hudibras fhall make 
fome blockheads treat with levity an obli- 
gation wherein their welfare is concerned 
in this world and the next. Such rart- 
LERY, adds he, is enough to make the 
hearers tremble. AndI do think the {pirit 


of DERISION (become either fo natural or 


_fo infe&tious among Britons, that the very 


Babies of our ifland are tainted with it) 
never did find a way to gain applaufe as 
now in fafhionable circles, till my Lord 
Shaftefbury had fhown us how happily and 
airily we might laugh at Heaven and its 
judgments: for although the noble author’s 
own fhafts of RrpicuLE were feverely and 


with much humour retorted upon him again 


_ by Mandeville, in the firft dialogue of his 


fecond volume, where the laugh and parody 


_are admirable; and although numberlefg 


_ good anfwers have been made to the Cha- 


racteriflics, one in particular, very little 


Q 2 read, 
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read, inanovel called The Cry; my heart 


prompts me to fancy, and experience con- 


firms the notion, that fince that book ap- 


peared, which taught mankind how RIDI- 
CULE alone was to be confidered as a teft 
of truth, every character, however venera- 


ble by virtue of condué or dignity of fitu- 





ation—eyery tranfaction, however trifling in - 


itfelf, has been torn out and hung Ee take | 


the public eye to excite DERISION of au- 
thority, and promote: BANTER where ‘tis 
difficult to imitate merit. | 

South fays, that it was out of Titus’s 
power not to be derided,* but in his power 
not to be ridiculous ; Buel this is the beft 
comfort for thofe whofe delicacy has fuf- 
fered by modern wit. Yet a man may lofe 
his eye from the ftroke of a boy’s pop-gun, 
if not aware of its fudden approach; and 
tis obfervable enough too, that as the pre- 
fent are beyond all preceding times fruit- 
ful in farcaftic merriment, fo I tecolleé no 


ape 
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age lefs fertile of elegant humour and harm- 
lefs gaiety than the prefent. Broad mirth and 
coarfe reprefentation of mean manners, and 
the rough fcenes of life, beft fix the atten- 
tion of high people to the ftage, where they 
‘contemplate the tricks of Mifs Hoyden and 
Mis Tomboy with the fame difgraceful ea- 
| gernefs that detains a lower fet with liquor- 


ith hope of feeing fomewhat at a_print- 


fhop window capable to inflame appetite in. 


unintelleCtual and empty youth, or to re- 
{tore it in debauched though half inert old 
age. Such is the retrograde progrefs of 


falfe refinement, and ill directed opulence: 


—juft theme of indignant fatire to thofe. 


who write, of pointed RAILLERY to fuch 


as have talents for converfation. 


Or RULE, 





fin! 
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RULE, SWAY, GOVERNMENT, 





ARE not precifely fynonymous, though 
fimilar. Sway has by far the gentleft 
meaning of the three; its derivation from 
a German word /chweben, expreflive of un- 
dulatory motion, implies a degree of foft- 
‘nefs little confonant to the other two; ‘and 
‘we fay without impropriety eivil or gram- 
‘matical, that in thofe countries where abfo- 
‘lute ‘RULE fits defpotic on the lips, almoft 


‘upon ‘the eye of the fovereign, a favourite 


‘may ftill bear corifiderable sway, and guide 


‘to his own fancy the fceptre of GOVERN- 


meNT. Ifwe turn our looks towards the 


verbs formed from thefe nouns, we may like- 


wife obferve minds of peculiar make, which, 


though they refift being RULED, will eafily 


permit their opinions to be led, and their 


judgment swaveD; and ’tis well known 
| | that 


amis 
eae 
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that men of this defcription muft be Go- 


VERNED by influence: for, asa great ftatef- 
man. of old fays; “If you will work on 
any man, you muft either know his nature 
and fafhions, .and fo lead him; or his 


ends, and fo perfuade him ; or his weaknefs, 


and fo awe him; or his interefts, and fo Go- 
vERN him.” Tis therefore that I now 
ceafe to wonder what thofe people would 
have, who complain not only of the authority 


but the influence of GOVERNMENT. There 


are but three ways to choofe ont of: we 
muft be each wholly independent of other, 
and, acknowledging no head or heads, no 


fubordination, no fociety, live ‘like fome 


-folitary Indians, in a ftate of total freedom 
from every divine and every human tie ;— 
or we muft be GOVERNED fomehow—either 
by RULE, as a hufband in his houfe, where 
all acknowledge his’ authority; or like a 


wife in her family, who sways by influ- 


ence, and holds her limited power by per- 
Q 4 | petual | 
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petual attention not to difguft by its too 


rough exertions. Defpotic fovereigns are: 


obeyed as the man is in this cafe :—Jimited 


monarchs are contented to carry every. 


point as a woman in her circle, 

And win their way by yielding to the tide, 
only adopting fkill inftead of ftrength. Nor- 
den tells us, in his account of Cornwall, 
fomething concerning the Pendre ftone 
analogous enough to our GOVERNMENT 
here in Great Britain. | 

“It is (fays he) a rocke upon the toppe 
of a hill near Blifton, on which ftandeth a 
beacon, and on the toppe of the rocke lyeth 
a ftone, three yardes and a haulfe long, four 
foote broad, and two and a haulfe thick: 
and it is fo equally balanced that a touch 
may move it, whereof | have had true expe- 
rience. Yet whereas a man with his /it¢le 
Jiger can eafily ftirr the fame, the flrength 
of many men cannott ever move it or re- 
move away.” 


If 
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-df therefore people fancy there is fome- 
thing great in refufing to be awed by ma- 
jetty, or RULED by power, let them at 
leaft, like their own huge and rugged mafles 
of ftone in Wilthhire and in Cognwall, thew 
themfelves ealy to be swayeED with a foft 
touch and gentle hand, nor complain alike 
of influence and of authority ; fince we fee 
clearly that fome GOVERNMENT is necei- 
fary to every country: and how fociety is 
carried on where all will bear RULE, and 
none will fuffer it, a neighbouring nation 
fhews. Let ours take warning from the 


dread example, reflecting that thefe monu- 


mental {tones would not have ftood fo 


long, had not their balance been fo nicely 


kept. The venerably ancient, the almoft 
felf-exiftent rock of royalty may yet, as we 


fee, be at length deftroyed by mean but 


Jong continued efforts to undermine it; . 


though, when it {plits, infulting curiofity is 


wounded by the fragments, and calm fpec= 


tators 
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tators lie erufhed beneath its fall; while 
thefe apparently works of art, as Bryant 
judges from their repetition, muft, when 
they fink, drop all at once together——fo clofes | 


ly united are the fuftainers and foftained. 
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MUST neceflarily feem fynonymous to 
foreigners, who fee them ufed perpetually 
for.each other in our beft authors—or think 
they do—becaufe the words are commonly 
appropriated with a felection exact enough, 
England, fay we, affords more fituations 
that one may juftly term RURAL, than any 
nation or country in Europe ; for in France, 
Italy and:Germany, at leaft, you are always 
too near, or too far from a great city; fo 
that the prominent features of every land- , 
—feape exhibit either wildnefs approaching 
to 
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to barbarity, or elle cultivation refembling 


a garden more than -fields:—whereas in 
Great Britain, where opulence is . more 
diffuled, and knowledge jle{s .concentrated, 
Nature accepts the character of individuals, 


and every place poflefies fome agreeable 


ornaments. which tend to its embellith- 


ment—though no fpot is by the accumula- 


tion of fuch ornaments made more {plendid 


than beautiful. Rurat elegance is the 


pride and pleafure of our happy ifland, 


whence RusTic groffnefs and rough fce~ 


nery.are fo nearly expelled, that you feek for 
them in vain at a great diftance from the 
capital, among the lakes of Weftmoreland, 
or along the fea-coafts of Devonthire. 


Whence our faftidious travellers, perhaps, 


Tid of the tedious and difrelith’d good, 
Seek for their folace in acknowledg’d all, 
» Danger, and:toil, and pain. : 
| GravAm’s TALEMAcHUS. 


We 


3 
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We climb the Alps of Switzerland and 
Savoy, or journey round the Hebrides in 
fearch of contraft and variety, delighting 
to penetrate the hidden recefles of Nature, 
and 

Call her where ‘he fits alone, 


Majeftic on her craggy throne. 


Such ee indeed produce magnificent 
ideas in the mind, but they are ideas of 
God, not man. He always feems debafed 
on fuch a theatre, and, to fay true, ge- 
nerally acts his part upon them with Rus- 
TiciTy enough: while foreigners are often 
heard to admire our peafantry both in the 
north and weft of England, each with his 
watch, his little fhelf of books, trimmed 
hedge, clean fhirt, and planted garden; 
enjoying that RURAL fimplicity, and ele- 
gant competence—glory of Britons !—great 
and enviable refult of equal laws and mild 


adminiftration ! 


Let 
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~ Let them remember then thofe laws, thofe rights, 
That generous plan of pow’r deliver’d down. 
From age to age by their renown’d forefathers, __ 


So dearly bought, the price of fo much blood. 


Appison’s Caro. 





en rn ae 
nr 
Ss 


TO SAUNTER, TO LOITER, TO LINGER, TG 
DELAY, TO BE SLUGGISH, DILATORY, 
, AND TEDIOUS. 





UNPLEASING qualities variouily ex- 
_prefied by all thefe verbs and adverbs, which 
are nearly though not clofely fynonymous. 
We apply fome of them to perfons chiefly, 


and fome to things. 


‘What plagues, what torments are in ftore for thee, 


Thou sLuGccisnH idler, piratory fave! 


fays the Turk in Johnfon’s Irene. He had 
indeed an averfion to fuch people amount- 
ing almoft to antipathy, though he confi- 
Ks | dered 
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dered himfelf among the number, and paffed 
his life in forming and breaking refolutions 


of active diligence: He faid that the verb 


SAUNTER came originally from Saimte Terre 


the Holy Land ; for that in crufading times, 
when a fellow was found Lo1TERING about, 
unable or unwilling to give account of him- 
{clf and his defigns, if afked whither he was 


going, the ufual reply was, @ Ja Sainte Terre : 


_and from that caufe, people who Ln GERED 
about a houfe, trefpaffing upon that hofpi- 
tality which in fuch days was with difficulty 
refufed, were called by corruption Saite- 
derrers and SAUNTERERS. DELAY, mean- 
time, is a word that may often be ufed in 


an excellent fenfe as a part of policy and 


military {kill: witnefs the condué of Fabius, | 


He we are told faved Rome by procrafti- 


nation, and drawing out the war into length; 
fatiguing his enemy and wearying the pa- 
tience Ms troops, who fighting in a foreign 
land need no enemy dwt paticnce for their 


utter 


a 


BRITISH SYNONYMY: —azg. 


‘utter extirpation ; while thofe who die can 
never be replaced, and every village affords 
refuge for the aiffailed, and ruin to the af 
failants. | . 

Fortune, in great matters as well as fmall, 
relembles the market: if you can wait a 
while the price will fall. That prLays are 
dangerous is on the other hand no falfe 
proverb: but the meaning ere is, when 
you come to the moment of execution, do 
quickly that which you have confidered lei- 
furely ; for as the motion of a boy’s top 


turned fwiftly round appears to fland till, 


fo no fecrecy can be ever comparable to cele- 


rity in bufinefs. That arrow is furef to 
hit the mark which is moft fuddenly and 


fwiftly fhot. ! 

Bt ai va pretty quibbling epigram once 
upon a man whofe name was Baddeley, and 
who owed the writer money, if I remember», 
it ran thus : 


DrELay is bad—and I may fay, - 
_ 'There’s nought but bad in Baddelay. 


3 SEDITIONS, 
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SEDITIONS, TROUBLES, FACTIONS, 
‘ - DISTURBANCES, . ~~ 





ARE nearly allied certainly, yet not 


quite fynonymous ; for TROUBLES {pring 


up many times in ftates from caufes not 
eafy to cure—as tedious ‘wars abroad, which 
caufing heavy debts at home, produce dit- 


trefs from mere inanition, like the alkaline 


fever brought on a human body by too long 


abftinence from food. There are likewife 


TROUBLES enough from repletion, when ill 


humours are afloat. But nations not kept’ 


ignorant of the difeafe or remedy, will be 
“little fubjet to DISTURBANCE, even from 


the worft of thefe caufes; having learned 


from knowledge of paft ages, or experience 


of prefent, that unlefs the ftate is intrinfi- 
cally poor, and fo enfeebled from lofs of 
commerce that it can with difficulty reftore 

--itfelf 


x5 


ne 
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itfelf to health and vigour, or fuddenly of- 
fended by innovations, ’twill not be eafy 
to excite SEDITION among the common 
people, who are always-more difpofed. to 
quiet than their agitators expected to find 
them; flow to move, although powerful 
when once fet in motion; and ever more 
inclined by nature and cuftom to. obey the 
King de faéio, than any newly fprung-up 
body of nobles, or felf-created demagogues 
delighting in confufion, in which our en- 
lightened commonalty fee far off that they 
{hall only be made inftruments of advance- 
ment to fellows no better. than themfelves, 
who for the purpofes of FACTION climb on 
the fhoulders of the people to reach at and 
defiroy the King’s prerogative. A monarch 
is fafe againft all fuch, however, while he 
pofieffes the good-will of his common peo- 
ple; and every child’s Pantheon can remind 
us, that when the inferior deities, nobles of 
‘the fky, made a faCtious combination to 

VOL. II. R | bind 
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_ bind or confine Jupiter, Briareus came int 
with his hundred hands (meaning the mul- 
titude), and unloofed every knot. But al- 
though a ftate nicely balanced is leaft fubjec 
to ferious DISTURBANCES Of any other, it 
may naturally be obnoxious enough to petty 
TROUBLES, as winds are always higheft- 
-when the fun is in Aries or Libra, and zgui- 
‘noctial tides are proverbial. 

Let not our neighbours fancy, however, 
that fiich wear out our ftate. Oppotition fs 
exercife, and contributes to the long life of 
amixed government; and'thofe who take 
pains to convince us that every brifk gale 
muft needs end in a hurricane, lie under a 


phyfical as well as a political miftake. The 
dead calm that precedes fuch a convulfion 


of nature, or of civil polity, is the dreadful: 
fymptom, the fignal for experienced pilots 
to draw in all the fails, and colleé clofe to- | 
gether, that fo the tempeft’s fury maybe 


\ fpent in: vain. . 


SENTI-« 
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SENTIMENT, THOUGHT, NOTION, OPINION, 





ARE nearly fynonymous in books, but 
not in talk, where the firft has of late ufurp- 
ed a wider dominion than our tongue regu- 
larly granted. We fay in good ftridtnefs, 
Row "twas our firm opinion till laft week, 
that our old friend Ruggiero had more 
THOUGHT in him, ‘and better NoTIONS 
both of honour and propriety, than thus to 
betray his sENTIMENTS at the requeft of a 
paltry creature, who courted him out of 
them for interefted purpofes alone—a mere 
felf-lover, who would willingly fet any 
body's houfe on fire for the fake of roafling 
der own eggs. This example, however, is 

exceedingly imperfe&. A lady of delicacy 
4s now called, I know not why, a lady of 

SENTIMENT ; and a perfon who, as Addi- 
fon’s Sempronius fays of Cato, is grown by 


R2 being 
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being long liftened to, ambitiou/ly fententious, 
has been of late derided by the appellation 
of a man of sENTIMENT—in allufion, as I 
_fuppofe, to Mr. Sheridan’s play. Favourite 
dramas have,among the Englith, a temporary 
influence over language that would amaze 
one. The Duke. of Buckingham’s Rehear~ 
fal drove out of fafhionable company the 
filly phrafe of Egad and all that ; and [have 
been told that Dryden’s Sir Martin cleared 
the elegant tables of their then favourite in- 
tercalation Jv fine, Sir. New ones meanwhile 
fpring up every day, like thefe, dully to take 
their turn and-be forgotten, to the no fmall 
incumbrance of converfation, and fatigue of 
one’s ear ; for living, as Collins faid, under 
the dominion of a word, whether sENTI- 
MENT, or rage, or bore, or pledge one's felf; 
or whatever abfurdity determines choice, 
mutt furely be a defpicable mode of prov- _ 
ing our good breeding, which rather con-~ 
fifts in. the art of banithing fuch pedantry 

_than 
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than inviting it. Indeed the pedantry of a 

drawing-room is no lefs offenfive than that 

of a college, or an army coffee-houfe, or a 
merchant’s compting-houfe ; —all are tedious 
and difgraceful, and fhould be fwept away. 
Let the players fet the example, and, by re- 
forming the defpicable cant of their green- 
rooms, fhew themfelves ft to mend the foi- 
bles of the age. 

When the old poet Maynard came ‘to 
Paris a little while before his death, what- 
ever he faid one night almoft when his 
friends and he met at a tavern, fome or 
other of them cried out, Ce mot la n’eft 
plus en ufage. Wearied at length with their 
fafhionable criticifms, he called for a fheet 
of paper, and wrote thefe verfes upon it 
impromptu : 

En cheveux blancs il me faut donc aller 

Comme un enfant tous les jours a l’école ; 


Que je ferois fou d’apprendre & parler, 


Lorfque la rhort vient m’6ter la parole! 


Rag How 
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How fenfelefs were I to be carried along 
In grey hairs to your new modifh {ehool ! 
Sure death would a day fooner palfy my tongue, 


Should it prove me {0 errant a fool. 


SIGNS, PICTURES AT SHOP- DOORS, MARKS, 
TOKENS, PAINTED NOTICES THAT 
SOMETHING 1S SOLD WITHIN. 





T HE firft is the sont ord ‘a what 
the others rather defcribe than exprefs. 
Swift fays fomewhat haftily, that wit and 
fancy” are not employed in any one article, 
fo much as in the contriving of SIGNS to 

hang before houfes. 1 rather think that it 
requires fome wit and fancy to explain the 
‘meaning of many yet unintelligible ones} 
though the Spectator, and fince him the 
_ Looker-on, in a paper luggefted by a friend, 
have thrown much light upon the fubject 5 


4 very 
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4 very trivial one to people like that friend 
capable of benefiting literature by things of 
greater importance. 

In the thirty-fecond number of the laft- 
mentioned paper, however, we firft are in- 
formed that ’tis to the heraldic diftinGion of 
the neighbouring noblemen that we are 
obliged for the multitude of monfters—as 
the Red Lion, the Black Swan, Biue Boar, | 
8c. a Swan fable, a Boar azure, a Lion gules, 
&c. being the coat armour of fome man of 
confequence in the neighbourhood. This is 
fo true, that the Harcourt Arms, the Pem- 
broke and Marlborough Arms are even now 
hung as s1GNs in the vicinage of Blenheim, 
Wilton, or Nuneham. The Green Man is 
however an exception: he is I believe an al- 
lufion to Bold Robin Hood ; and if the fize 
of the picture admits, Little Juhn is com+ 
monly vifible in the perfpeftive. The Two 
Maidens at or near Kennelworth, one with, 
ared rofe, and I think dreffed in pink too ; 

R4 the 
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the other with a white rofe, are apparently 
the Princeffes Mary and Elizabeth, fet up 
by fome wife fellow, who refolved to enter- 
tain the partifans of both families at his 
houfe, if poffible. Stews and TOKENS of 
every fort, however, are going out, in pro- 
portion as literature comes in. Formerly 
brothers or friends, married and fettled 
in different and diftant provinces, {ent 
TOKENS to each other, as proofs of their 
yet continued exiftence and welfare; but 
now the conveyance of letters by regular 
- pofts is eftablifhed, fuch MARKs are ren- 
dered unneceflary. The cuftom, however, 
ftill obtains in Poland, I underftand, and is 
fearcely worn out in Moravia. Si1GNs at 
elegant traders’ will very foon be out of 
cuftom, I fee plainly. Brewers were wont 
to fet up an Anchor or a Peacock, &c. but 
they are fallen into difule; and I recollect 
MO SIGN at any banker’s now, unlefs the 


Three Squirrels ftill land in view at Tem- 
5 ple 
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ple Bar; which, from the analogy perhaps 
between that hoarding animal and a money- 


dealer’s fhop, may have been longer prefery- 


ed than the reft. *Tis now growing familiar, — 


I obferve, to write the Prince’s Head, or the 
White Lion, inftead of painting them; and 
fome would certainly be with difficulty re- 
prefented to the eye, as a Nimble Nine-~ 
pence, which was nothing more, probably, 
than a little coin twirled about as the defig- 
nation of a gaming-houfe. The Round of 
Beef at fome cook’s fhop near St. Giles’s 
tempted Cox the merry dancing-mafter, of 
facetious memory, when he faw thefe words 
under, Good boiled beef ot every day, to 
rub the top of the 4 out, fo that it ftood 
thus, zot every day; and the people did not 
know where to apply for their dinners; fo 
looked them out another place for that pur- 


pofe. | 


Pious sIGNs too, as the Lamb and Stan~ 


dard, 








B50 BRITISH SYNONYMY. 


dard, from a verfe in St. John’s Apocalypfe ; 
the Dove and Mitre, which fill remains at 
Hereford; with the Nun and Crucilix, &e. 
wear out every day, as religion grows more 
delicate and lefs fervent among us. The 
Hare running over the Heads of Three 
Nuns, which ufed to ftland at Charing Crofs, 
was manifeftly nothing more than bad fpell- 
ang. Nuns of fome religious orders wear a 
arr cloth or cilice next their fkin, for 
purpoies of mortification, and this article 
was fold at the linen-drapers’, who furnith- 
ed the whole of their drefs; but the practice 
growing obfolete, I fuppofe, and the idea ftill 
continuing of fome connexion betwixt a 
nun and a Harr fkin, they thought it a 
ware fkin, and fet up the figure of that 
animal accordingly. 

Enough on this fynonymy of sens and 
MARKS and TOKENS at /hop-doors, whence 
they will {oon be banithed, I believe. Under 

; the 
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the article symBoxL much will occur of fe, 
‘¥lous matter szcwified by vilible ricuREs, 


MARKS, and TOKENS. 


iin : : 4 


SILLY, IGNORANT, SENSELESS, 





ARE not fynonymous, except in the 
mouths and opinions of fuch as are sENSE- 
LESs by nature, or IGNORANT with regard 
to language. Dr. Johnfon ufed to fay, and 
I have read it recorded by fome of his bio- 
graphers, that the heaping loads of litera- 
ture on a head unfurnifhed with the pre- 
cognita of knowledge, a sENSELESs foul, as 
he often called fuch people, was like fetting 
diamonds or other precious jewels in lead, 
which could but obfcure the luftre of the 
‘tone, and make the poffeflor afhamed on’t. 

Had he lived in Italy, this obfervation 
had been Joft ; for as among our countrymen 


may 
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may be found many men of very mean and 
‘limited powers, who yet are excellently 
taught, and for that reafon far from 1GNO- 
RANT, although stLLy enough on occafions 
where no {cience comes in play, and mat- 
ters of mere common fenfe are made the 
fubjects of converfation—fo in Italy, where 
little cultivation is thought neceflary, "tis 
exceedingly rare to hear a gentleman or 
lady difgrace themfelves by a sENSELESS | 
or weak manner, either of a€ting or of 
fpeaking, however IGNORANT they may 
prove of what we Englifh confider as al- 
moft indifpenfable literature—the know- 
ledge of our own tongue, for example, and 
fo much of geography as may keep us from 
being told impoffibilities, and then laughed 
at. An inftance will contribute’to explain 
my meaning, in thefe pofitions. 

The Spanifh ambafflador to our court in 
Charles the Second’s time was accounted,- 
and juftly, a man of large capacity, deep 

political 


then 
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political thinking, aCtive in bufinefs, and, in 
a word, far too cunning for our thoughtlefs 
monarch’s counfellors to cope with; but 
although nothing lefs than siLLy, he {fet 
thofe o'laughing at his IGNORANCE to 
whom he was himfelf fuperior in parts and 
judgment, when the Royal Society being 
_defirous of putting in practice Torricelli’s 
experiments, theught the Peak of Teneriffe 
a good place to prove their eficacy, and 
deputed two members to folicit from his 


excellency letters of recommendation for 


the Canary Ifles. The ambaflador mean- | 


time, never doubting but that their intention 
was to fetch away wine, not knowledge, 
enquired what quantity they propofed bring- 
ing home; to which when the deputies re- 
plied, that their bufinefs was only to weigh 
the air upon the mountain’s top, he drove 
them from his houfe like madmen, and ran 


himlelf to Whitehall, crying out that fome 


e¢razy Englifhmen had infulted his avoca-_ 


tion, 
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tion, and begged permiffion to weigh thé 
air in his mafter’s dominions—as if fuch 
things were ‘poffible. Charles and: his bros 
ther, who were no méan philofophers, cons 
cealed, from good breeding, their contempt 
of this IGNORANT Spaniard; but the im+ 
pofibility of: weighing air foon became a 
hack joke among the courtiers to divert the 
king’ in private. But why lock fo far 
back? An intelligent nobleman from the 
Continent afked me not more than feven 
years ago, where that Mr. Londini lived, 
that made fo many and fo good mufical 
‘inftruments, particularly the piano e fortes, 
which always bore his name’in front. ‘THis 
was being fomewhat behind hand with 
the reft of mankind, no doubt, yet was 
there no intelle@tual weaknefs difcoverable, 
“but the contrary; and a man lefs sILLy 
or SENSELESs than he have I not often 
Known. | | 
Of Englith fimplicity combined with 

2 found 
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* found learning, numberlefs examples crowd 
about one’s remembrance, and prefs for the 
place of diftintion, . The firft that prefents 
itfelf is that of a gentleman eminent. for 
claflic. knowledge, a capital orientalift, and 


a perfon to whom the ‘laft related ftory ,will 





be moft welcome if he reads. it, Returning 
from India once, he fhewed me a curious, 
gem given him by fome prince-of the coun- 


try, its colour a rich heavy green, its 





thicknefs aftonifhing, and the degree of 
tranfparency vifible in fo folid a body— . | 
wonderful. I admired its uncommon beau- 


ty and value, and loft fight of the pofleffor - 





for three or four years ; at the end of which 
time chance threw us once more into the 
fame affembly-room, but in a different part 
of Europe. I hoped his gem was fafe, 
Oh yes! replied my countryman, ’tis cut 
into a ring now, and has half ruined me 
in paying for the inftruments it broke dur- 
ing the operation ; for, continued he,, tis 


very 








“ex6 BRITISH SYNONYMY. 


very near a diamond itfelf: but we fplit it 
up at laft, and I made fuch a jeweller— 
naming him—engrave a figure on it, that 
it might be interefling. What figure? faid 
I anxioufly. Why, faith, madam, J cannot 
tell; I have fcarce looked at it fince ; but 
it was what the gold{mith thought pro- 
per—for there fhould be fomething on a 
ring, you know.. Was not this condud 
and mode of reafoning sENSELESS? Doc- 
tor Johnfon’s {tory of a young woman he 
once knew, who laid by the bones off her 
own plate at dinner, when fhe had been 
eating chicken, to feed a friend’s horfe 
whom fhe expected to call in the evening, 
ufed to furnith us matter of difpute. I 
thought her an ideot, while he contended 
that fhe was only IGNORANT of whata - 
milliner’s *prentice had no means of know- 
ing. She did not betray, fymptoms of folly 
in her bufinefs, faid he, nor yet dream of 
pa up oats and hay to feed the lap-dog — 


—how- 
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~—however fhe might miftake the nature of 
an animal. who came little in her way, and 
might be carnivorous for aught fhe, had op- 
portunity to obferve. Something however 
muft, I believe, “have been radically and 
from the beginning defetive in a mind fo 
SENSELESS, that it could not at the age of 
twenty years procure to itfelf better infor- : 


mation than this. 


RGD, TO SLibeE. 





THESE verbs are fo very clofely allied, | | 
that foreigners will be in perpetual danger 
of choofing the wrong; yet like reafon and af 


inftiné, as Mr. Pope fays, they are 
For ever feparate, yet for ever near. 


The fynonymy is by no means exaé, 
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and thofe who are not attentive may be 
eafily led to SLIP, or to make a sL1p—for fo 
a flight error is often called in Englifh: but 
fhould you in that very cafe fay fuch a per- 


fon has made a SLIDE, all would laugh ; 


only becaufe in figurative language the laft 
word is feldom ufed in a bad fenfe; and 
though Thomfon does bid the ladies take 


care of their sLIDING hearts oddly enough, 


it would not be borne in converfation. In. 


its direct fenfe too, natives know inftinctive- 


Ty the quantity of meaning each word bears, 


and the moft illiterate mother bids her little ) 
boys take care not to SLIP down, when : 
they go purpofely o’sLIDING on the ice: 
although fhe may not have feen the French 


epigram upon fome young men fkaiting : 


- Sur un mince cryftal ’hyver_conduit leurs pas, 
Le precipice eft fous la glace: 
elle eft de nos plaifirs la legere furface, 


_ Giiffez, mortels ! n’appuyez pas. 


Thus 
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Thus o’er the dangerous gulf below 
Is pleafure’s sLipprry furface fpread 3 — 
On tender fteps with caution go, 


They leone ink who boldeft Seay 
> eee 
And ’tis.no incurious or ufelefs reflection 


to obferve how from this uncertain opera- 
tion—this snippinc of one {mooth body 
over another—the {tudy of mechanics has 
found out the fecret to draw our moft infal- 
lible and perfe& method of gauging, mea- 
furing, Cc. without any affiftance from 
compafles; merely by the sznrpinG of one 
part of an inftrument againft another —while 
the fuperinceffus radens, in Everard’s famous 
machine, gives the anfwer on a marked 
rule to men no way {killed I fuppofe in 
mathematics ; a common excifeman being 
able to tell upon infpection the contents 
of a cafk of whatever magnitude, to an 
exactnefs that would puzzle a philofopher. 


On thefe occafions wonder is the natural 


-confequence of inexperience, nay, the. pro- — 
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per confequence; for blockheads only will 


fail to be furprifed when they fee an effec 
produced without an apparently adequate 
‘caufe. And here, although I may juftly be 
charged with /hifiing my ground and sLID- 
ING away from the fubjeét, I cannot for- 
bear relating a ftory, which, if it has not al- 
ready got into print, may ferve to fhow the 


juft amazement of favage nations at Eu- 


ropean ingenuity.x—An Englifh gentleman — 


walked into. the woods of America with a 


friend, taking as a guide with them how- 


ever an Indian youth. In the courfe of the ~ 


day’s amufement they feparated, and one 
of them finding fome curious fruit or ber- 
ries, fent them to his companion by the 
_ lad, with a note of their number traced by 
his pencil on a bit of paper. Some being 
loft on the way, he who received the pre- 
fent reprimanded the bringer for eating or 
lofing them, aud drove him back for more. 
The gentleman fent him again with the 


number 


re 
: Z 


ae 
Sie 
oe 
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number marked on the note, which proved 


the boy had played the fame trick with this 


fecond parcel as with the firft, and pro- 
cured him a new fcolding. The Indian 
now fell on his knees, and kifled the paper; 
which, fays he, I found out was a witch or 
conjurer the firft time ;—but now he has 
proved his power fupernatural indeed, be- 
caufe he tells that which he did not fee: for 


when [ flung away thefe laft berries for ex- 


periment fake, I took care to szrp the note 
under a fione, that it might not know what 
was palling, 


nae Soe er an ER ANS SEP aN STRATE SRL SCT TESS OE “REDRESS SRS penne eee eT 
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SLOPE, DECLIVITY. 


e 





MANKIND having obferved, no doubt, 
how beautiful nature is in her {pontaneous 
undulations ; how graceful is the sLopr, 
and how elegant the peciiviry ; thought 

Se ! they 
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they would embellith their inclofures with 
artificial imitation cf fuch charms, and con- 
trived the terrace built upon a SLOPE in the 
very early days of building and. horticul- 
ture, Semiramis’s hanging gardens are an 
inflance of this amufement’s antiquity ; the 
gilacis in fortification affords daily proof of 
its ufefulnefs, while the /”ppery turf betrays 
the affailants to their ruin, and well deferves 


its name ; which fhould not be confounded 


with that of counterfcarp, this laft relating 


merely to the pointed fhape or form of the 
elacis; and is taken from a woman’s fhoe, 
or clog; contra fearpa. So fafhionable 
were thefe acclivities in our own pleafure- 
grounds, forty years ago, that we find Pope 
ridiculing them in his admirable Epifile 
upon [alte ; 


And when up ten fleep /lopes you’ve drage’d your thighs, 
Juft at his fudy-door he’ll blefs your eyes. 


Such perverfenels was well exploded 3 


Pang 
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-and a more pleafing though lefs elaborate 
imitation of nature called in to fupply its 
place. The J/ola Bella upon Lago Maggiore, 
notwithftanding, owes its peculiar beauties 
to a fimilar conftru€tion of terrace and turf- 
afcent; nor can any difpofition of ground 
produce an effect equally ftriking and lovely 


fo certain is it that we fhould 
| i 
Confult the genius of the place in all; 


nor haftily condemn an ornament, which, 
though incapable of embellithing one fpot, 
may yet increafe the elegance of another :— 
the lefs haftily fhould we condemn this, as 
it is generally thought a line laid 





SLOPING or OBLIQUELY 


MAY be confidered as more beautiful 


der fe than a ftraight one. We leave the 
S 4. : Waving 


~ . 
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waving or curve line, emphatically acknow- 
ledged, fince Hogarth’s time, as the precife 
line of grace, out of the queftion; indeed 
neceffarily, becaufe though sLopinG it is 
not OBLIQUE, © 


EXAMPLE. 


The fun’s .path (as the Zodiac is popu- 


larly called) defcribes that eminently per- 
fe& line whofe curve is confidered by Ho- 
garth as efiential to true beauty, whilft the 


angle that line makes with the equator 


is juftly called the ostiquiry of the’ 


ecliptic, which fome authors—Chevalier de 
Louville in particular—with to believe di- 
minifhes perpetually.—Had his calculation 
of half a minute loft every fifty years been 
exact, however, our fphere would have 
been no longer an OBLIQUE one; and we 
who inhabit the temperate zones would 
no longer have experienced the inequality 
ef nights and days, 


SLY, 


oo 


e- 
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SLY, ARTFUL, CUNNING, CRAFTY, INSIDIOUS, 
KNOWING. 





THESE odious adjectives, alike defcrip- 
tive of one mean perfection, are furely not 
far from an exact fynonymy. Yet the 
truly ARTFUL man, whole long practice 
makes him an adept in the crooked paths 
which lead to the temple of this left-hand- 
ed wifdom, will not only be cRAFTY in 
his deep-laid defigns to arrive there, but 


cunning enough to conceal his intention 


of flarting at all, and INsIDIOUS to catch 


and overthrow his competitors in the race, 


by keeping at a diftance perhaps, and 
watching the others’ fall with what Milton 
fo finely terms sLy circum{peCion, when 
he defcribes Satan as the original inventor 
of thefe qualities, found by him efficacious 

to 
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to obtain our firft parents’ ruin. Thofe 
who by legerdemain beft pack the cards, 
however, are often moft unfkilful at the 
game; and I have readin fome ‘old Englith 
author, that the CUNNING fellow’s mind 
is like an ill-built houfe ; full of convenient 
clofets, and fecret paflages, with excellent 
back-ftairs ; but nevera sood room or hand- 
fome entrance. Doctor Gold{mith, in his 
charming Vicar of Wakefield, fays, the 
KNOWING one appears to him the foolith- 
eft blockhead of all, when his lite and fyfl- 
tem come to be reviewed: He tricks his ho-- 
neft. neighbour once.o'year at the fairy yet 
is always himfelf leading a life of anxiety 
and efcape—dying at laft probably in fome 
prifon; while the farmer he cheated grows 
rich, and happy, and fat, and gives good 
portions to his family, without having ufed 
any arts but induftry, or ftudied inven- 

tions except how to pay his debts pun@u- 


eect) ally, 
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cally, and buy goods at the beft market. 


‘The word KNOWING is however a vulgar 


one, as it belongs to a pedantry in ufe 


among gamefters, horfe-jockeys, &c. 





SNEAKING, CROUCHING, SERVILE; MEANLY 
@BSEQUIOUS. 





IN thefe fynonymes, as in fome foe 
others, we fhall find that although the 


words of clafflic derivation are neateft and 


-moft elegant, the Saxon ones carry a 


ftronger energy and bolder expreflion.— 
Pope choofes the meaner word for that very 
reafon, in his poem to Lord Oxford, where 
he fays, 


When Intereft call’d offall her sNEAKING train, 
And all the oblig’d defert—and all the vain. 


SERVILE 
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 SeRVILE would have been too foft to ex- 
‘prefs his juft indignation at a condu@ ex- 

perienced by many people befides Harley, 
the nation’s great fupport, as the poets de- 

lighted to call him. Many fentences, mean- 
time, might be contrived to call thefe ad- 
verbs very clofe together without imputa- 
tion of tautology, were we to fay that thofe 


SNEAKING half-neglected flatterers that 


cling round all who have either fortune or 


power, hoping by MEAN OBSEQUIOUS- | 


NESs to obtain their favour, are ever fir 


and likelieft to carry their sERVILE ‘talents — 


to another houfe, when they fee that fhut 
up, which once was open to receive and 


entertain them as friends. He too who 


frights a whole family by his vehemence, © 


and tyrannizes over a fickly wife, and poor 


dependant fifter, who marrying ill in her 
early youth came back a widow in five 
years, with two babies deftitute of provi- 


fion, 


, 
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fron, and is forced to cultivate a cROUCH- 
ING temper, to procure from this wretch 
a precarious fubfiftence—is probably, when 
you have followed him to another table, 
the moft SERVILE admirer of fome haugh- 


ty demagogue, head of his party, who 
Baw! for freedom in their fenfelefs mood, 


as Milton fays; and, while they exert the 
fevereft difcipline in their own families, 
profefs an ardent love of liberty; defiring 
howeyer, as it fhould feem, nothing much 
more or better than the pewer of exerting 
rough rule, though they will not fubmit to 
endure even the gentleft /way. | 


SOIL, 








wei 
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SOIL, PARTH, GROUND: 


ARE not fynonymous. We fay the wifeft 


man now on EARTH, not on GROUND, be- 


caufe we mean of the whole EARTH col- 


leGtively when {peaking thus in hyperbole. 


Yet foreigners will immediately recollect 


Pope’s verfes, which run perfe€tly right too, 


_as contradi€tory to my aflertion : 


i 


Led by her hand, he faunter’d Europe round, 


And gather’d every vice on Chriftian GRouND. 


hyperbolical certainly, but the GROUND Is ~ 


pointed out. When we fay, Such a country _ 


is Our native SOIL, ‘tis always half ina figu- 


rative fenfe, as if we erzy there, and could 


not, like fome vegetables, bear tranfplanta- 


tion. ‘The word is peculiarly energetic in the 
mouth 


| Me 
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mouth and from the chara&ter of Eve, whofe 


inexperience calls forth all our tendernefs, 


when fhe exclaims, 


Muft I then leave thee, Paradife! 
Thee, native sor! 


Thofe who are {peaking with agricolifts 


will obferve, that so1z is the word in ufe 


when we deferibe the nature of its two fy- 


“monymes, improperly fo called: but they 


who pay juft attention to man’s original 


and proper employment, know that when 


they till the GRouND, various kinds of 


SOILS are prefented to their examination, 
among which that we call loam is fuppofed 


to pofiefs the properties of real and ge- 


-nuine EARTH above all the reft; and tis 


obferved, I think, that the {uperftrata are 
commonly moft excellent in hot countries, 
the fubftrata in cold. 

S4xonr, fo named perhaps from its 
numerous and beautiful precious /foues, 
though. lying north, contains a wonderful 


quantity 
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quantity of phlogifton below, to compenfate 


for thofe clear frofts which pinch the fur- be 


face of the EARTH in thar diftridt ; and one 
of the brighteft gems I ever beheld was — 
found in a much colder climate ftill—JZa 
Terra di Labrador. This curtofity was fhewn 
me in the Emperor’s mufeum, where the 
gentleman who accompanied us about, took 
the kind pains to inform me of the fact and 
reafon; faying, he doubted not but the. 
soit there, meaning near Hudfon’s Bay, 
might by dint of cultivation produce much 
riches ; and what I thall have the honour 
to tell you concerning France is (continued 
he) worth your remembering—that where 
the fuperlicies of the GROUND Is fo fine and 
fertile, the fubftrata deny all reward to the 
toils of us deep fellows, in a manner not to 
be credited but by thofe who are {killed in 
the nature of EARTH and its various pro- 
perties: the reafon, he added, at leaft the 
lunmediate reafon, is want of neceflary phlo- 


gifton. 
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gifton. If our good German friend be now 
alive, he may delight to’ draw a parallel 
from the sor to the minds of thefe French- 
men, and kindle in himfelf a hope, that thetr 

fire, lying all near the top, may foon blaze 
-iefelf away ; while the concentrated warmth 
of Auftrian courage will long be likely to 
invigorate their meafures, their country and 
its inhabitants, as the fteady heat of col- 
le&ted embers is feen to remain long after 


the flame is confumed. 


SOURCE, SPRING, FOUNTAIN, WELL, 





ARE not fynonymous to the naturalifts, 
though nearly fo in converfation, We call 
thofe rounTAINS, however, which play 
fo beautifully before St. Peter’s church at 
Rome; and the extraordinary water which 
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takes fire with a candle at Brofeley in Eng- 
land, we call the burning wert. The hot 
sPRINGS at Bath meantime, and the mine- 
ral ones at Aix la Chapelle, are jultly famous¢ 
while we join in obferving how ftrange it. 
is, that fo great a river as the Nile fhould 
flow from a sOURCE fearce difcoverable 
by travellers. SOURCE and SPRING are. 
ufed figuratively too with great familiarity, 
but we don’t fay WELL at all, except ina 
pofitive fenfe; and though «we agree that 
our King is the FOUNTAIN of honour, I 
secolle&t-no-place where the other word ad- 
mits of fuch ufage. Source of my lite, 
and SPRING of all’ our actions, are: common 


figures in difcourfe as in writing. 


‘STYLE, 


7 
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STYLE MANNER, 





I HAVE read fomewhere ‘a pretty obfer- 
vation, that to write a good sryLe mutt have 
been originally as coarfe and as pedantic an 
expreflion, as we now think it, when a 


rough man, inftead of praifing Cramer’s tafte 


and kill, fays be plays a good fiddle, or plies 


‘bis flick to a miracle ;—for the styLe was 


once the inflrument ; and I doubt not but 


_ there may be ftill many a reader at Briftol, 


who delights to think how Mifs Hannah 
More is @ fine lady at ber pew, upon the 


fame principle ; while wits and {cholars and 


critics are admiring to fee fuch valuable 


thoughts delivered in fo admirable a STYLE. 
There is however a MANNER diftine 
from STYLE in every art, fo far as my weak 

fight can penetrate into their arcana: fome- 
thing like the differences in natural hiftory, 
ie where 
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where the animal of one kind is refembled 
by,fome particular creature of another— 
which is, notwith{tanding that refemblance, 
referred yet to another clafs. Johnfon’s 
STYLE, for example, is my Lord Bacon’s; 
but he caught a fhade of Brown’s MANNER 
in the expreflion. "Tis well known that. 
‘Teniers poflefled a styue of. painting all 
his own, while endowed with a peculiar 
power of imitating almoft every other pain- 
ter’s MANNER; whilft, in mufic, daily mil- 
takes are made by thofe who flatter them- 
felves they are compofing in the sTyLe of 
matters, whofe MANNER only, and perhaps . 
the wort part of that too, is all they have 
obtained. Singularities are foon picked up 
even by the moft curfory obfervers, if very 
prominent ; and numberlefs have for that 
reafon been the parodifts of Johnion, and 
the imitators of Sterne; whilft Young res 
tards counterfeits by his difficult and angu- 


lar 


ede 
4 
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lar fharpnefs, and Swift eludes them by his 
{mooth and voluble uniformity. In modern 
times, at leaft during thefe laft few years, 
the literary contéeft between Della Crufca 
and his admirers filled the newfpapers, ma- 
gazines, &c. His cluftering garland of or-_ 
namented diction pleafed fo well, that arti- 
ficial flowers fprung round us on every fide, 
till the temple of Flora was opened in vain, 
-for none would go in. 

Diifulion and diverfity delight from the 
idea of abundance which they convey ;— 
but if there be not a portion of thinking fuf- 
ficient to invigorate fuch expanfe, it mutt of 
necellity difperfe, and diflipate its perfume 
In the air. Evaporation would mend the 
STYLE of Della Crufca, as cold condenfes 
the virtue of rich wines, by freezing all the 
aqueous particles, and leaving the noble li- 
quor untouched and pure—a cordial in the 
heart of the cafk. Such chymiftry would, 
however, ruin his counterfeits ; they would 


3 turn 
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turn all to iced water, and that water dirty 
when again diffolved, 











SULLEN, AUSTERE, CHURLISH, SOUR, SURLY. 





THIS unpleafing fynonymy fhould not 
be dwelt on — but that our foreign readers 
will be apt to fay, An Englith writer ought 
not to have paffed over lightly, qualities fo 
defcriptive of her country manners; and to 
this charge | wifh nat to plead guilty. Mean~ 
while the words are really not fynonymous, 
We fay a SULLEN girl when young, is likely 
to end her days a sour old maid; and that 
a CHURLISH boy, who cats his apple behind 
the door, refufing a fhare to his fehool-fels 
lows, gives intimation of being at the clofe | 
of life, cither an AUSTERE father, if he mars 
ties early, or elfe a sury old bachelor, if 
he never marries at all, 


sxe) 
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So certain is it, that even in the mere 
- converfation ufe of thefe words, both age 
and fex may be faintly difcerned at a dif 
tance. Tempers of the kind here defcribed 
are likewife attributed to Englifhmen in ge- 
neral, not without reafon, as our national 
character is well painted under the name of 
our great minifter Cardinal Wolfey, by 
Shakefpeare, who fays he was 


Lofty and sour to them who lik’d him not, 


But to fuch friends as fought him—fweet as fummer. 


The nation too colle&tively, as a nation, 
does I fear lean towards a rough and sour 
difpofition, like their indigenous fruits the | 
bullace and the crab apple. Induftry ever 
feels a fort of pleafure in its acquired right 
to be rude; and plenty produced by artifi- 
cial means produces faftidioufnels not ob- 
fervable in countries | which owe their opu- 
lence \zmmediately, not remotely, to Heaven. 
They are for that reafon difpofed to fenfu- 
T 4 ality, 
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ality, but with gratitude : we grow AUSTERE 
and thanklefs: they think too much with 
Mr. Pope, that femjoy is to obey; and they 
-practife little obedience except to that agree~_ 
able precept. We find fault even with the 
enjoyments we poflefs, and delight moft in 
thofe who condemn the very luxuries we 


cannot endure to relinquifh, 


SUSPICION, JEALOUSY, 





ARE not fynonymous, while women ftill 
confider the latter as half a compliment, the 


former as a cruel and heavy offence, 


Oh fly! ’tis dire suspicIoNn’s mien ; 

And meditating plagues unfeen, 
The forcerefs hither bends ; 

Behold her hands in gore imbrued ! 

Look how her garments drop with blood. 
Of lovers and of friends ! 


But. 
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‘But we need call no help from poetry to 
exprefs abhorrence of a suspicious cha~ 
racter, while few things touch one more 
tenderly in life, or its beft reprefentative the 
theatre, than a generous unfufpedting cha- 
racter wrought up to JEALOUS anguifh.— 
Ofmyn and Othello, as I have feen them 
both exquifitely ated by Mr. Barry, car- 
vied away much of our compaffion, I re- 
member, from Zara and Defdemona ;—and 
this is fo true, that mifers—meaneft of man- 


_kind—are notorioufly moft difturbed by bafe 


Suspicions ; while they find it perhaps 


moft difficult of comprehenfion how any 


reafonable mortal can confefs himfelf weak 


enough to fuffer pain from fo empty a caufe 
as that of JEALOUSY. Again, it were per~ 
naps too hard even for the gentleft philan- 
thropift not to feel fome little pleafure when 
he fees the suspicious fellow over-reached, 
while few hearts are callous to the torment 


_ produced 
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‘produced by JEALOUSY im a feeling tem- 


per; and Metaftaho fays well, that 


Chi ciecamente crede 
Impegna a ferbar fede ; 
Chi fempre inganni afpetta, 


Alletta ad ingannar. 


te who blindly truits will find 
Faith from every generous mind ;. 
He who ftill expects deceit, 

Only teaches how to cheat. 


SWEARING, CURSING, PROFANE OATHS IN 
‘Sa DISCOURSE, 7 





FORM a horrible and hateful fynonymy ;. 
yet although this unaccountable fin, this fin 
without temptation, fince no appetite is gra- 
tified, or hope enlarged by it, obtains i 

every 
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every Chriftian country, although uncon- 
nedted with power, pleafure and riches, the 
three grand feducers of mankind, we may - 
. fafely affert, that ours is leaft infected with 
it of any country I have travelled through ; 
in each and all of which fuch PROFANE 
phrafes, whether OATHS or not I cannot 
fay, are fo exceedingly frequent, that one’s 
heart hardens into a difregard of them at 
Jatt. Words fo ftrange and fhocking are they 
too, that our verieft blackguards would fhud~ 
der at them; and I once faw an old rafcal 
ftand in the pillory at Charing Crofs, with a 
label, on which was written Bla/phemy, over 
his head, for having ufed an expreflion fa- 
miliar in the ftreets of Naples and of Rome 
as our Englith G— d— in thofe of Weft- 
minfter or Southwark. With this bitter 
mode of cuRSING our neighbours on every 
trivial offence, foreigners juftly reproach ws ; 
while ¢bey terrify their hearers by calling the 
moft fearful imprecations upon the bleffed 


~ faints, 
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faints, angels, deceafed martyrs, &c. for not 
protecting them from ill fortune, or for not 
procuring them fome good, of which they 
feem fo very little deferving. When I have 
reproved an Italian fervant for fuch blaf- 
phemous folly, the anfwer has been com- 
monly, Oh, [am a Venetian, or I am a 
Neapolitan—we all do fo; and one fellow 
told me this ftory for a truth:—That his 
friend, a poftillion from Naples, having two. 
grave gentlemen in his chaife, Priefts I be- 
lieve, they promifed to pay him double if 
he would not swEAR. The bargain was 
complied with, and fome miles were tra-= 
velled, when they perceiving he could hard- 
ty fit his horfe, afked if he were ill :—III! 
dear matters ! fays the man, to. be fared 
am; have you endeavoured to burft me 
with paffion, and do you afk what ails me? 
Give me permiffion but for ove round OATH, 
and I fhall perhaps seaey Serre BE gave 
leave laughingly, 

And 
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And now, cries the fellow, may every 
bleffed foul fince Adam’s time, my own 


father’s in particular, be plucked from Hea- 


ven, and plunged in everlafting torments! 


The journey was then continued. 


Meantime it appears, that folemnity of 


afleveration goes faft out of fafhion upon 


the continent. Juftinian, who inftituted the 


famous code, inftituted likewife the cuftom 
of SWEARING on the Evangelifts; and faid 


on that memorable occafion, that when that 


practice fhould be changed or flighted, con- 


fufion would enfue in the Chriftian world. 
France has got rid of the cuftom, and con- 
fufion does feem to come forward with haily 


firides. 


SYCO- 
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SYCOPHANT, PARASITE, INFORMER. 





WE are always told, and truly ir fupe 
pofe, that the firft of thefe words was orl= 
ginally a name beftowed ona government 
runner at Athens, where the duty on figs 
being eafily eluded tempted rafcally 1N- 
FORMERS to make a merit and a profit of 
their difcoveries ; the word SYCOPHANT 
‘being derived from two Greek words indi- 
cating a perfon who laid an information 
againft his neighbour for exporting figs, in 
a time of fcarcity, contrary to law.—The 
Romans however, from whom we had it, 
ufed it our way, as fynonymous to flatterer 
and PARASITE, I think.. The modern Ita- 
lians call fuch a fellow Cavalier del Dente 
humoroufly enough; and Martial feemed 
to know how thofe fellows lived in his day, 
as exactly as Doctor Gold{mith defcribed 

7 them 
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them fifteen or twenty years ago. T re- 
member, however, when they were much 
more frequent and common in our country 
than at prefent, and known at every great 
Englifh table by the ftyle and title of, Led 
Captain. General independence, and a 
‘broader ftate of equality, make fuch -crea- 
‘tures grown rare in a commercial nation, 
except in diftrits remote from the capital ; 
and it will fhortly be confidered perhaps as the 
province of antiquarians to explain the deri- 
vationof this laft term, though it liesno deep- 
er than this: —At the.clofe of Queen Anne’s 
wars, Our armies were difbanded, and the 
officers turned loofe upon the world, where 
fome faftened on their own, fome on'their 
neighbour's families; and every man of 
‘ Jaree property had a caftazm who lived with 
him in a ftate of convenient friendfhip— 
to be taken or left at pleafure of the matter, 
like his /ed-borfe; and thence .came the 
-phrafe. 


SYMBOL, 
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SYMBOL, TYPE, EMBLEM, FIGURE, SIGN, 
IMPRESE; DEVICE &e. 2 7 


ed 





THE firft of thefe words feems beft 
adapted to converfations upon ancient lite- 
rature. We fay the Egyptian Hierogly- 
phics were sYMBOLS, fometimes of the 
things they meant to bring before our 
minds, fometimes of thofe things’ virtues or | 
sttributes—becoming by this means both 
picture and character; the firft exoteric, for 
all to underftand ; the fecond efoteric, in- 
tended for the ufe of fcholars only. Typzs 
are feemingly more fhadowy than syM~ 
BOLS are, on one fide—yet lels fo on the 
other. The brazen ferpent was a TYPE of 
our Saviour’s crucifixion, and of its imme- 
diate benefit to thofe who look. up to it 
with faith, wounded by the fiery ferpent, 
but. wounded in vain.—The facrifice of a 
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lamb without blemifh was Typrcat if like 
manner of our redemption by the blood of 
Jefus; and perhaps it may one day be 
found—for TyPEs are no TyPks till what 
they prefigure is embodied by time—that 
Chrift’s injunGtions to prevent his apoftles 
itruggling for the higheft places at a feaft, 
meant to contain a TypicaL fhadowing 
out of what is now realizing among the 
churches they founded, where ’tis methinks 
fomewhat loudly faid to the once haughty 
Romanifts,— Give this man place ;—and they 
do actually and literally degin with fhame to 
take the lower room. Of emBiems facred 
and profane there is no end; every prayer- 


book exhibits the ox, the eagle, the man, 


and the lion, as attendants’ on the four 


Evangelifts; nor does even a fign-painter 
or a houfe-painter in London negle&t, when 
he fets up Saint Luke at his door, to. place 
the ox’s head at his right hand—although 
he may not be aware perhaps, that thefe 

VOL, II. U animals 
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animals were originally the old EMBLEM# 
by which were diftinguifhed the four prin- 
cipal tribes among the Jews; Judah, Reus 
ben, Ephraim, and Dan, -Thele fame 
beafts, befide, we may obferve drawing the 
mytftic chariot feen in vifion by Ezekiel, 
chap. i. ver. fo; and Chriftians adopted 
them, doubtlels, becaufe the fame creatures 
were exhibited in the [fle of Patmos to 
Saint John, as he tells us—Vid. Apoca- 
lypfe, chap. ‘iv. ver. 7+ ‘The republic of 
Venice {till venerates the winged lion as an 
EMBLEM of San Marco, but it was from 
Doétor Johnfon that I learned the follows 
ing verfes upon the fubjet; he faid they 
were very ancient, and very imperfect— 
but bid me write them thus: | 
Hic Mattheus agers hominem generaliter implet; 
Marcus in alta fremit, vox per deferta leonis ; 


- Jura facerdotis, Lucas tenet ore juvenci, 


- More volans aquil verbo petit aftra Johannes 


Jn 
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Ta thefe latter days the tafte. for’ EM- 
BLEMS and emblematical DEVICES, which 
are all of oriental original, is fallen inte 
decay from the mere propagation of litera- 
ture, as beacons are ufelefs in a broad noon- 
day fun: the laft I recolle@ was when the 
famous witty Lord Chefterfield was fent 
ambaflador to fome foreign court, I forget 
which.—The nobleman Envoy? de Louis 
Quine at the fame place, being called upon 
for a health, drank that of his mafter under 
the EMBLEM of the fun—taken by his pre- 
_ deceflor—(The fcene of our ftory is laid at a 
public feaft)—-when the Ruffian ftanding up 
begged leave to toaft his emprefs under the 
EMBLEM ofa rifing moon. Next came Great 


Britain in turn; and it was then Lord Chef 


terfield, though unaccuftomed to fuch DE= 


vices, fhewed his promptnefs of invention, 
by faying readily, I'll give you, gentlemen, as 
my king’s EMBLEM, then, fo/bua the leader 
| IRE Se of 
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of Heaven's chofen bof, at whofe command the 
fun and moon flopped in the midfi of their career. 
How ingenious that reply was, and how 
4-propos, time has fhown ; it has fhewn 
too, how upon the very Place de Caroufel, 
fo named from the caroufals and pageants 
made by Lewis the Fourteenth in honour of 
his then favourite miftrefs Mademoifelle de 
Ja Valiere, his haplefs fuccefior was hooted, 
infulted, cannonaded, purfued to death, 
and fuffered though innocent, to convince 
mankind that the hand of the Lord is not 
fhortened, as fays the Scripture. How little 
does the prefent day of perturbation and dif 
trefs, confufion and perplexity, in Paris, 
refemble thofe moments of triumph, when 
her proud monarch, after mortifying the 
Pope, and maflacring the puritans, fat. on 
his triumphal car, with his new IMPRESE 
the fun glowing at the back on’t; and, dif- 
miffing the oy Bourbon legenda, Orbi bonus, 

took 
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took that which offended all Europe to re= 
peat, viz. Nec pluribus impar ; and on which 


Benferade made thefe vertfes : 
To His Majefty of France reprefenting the Sun. 


Je doute qu’on le prenne avec vous fur le ton 
De Daphne ni de Phaeton, 
Lui trop ambitieux, elle trop inhumaine ; 
U weft point la de piege ou vous puifliez donner 
Le moyen de s’imaginer 
Qu’une femme vous fuit, ou quwun homme vous 


eT 
mene! 


‘Nor Phaeton’s rafhnefs, nor Daphne’s cold pride, 


See i iad s 


Will dare in the train of this pageant to follow, 


4 ~ 
Ca daha ates as Bae Lae ee 


Since what hero would venture your chariot to guide, 


What female would fly from our modern Apollo? 


And fo certain is it that all thefe gaieties 
had for their obje& the diverfion of La 
Valiere, and the quieting her confcience to’ 
a temporary repofe, that Prior, who was 
witnefs to fome of them, records in his So- 
jomon many gaudy amufements given by 


U 3 that 
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that eaftern monarch to Abra, moft of which 
were copies from what he had himfelf wit- 
neffed of the French king’s gallantries and 


glories, when he fays 


I court her various in each fhape and drefs, 


That luxury can form, or tafte exprefs. | 


With regard to the other two words of 
our fynonymy, siGNs and FicuREs, moft 
oriental writings, and in particular the Holy - 
Scriptures, are found full of them. ‘The 
woman in the Revelations, who fits upona 
{carlet-coloured beaft, is exprefsly {aid to be: 
that great city which reigneth over the 
kings of the earth—a difcrimination that 
could agree only with Rome at that period, 
chap. xvii. verfe 18. This is a FIGURE; 
fo was the Roman eagle in vifion to Efdras, 
book HU. chap. xi. and xii, where the re- 
public—with the voice proceeding from her 
body not her bead—the empire under the 
twelve Cafars, and the papacy with triple 


crown, 
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“erown, are clearly FIGURED out and ex- 
plained. But the rainbow in Genefis is a 
siGN promifed by God as an everlatting 
TOKEN that he will no more drown the 
world ; but that, whilft earth remains, feed- 
time and harveft, and cold and heat, fum- 
mer and winter, and day and night fhall 
not ceafe. Vid. Geneflis, chap. viii.” verfe 
92; and chap. ix. verfe 15. In confequence 
of this, when Jefus’s difciples (Matt. xxiv.) 
defire to know what fhall be the sicn of 
his return, and of this world’s final deftina- 
tion—our Lord confirms the faying of the 
Old Teftament, and adds—(although he tells. 
them how the /va fhall be darkened, and 
the moon fhall not give her light, with 
other dreadful occurrences)—that as the 
days of Noe were, fo fhall the coming of 
the Son of Man be; for as in the time of 
Noe they were eating and drinking, marry- 
ing and giving in marriage, till the Flood 
came and took them all away, fo fhall it be 

U4 that 
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that our Saviour’s fecond coming will equals 
ly furprife and take men unawares. Now - 
one would fuppofe that utterly impoffible,- 
were fuch truly unequivocal s1q@ns as thefe~ 
literally to precede his approach ; the world’s 
end muft then be apparent to the moft ftu- 
pid of mortals, and believed by the moft 
incredulous: but fhould thefe TOKENS be 
FIGURATIVE and EMBLEMATICAL, fhould 
thofe empires and monarchies who take the 
fun and moon for their EMBLEMS be dark- 
ened, and diminifhed, and turned into 
blood: fhould Mr. Fleming’s manner of ex- 
plaining the judgments upon France be 
found as ingenious as his calculations have 

hitherto appeared to be accurate; the fow- 
ers from Leaver may indeed be /haken, 
and all the sigNs promifed by our Saviour 
himfelf; his precurfors and his followers, 
may come upon the earth, and yet his ar- 
rival be no lefs fudden and unprepared for 
—like a thief in the night—while fummer 


and 
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al 


and winter, feed-time and harveft, may yet 


continue their uninterrupted courfe; which 


could never be, methinks, were the third 


part of the fun to be “iterally {mitten, fo 
that the day fhine not. But thus have sions 
and FIGuREs been always miftaken : while 
each predicted event has failed not to ar- 
tive, yet each efcaping notice at the mo- 


ment of its arrival; for was it not thus 


with the Jews upon Meffiah’s fir ap~ 


pearance in the flefh ?—Every fcripture was 
exactly fulfilled, but they perceived it not— 
So will it be again—for Heaven and Farth 
will at length pafs away ; but one tittle of 
that book we know will never pafs away. 


TALE, 
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PALE, STORY, NOVEL, ROMANCE, 





—— 


ARE not fynonymous, though very near- 
ly allied. A TALE of late in common con- 
yerfation feems to imply a fhort narrative, 
of which the texture is flight, but the ap- 
plication neatly fitted, nd the whole fhould 
alfo be related in eafy verfe; ’tis fuperfluous 
to add that the a€tors fhould not be of the 
higheft or upper ranks of life—lets fill of 
heroic or fabulous race, Prior has written 
fome admirable ones, but none which exhi- 
bit a reach’ of mind, and knowledge of 
manners, fuch as Mr. Pope difplays, when, 
to relieve his readers from a rhyming fer- 
mon on the ufe of riches, he fays, 


But you are tir’d, I'll tell a raLe.—Agreed. 


He does then proceed to tell the moft ex- - 
cellent, the moft captivating to me of all 


TALES. 3 
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TALES; and often have I regretted that Hos, 


garth did not live to make a feries of prints 


from it, as I well remember my father prb- 


pofing to him, and his agreeing, upon my 


repeating the verfes, which he had never 
heard till then, but admired the moment he 
didhear, 

A mere sToRY is in familiar acceptation 
always underftood, I think, to be told in profe. 
Its merit is firft a happy choice, plenitude 
of incident without confufion, and of adven- 
ture without grofs improbability,  becaufe 


of the old precept zmcredulus odi. Among 


the crowds of sroriés related for our dai- 


ty amufement, I know none which poffef- 
fes.thefe peculiar charms in equal degree 
with the firft volume of Mifs Lee’s Recefs, 
For whether it be, as Doétor Johnfon faid, 
that our minds comprehend few of life’s 
poffibilities, or whether it be that life itfelf 
affords little variety, every one who has 
‘tried can tell how much labour it will colt 
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to form a combination of circumftances, or 
sToRY, fo as to have at once all the graces 
of novelty and credibility, and delight fan- 
cy without immediate violence to reafon. 
The old RomaNcEs fhocked belief much 
lefs when they were firft written than they 
do now, ‘when daily manners militate 
again{t every page; but chivalry was once 
fafhionable enough to make their wildeft 
exploits only juft improbable ‘among plain 
people, as the Recefs is at this moment i— 
while, as Sir Philip Sydney exprefles it, 
** Man’s high-erected thoughts were then 
feated in a heart of courtefy,” and the hel- 
met was hung out at the hall-door, as an en- 
fien of hofpitality ; while every knight was 
fure of a reception, every fair lady certain of 
defence; when /’amour de Dieu et des Dames 
was the modifh ftudy, interrupted perhaps 
by Perceforeft, or books of a like tendency, 
among noble readers—till induftry and 
commerce coming forward, ran their level 


2 lin & 
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ling plough over the high-raifed ranks of 
Jociety, and made even that delightful, 
that exquifite nove, The Female Quixote, 
almoft obfolete. The novellif# indeed, who 
copies after manners merely, as Burney, 
Fielding, Smollet, and a long etcetera, 
muft content their love of fame with a lie 
mited exiftence, and muft be fatisfied with 
old age—not expecting immortality—like 
portraits drefled according to the fafhion 
of the day, where the refemblance is 
ftrengthened by it at firft; but fades away 
gradually with change of. times and cuf- 
toms, till to that. very drefs the picture 
owes its ruin. Richardfon, Rouffeau, and 
Sterne, meantime, to whofe powers of 
piercing, or foothing, or tearing the human 
heart, all imitation of manners ‘becomes 
fecondary-——-even adventure and combina- 
tion of sTORY fuperfluous—will continue 
to be wondered and wept over while lan- 
guage lives to record the names of Clarifla, . 

ea 
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Julie, and Le Fevre. So laft, and fo will 
ever laft thé Pietd of Annibal Caracci, thé 
Sigifmutida di Furino; and Guido’s Tendet 
Mother watching her expiring infant at 
Bologna, Another clafs there is of writers 
who delight not in difrobed meaning, fo 
‘wrap it in a fiction. We call thefe moral, 
or political, or mythological ROMANCES 3 
and dere, after the great names of Fenelon 
and Johnfon, who purchafed juft praife by | 
his Prince of Abyffinia, as the Bifhop by 
his Telemaque, come in Sir Charles Ram- 
fey, and the learned Cornelia Knight. is 
travels of Cyrus, and her Marcus Flaminius, 
are books which all who read admire; and 
all who neglect to read, lofe much infirue- 


tion and delight, 


TASTE, 
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PASTE, INTELLECTUAL RELISH, NICE PER; 
-CEPTION OF EXCELLENCE, FINE DISCERN. 
MENT. 





“THE fir ts the true word, which th a 
breath expreffles what all the reft, although 
fynonymous, defcribe by circumlocution.— 
“The firft is the word profaned by fo many 
coxcombs, who repeating opinions from men 
wiler than themfelves, profefs a TASTE for 
what they do not even underftand—poetry, 
‘painting, or the beauties of nature, which ’tis 
the peculiar province of poets and painters to 
defcribe. Italians have, however, little need: 
of *eounfel here: they never, I think, pretend 
to have a TASTE for any thing they do. not 
-fincerely delight in, and have no notion of 
valuing themfelves on their nice PERCEP- 
TIONS of Rafaelle’s excellence, or Petrarch’s 
fonnets ; and they wonder rationally enough 
iid Eneglifhmen become ° endowed: “vith 
3 fuck 
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fuch fine piscERNMENT of matters which 
depend exceedingly upon habits of life, on 
cuftoms peculiar to every country: they do 
not think it neceflary to admire Pope or 
-Shakefpeare as a proof of their rastr, and 
they are in the right. Pope gives them no 
real pleafure as a poet; and they think truly 
enough, that, as a moralift, Seneca gives 


better precepts. Shakefpeare is intelligible 


to them only in the parts they like leaf! A 


man with bad eyes looking at a picture of 
Rembrandt, is on the footing of a foreigner 
reading our hiftorical plays— Whatever .1s 
brightly illuminated, fays he, feems coarfe, 
and the reft I cannot difcern. A Britith 
reader, were he equally honeft, would con- 
fefs that Dante he does not underftand, and 
that Petrarch gives back to his mind no 
image of his own, but one as romantic and 
grotefque as that of Amadis de Gaul ; where 
the love is no more unnatural (as he would’ 
call it), and the adventures more diverting. 

- A Tufcan 
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A Tufcan meantime is entertained by the 
one, and enchanted by the other, only be- 
cauie he underftands and feels both, as we 
underftand the Dunciad and feel the invo- 
cation—Oh for a mufe of fire! &c, even 
into our very bones. 


Confult the genius of the place in all. 


Tis folly to fix any other criterion of true 
TASTE; for although many people from 
many places may agree in praife of one 
poet, one painter, one ftyle in mufic, drefs, 
or gardening—’tis ftill fome accident directs 
the congrefs, becaufe, on a ftri@ {crutiny, 
you will find all their opinions inftin@ively 
different. National character admits modi- 
fication doubtlefs, yet is it never altered 
fundamentally ; you fee the indelible im- 
preflion made by the hand of nature at the 
beginning {carce ever totally effaced. Laws 
may unite kingdoms in one common in- 
tereft, 

But snes will ftill look back to their own choice; 
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nor can adventitious circumfiances defiroy 
the germ of difference. This eerm is moft 
vifible in TASTE, [think, A Scot or French- 
man will no more think like the Englifhman 
within thirty miles of whom he was born | 
and bred, than will the falt of one plant be 
miftaken for that of another growing clofe 
to it, even after they have both been tor- 
tured into various forms and fhapes by the 


operations of chymiftry. 


Even from the tomb the voice of nature cries, 


Even in our afhes live their wonted fires. 


The native of a warm climate delights to 
loiter in a vaft but trim garden, where a _ 
full but gentle river glides flowly down a 
broad ereen flope, into a dark oblivious 
lake at the bottom, almoft without appear- 
ing to difturb it; while fuch a tranquil {cene 
fooths the fufpended faculties of reafon, and 
induces a difpofition towards calming all 

| ale reftlefs 
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reftlefs thoughts from. the confideration of 


Time’s eternal fux—and the {weet verfe 
Labitur et labetur in omne volubilig evum 


is the only poetry capable of deepening the 
impreffion of fuch a landfcape. 

_ Meantime Mr. Gilpin would foon tell US; 
and truly too, that the charaGteriftic beauty 
of a waterfall is not its gloffy {moothnefs :— 
“no; a rapid ftream broken by rocks,” {ays 
he, “and forcing its way through them with 
impetuous and ill reftrained fury, is the inter- 
efting feature in a feene removed from mor: 
tal tread. A cafcade like that defcribed but 
now; has no merit at all 3 the lake would 
be better without it, and every painter would 
be of my opinion,” He would no doubt, 
Mr. Gilpin ; but the inhabitant of that warm 
climate I was mentioning, did not retire 
there with an intent to paint the view, but 
to enjoy it. Defcriptions vary according to 

xX 2 the 
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the defcriber’s turn of mind; whilft each 
arraigns the TASTE of him who fpoke laft 
upon the fubject, though perhaps all are 
right. | 


TENDENCY, COURSE, DRIFT, 





ARE not fynonymous; the derivation of 
each explains its immediate and peculiar 
meaning. A bowl has TENDENCY to fuch 
a point, but the fhip keeps her fteady 
COURSE we fay to the weftward, while 
the fharp winds fend the fnows in large 
DRIFTS about the months of December or 
January, fo as to frighten thofe who are 
obliged to pafs the mountains at that incle- 
ment feafon. In a figurative fenfe alfo, the 
literal meaning is always followed, or ought 
to be. | 

A candid critic would perhaps exprefs 

himfelf 
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himfelf thus, in fpeaking about the Fable of 
the Bees: “ One cannot too much applaud 
the writing of thefe volumes, but the TEN- 
DENCY is blame-worthy, becaufe the coursE 
of every argument is intended, if poffible, to 
adduce fome proofs of a pofition evil in it- 
felf, and terrifying in its confequences, I 
fhould have hoped, however, that this was 
not the author’s original intention, but ra- 
ther an accidental DRIFT —had not his 
other works confirmed the belief of his be- 
ing made by too much fubtlety a dupe to 
arguments, which, had they arifen prima- 
rily from others, he perhaps would have 
admirably refuted ; but 


To obfervations which ourfelves we make 


‘We grow too partial—for the obferver’s fake. 


3 THICK, 
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THICK, HAZY, MISTY, CLOUDY, — 





ARE adjeQives applicable to weather 
chiefly.—-for THick, if fpeaking of a fclid 
body, means denfe, ‘They are words very 
feldom ufed in a figurative fenfe, although 
we do fay fuch a one is of a CLOUDY tem-~ 
per, aad if ’twere added now and then, that _ 
he is of a FOGGY one, I fee not much amifs 
in the expreffion ; it would be defcriptive 
enough of thofe minds where the gloom is 
lefs natural than cafual, proceeding from 
heavy vapours and too long ftagnation. 

With regard to ftate of the air, the firft 
word feems peculiarly adapted to that cali- 
ginous atmofphere which fills London tos 
wards the roth of November, when our 
Jungs are notorioufly impeded from free 
exertion, when the whole body in fhort is 
fo generally affeCted, that the mind is fup- 

pofed 
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pofed to fympathize with her companion ; 
and fome people imagine it utterly impoffi- 
ble to enjoy even a bright thought in a 
misty day. Here, however, they are I 
hope miftaken; for the mental Misr will 
clear by effort, whilft a HAzyYnefs in the 
atmofphere is almoft fure to continue as 
long as the wind fits in that particular. cor- 
ner which caufed it, Seamen remark that 
the tidehas fome effet on thefe phzno- 
mena; but I am inclined to think .it rather 
marks the moment, than produces the effect. 
- Meanwhile our foreign friends from Italy 
and Spain have difgufts of Englifh weather, 
half ridiculous to us, though ferious enough 
to them. That it fent back Julius Celar 
from our coaft I half believe; certain it is, 
that Eutropius mentions it with energy well 


worthy a modern ltalian— 
Subject to every fkyey influence, 
as Shakefpeare fays. 


4 TITLES, 
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TITLES, DISTINCTIONS, ORDERS, 





Tf fuch magnific TITLES yet remain 


Not merely. titular, 


SAYS Milton, though a ftaunch repub- 
lican, thinking ’tis plain that there’s a hie- 
rarchy in heaven. Meantime the three 
words on the lift are not fynonymous, for 
TITLES and ORDERS are alike DIsTINC- 
TIONS, intended to ftimulate men to hos 
nourable exertions ; nor can plain fenfe ap- 
plaud the project for annihilating them. 

Learning and arms have ever been the 
fources of honour, as commerce has of late 
profefled to create riches even in a barren 
foil. A wife ftate will encourage thefe to 
mutual friendfhip, by fhewing each their de- 


pendence on the other, till 


True felf love and focial are the fame. 


"Tis 


BRITISH SYNONYMY. 313 


‘Tis for the benefit of trade and labour 
that arms are painted, liveries are made, that 
robes are woven, and coronets are fet. Thofe 


in our happy country, which 
To-all ranks fpreads forth ambition’s field, 


that toil to weave the ribbon of an order, 
know that ’tis poffible their fons may wear 
it, . How very fenfelefs then were it to hope, 
that fuch men in fuch a kingdom ever fhould 
be led fo to betray the fuccours of reafon, 
as like the unenlightened populace of France, 
they would ever defire and effeét the deftruc- 
tion of DISTINCTIONS, ORDERS, TITLES! 
In art, in nature, never was body found with- 
out a head, a pyramid without a point, 
‘Tis not from partiality to officers that they 
are drefled in uniform, or that they are call- 
ed lieutenant, captain, general. Yet in thefe 
laft fourteen or fifteen months we have been 
told, as if for news, that TITLES are tran- 
fient things, and that men fhould defpife 

them, 
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them, ‘'Tranfient they are, but defpicable 
not ; becaufe they are both ufeful and ne- 
ceflary : and he is the baby who looks with 
envy on the crown and ball, feeking to break 
it, and find out what is within. 

When Fifcher was playing on the haut- 
bois at Vauxhall five-and-twenty years ago, 


4 clown near where our party ftood to liften, 


eried out fuddenly, “ What a wonder the 
folk do make about that little thing there! _ 
why, I could knock it all in bits with my 


ye 9 
oak flick,’ 


Thus, or in no more enlightened manner 


certainly, prates againft fubordination a felf- 


created politician of our day ; who, incapa~ 
ble of obtaining DIsTINCTION among the 
ranks of fociety, fought like the clown to 
break them allin pieces, and fo defiroy that 
harmony he had not {kill to comprehend, 
Thofe who can procure attention but from 
mifchief, are furely like enough to feek it 
Yet many at this moment mutt, I 

think, 


D: 
TLiGEe « 
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think, be locking round them with fome 
degree of horror and furprife at their own 
power of difturbing the tranquillity of na- 
tions, when like Sin herfelf, defcribed by 
Milton as feeling setae of a fimilar fens 
fation, 


cae een She iene but to out 





Excell’d her pow’r: the gates wide open ftocd, 

. While to their eyes in fudden view appear’d , 2 
The fecrets of the hoary deep: a dark 
Himitable ocean 3 without boxnd, 
Without dimenfion, where length, breadth, and height, 
And time and place are loft. 











TOLERANCE, TOLER.ATION, 





es 


A DANGEROUS fynonymy to touch 
upon, but which will be perfectly under- 
ftood by foreigners of the Romifh church, 
when I acknowledge their kind and friendly 
TOLERANCE whilft I livecl| among them, 

who 
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who had fo little idea of TOLERATION to- 
wards my religious opinions, that even 
conformity to the rites of their eftablifhed 
church would not, after twenty years refi- 
dence in their country, have procured my 
corpfe burial in any confecrated ground, 
without a formal abjuration of herely. Such 
I blefs God is not our difpofition towards 
them, while we haften daily to foften the 
rigour of thofe laws, the feverity of which — 
was at firft fuggefted, Heaven knows by 
fear, not by refentment; a paffion brother 
_ Martin’s honeft heart retains not, and who 
fhall dare to confound laxity of principles with 
Chriftian benevolence? Gallic contempt of 
their Redeemer’s miffion, with Britith tender- 
nefs to all who acknowledge and adore him? 
But a great writer, who figns pissenreER at 
the end of an addrefs to thofe members who 
oppofed the repeal of the Teft AG, refufes 
to acknowledge TOLERATION asa favour 
from the Anglican church, and loudly de- 
| 2 clares 
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clares they claim it as a debt; nay, gives a 
hint that tis they that TOLERATE us, and 
not we who TOLERATE them; while re- 
proaching our church with her uneafy fitu- 
ation, preffed, as this author truly fays, be- 
tween the open invafions of Romanifts on 
the one hand, and the undermining fubtle- 
ties of Separatifts on the other, he boldly 
predicts its fpeedy fall, and views with far- 
caftic {neer its prefent {tate—a ftate in which, - 
however, I fee no other danger than that 
which threatens every religious eftablith- 
ment. The laft earthquakes alone will pro- 
cure the complete overthrow of our large 
majeftic venerable oak, which now lays 
bare to view its ill-deferved injuries in many 
a blafted branch; though ftill affording 
fhelter and confolation even to enemies feek- 
ing repofe and refuge in his fhade; pride, 
profit, and delight to thofe who mark his 
yet undecaying vigour :—and what if nox- 
ious infects nourifhed by his juices do make 

their 
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their fpongy nidufes upon his leaves? gas 
ther not the village boys and girls thefe oak- 
apples to be gilt as trophies, and, wearing 
them upon the facred day it faved the fove- 
reign—convert their enmity to ornament? 
Yes! the diffenters are ftill attentive to d/- 
Jfenfion ; they cannot be accufed of relaxing 
from the old Oliverian principles, however 
their own writers confefs their. praGtice as 
puritans may be obferved to degenerate. Ever 
ready to lend their aid againft the church — 
of England, fee them as when in former 
days they fought alliance with that of Rome 
in order to haften our partial deftru€tion ; 
fee them now blowing forviard the cloud of 
confufion that hopes to enwrap the whole 
catholic world at once. Qh bitter have for 
ever been their droppings '; and. fatally per- 
nicious would they be to the old oak! did 
not his roots run downward and take pof 
feffion at the centre:—jJaad they been fuper- 
ficial only, ruin might ftill enfue, 

TRUTH; 
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TRUTH ann VERACITY., 





; 


THESE lovely, thefe valuable fubftan- 
tives are not fynonymous—at leaf in com 
mon chat. We call him a man of vERA- 
-¢ITy, on whofe word we may rely ealect 
he ‘relates a fa&t, although his own fame 
and intereft be concerned in the relation: 
but when we hunt falfehood through all her 
doublings in order to detect what fhe is ftu- 
dious to difguife or conceal, the ineftimable 
prize when once obtained, is rruTH. To 
tell the TRUTH is our frit maxim learned 
in childhood, never practifed, however, ex- 
cept by the wife and brave.—-Infaney can 
{earcely be expected to have courage enough 
to hazard a punifhment rather than violate 
 VERACITY; and age has been too long in 
learning evafions, not to practife them at 
| 6 ' | | the 


aN ae seat 
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the clofe of life: from the young, and the. 
mature in reafon, can alone be hoped atten- 
tion to fuch qualities; from the laft men- 
tioned we have a right to claim it, becaufe 
TRUTH is that central point in a wife man’s 
mind, from which beyond a certain dif- 
tance he can never deviate—preferving a 
never varying centripetal force operating as 
a {trong attraction, which holds him firm to 
principle and virtue.—Una refembles a pearl, 
lovelieft in a ftrong and open daylight, where 
all her nitid beauties fhew moft clearly.— 
Duefla is happily reprefented by an opal ; 
prized for the variety and changeablenefs of © 
her. colours, while mutable elegance ftill 
contrives to fubftitute fome new charm for 
every one that enquiry chafes away. Such 
gems fhew belt by candle light. 

TRUTH meantime is fought with moft 
fuccefs by him who practifes and loves vE- 
RACITY; and while fophiftical reafoners 


{trive 





Nee 
oh, 
A i, 
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“Htrive to difguife, to mutilate, or bury her; 


“Beattie purfues, and ftrips, and. brings her 


forth t view. 





TYRANNY anv OPPRESSION, 





" SUBSTANTIVES of ftrong affinity, 
though not perhaps exatly fynonymous,— 
When Caligula withed the whole empire 
had but one neck, that he might have the 
pleafure of cutting it off, he expreffed a 
TYRANNY the moft diabolical. When one. 
of our own kings, to extort money from a 
arehed Jew, caufed him to haye a tooth 
drawn every day till the tum was paid 
which he. infifted on the man’s lending 
him, OPPRESSION was the true word for 


fuch proceeding; and thefe qualities have at. 


length been the entire ruin of focial life. : 


Had" princes not delighted to exert their 


VOL. II. bea power 
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power with tyranny and oppreflion, man- 
kind would have remained contented with 
their original form of government, nor 
given to clement and peaceful fovereigns 
the caufe they now have to regret the ill 
condu& of their predeceffors, whilft autho- 
rity was refpected, and royalty revered. 
No tyrants, however, no oppreifors have 
 outgone the crimes committed by the new — 
law-givers of France. The peuple fouverain 
content not themfelves with withing their 
country’s deftruGiion, and that of all others 


which 1 





actually do cut off the head of their own em- 

pire, and ftrike at thofe of their neighbours 

——they maflacre innocent and confcientious 

priefts in the very churches, on the very al- 

tars—to which feventeen helplefs creatures 

clung, and, finging the 51ft Plalm—Jé/e- 

rere mei, Deus !—were killed in cold blood, 
giving ‘ho provocation whatever. The 

fap ae {trip the nobles only for be- 
ing 
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ing fuch ; and make at length illegal feizure 
of a privileze deemed ufurpation even in 
the Popedom: I mean the privilege of 
loofening all fubje&s from. their natural 
_bond of allegiance, which power they now 
endeavour to exercife (as if by fome flrange 
judgment) againft the Pope himfelf—nay, 
| nay! they prefs the point ftill further, dif- 
folving the voluntary contracts made with 
Heaven, and, by fetting wide convent doors, 
openly claim authority no TYRANT yet ever 
pretended to—even that of breaking the 
moft folemn oaths made by free agents 
when at years of difcretion—vows not 
“made to man, nor in his power to abfolve; 
while, tearing down the retreats of forrow 
and difappointment, they without mercy 
drive out Innocence to wander, with Igno- 
rance alone for her guide. That fuch un~ 
commanded feclufion is evil for fociety, or 
that fuch contracts are ifr themféives un- 
pleating to God, is no excufe for thefe iim 


: Yoon: pieties 
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pieties—infpired by rapacity, not zeal. Of 
the nuns in France and Italy, not a fiftieth 


part have read Saint Matthew's Gofpel— 


- of the friars, perhaps a tenth part :—they 


are therefore, as the lady faid to Doétor 
Moore, bien a plaindre. What then fhall 
we fay? Why this—That when Heaven 
is weary with looking on the wickednels 
of this world—where power concentrated 
too often concludes in TYRANNY, and 
power diffufed degenerates into the moft 
dreadful oppresstoN—where meeknels 
fuffers infult, and. harmlefs piety can find 
no. refuge—the crifis muft furely be at 
hand; for, as certainly as we know that the 
“fafhion of this terraqueous globe will pafs 
away, fo furely do we know that it cannot 


{urvive the feparation of its parts. Cohefion 


kept all firm, diflolution muft follow when 


union isno more. Thus natural caufes will 


be found to co*operate with the grand 


icheme: yet, whilft every prophecy haftens 


t@ 
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to completion, Incredulity herfelf will con- 
tribute to prove that the laft days are com- 


ing, in which we are exprefsly told how 


{coffers fhall appear prefumptuous,  felf-_ 


willed, defpifers of government, being not 
afraid to {peak evil of dignities, &c. 2 Peter, 
” eka pet, 








VACANT, EMPTY, UNFILLED, VOID, 
THOUGHTLESS, 





ARE fynonymous certainly when applied 


to mental capacity :—in corporeal matters 


the laft word upon the lift can have no 


place, ’tis plain. A fentence might eafily be 
formed fo as to include them all without 
tautology, however. 

Ranelagh (fay we) was nearly EMPTY 
laft night; I never faw fo many feats and 


boxes VACANT. Indeed, if the town were 


ea not. 


345 
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not voip of all other amufements in fum- 


mer, I think it would be oftener UNFILLED 


. e «¢ i’ \ * 
than itis’ But THOUGHTLESS perfons, who 


cannot find entertainment in their own 


minds, run in flocks to efcape refieGion ; 


and fo the theatres and places of public 
diverfion are crowded with men and women 


falfely called gay, merely becaufe. they 


haunt receptacles. of people in fearch of - 


gaiety 5 While true cheerfulnefs delights in 
exhilarating a {mall circle of friends with 


reciprocation of elegant and playful ideas. 





VALE, VALLEY, DALE, DINGLE, DELL. 


”~ 





OF thefe nearly fynonymous fubftan-— 


tives, the fir upon the lift feems the firtt 
inrank, We fay. the VALE of Evefham in 
England, the vaLz of Arno in Italy, the 
YALE of Liwydd in Wales, vane Royal 


in 
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in Chefhire : the others imply fmaller fpace ; 


—and I know not how to exprefs myfelf,. 


but our ideas always conne@ fomething de- 
lightful to the firft word, fomething fublimer 
to the fecond. 

The vALLeys between Aloe heights 
in Switzerland. and Savoy terrify -the 
mind, whilft they relieve the eye; and 
. fhow the contrafting power of thofe rocks, 
which, rearing up their heads in fharp 


points—far, far above the clouds—are capa- 


ble of forming VALLEYS, and do actually _ 


. form them, among the very pinnacles of 
the mountain—places where the foot can- 
not flip,, but the fancy can. 

wy ia another {tyle of fublimity, pafling on 
from Arrachar, where the highlands of 


Scotland take a new appearance, and the 


wild fcenery roughens at every ftep, the 
VALLEY of Glencroe exhibits a theatre of 


horror to thofe who never wandered over 


the Apennines, Ciiein in many cafes it re- 


wide | fernbles 
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| fembles clofely—only that, inftead of wind- _ 


ing up pine-clad {ummits, as in Italy, to an 
incredible height, whence is heard the hea- 
vy roar of waters dafhing through a bots 
tom almoft viewlefs, we pace fadly by the 
fide of our Scotch: river, and look up the 
denuded hills, produ@ive of blank forrow 
in the foul, more than of ative fear: ‘or if 
terror does obtrude itfelf, ’tis in a different 
fhape ; whilft apprehenfion once let loofe | 
creates banditti, and reflects upon the hor- 
rid pofhbility of outrages committed by fa- 
mifhed barbarity: for here is no help, no 
hope of a human creature within call, 


where all is even chaotic wildnefs and fa-- 


‘vage vacuity. How fublime is the fenfa- 


tion at this VALLEY’s end, when we read | 


the moito left upon a eee Reft, and be 
thankful ! 


é 


A DALE, my foreign readers muft be 
told, is deep, but not extenfive: that be- | 
tween Worcefterfhire and Shrew{bury, 


where 
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where the miners tear up their moter earth 
for profit, is beft worth the attention of 
Germans for the fcience’ fake, of Italians 
for mere’'amufement. Colebrook DALE is 
really a Tartarus in’ Tempe: the iron bridee 
there is a jul fource of adi¥iration ; the 
nightly fires, of a fentiment lefs pleafing 
nen gloomy +—artificial Stromboli as they 
are, wonderful imitations of Nature’s dread 
volcanoes, Such a fight reminds me beft of 
_Milton’s fecond book, where Mammon ac- 
‘tually projects fuch an improvement in 
Hell, which this place not ill refembles: and 
let it alfo be remembered, ’twas the fame 
induftrious {pirit of money-getting pro- 
duced it here on earth. A DINGLE is in a 
pretty country juft what a dimple is in a 
pretty face; a DINGLE is an unexpected 
little valley in a flat country. The “moft 
perfect {pecimen of a DINGLE is at the feat 
of Mr. Hawkins Brown in Shropfhire or 

8 Stafford 
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staffordthire, I forget which. A DELL is 
that DINGLE ornamented. Hawthorn DELL 
near Edinburgh excels in this foft kind of 


beauty; I have feen no fpot of fuch minute 


elegance, replete with fo many charms. 


Sweetnefs cid amcenity were never, fure, 


fo happily concentrated as in the tiny fpot 
called Hawthorn Dell, fit habitation for a_ 


Fairy Queen. 








VARIETY, DIVERSITY, FLUCTUATION, 
CHANGE, MUTABILITY, 
VICISSITUDE. 





. AMONG thefe words thougli analogy 
may be found, fynonymy can hardly be 


fought: the propriety depends upon the — 


place in which they ftand: we may there- 
fore, in order to bring them clofe together, 
obferve, how through the numberlefs vi- 

| CISSITUDES 


ete St 
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CiSSITUDEs in nature and in life, there 
is yet leis real cHANGE than FLUCTUA? 


TION of events, lefs true DIVERSITY per- 


haps than unremarked revolution. Even 


in the toffings of that fea, whence the third 
fubftantive upon. our lift is derived, I have 
thought there was not fo much muTaBI- 
LITY as a light obferver would imagine. 
The fame waves probably for many years 
wath the fame coafts—The thells they leave 
behind them exhibit no VARIETY. Fith 
of the fame kind haunt the fame hores, 


and no flight of time brings turtle to the bay 


of Dublin, or falmon to Genoa:—I mean, 


not in fafficient quantity to difprove this 
obfervation; for now and then an extraor- 
dinary thing will happen, and flying-fithes 
from the Pacific Ocean are at this hour 
digging out of a mountain near Verona, 
Pennant will tell us, that the fame fwallow 
occupies the fame neft every year; and 
Dogor Johafon faid, that no poet could 


invent 
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invent a feries or combination of incidents 
the pracognita of which might not be 
found tin Homer: and fhould we claim 


an exception or two in favour of Shake- 


fpeare and Ariofto, thofe exceptions would _ 


only prove the rule. 

Herfchel informs us, that all nature’s 
works are rotatory: if then each ftar, how- 
ever firmly fixed, has in itfelf a motion 
round its own axis, the folid contents of 
every fuch globe may be fuppofed to par- 
ticipate this fpirit of rotation. In our own 
we fee truth and error, land and fea fhift- 
ing their {lations with-more VICISSITUDE 


than actual CHANGE ; and while the natural 


fun rifes to one half of us mortals, while 


it fets to the others, we difcern in like 
manner whole regions immerfed in dark- 
nefs at beginning, now brightly illumi- 


\ 


nated with Revelation’s beam; and the traéts 


of country firft irradiated, funk into fad 


opacity. 


This i 


= 
8 


BRITISH SYNONYMY. 333 


2 


“This feems indeed the evening of our 
Farth’s natural day— 


Night fucceeds impervious night. 
What thofe dreadful glooms conceal, 
Fancy’s glafs can ne’er reveal : 
When fhall Light the feene improve ? 
When fhall Time the veil remove ? 
When fhall Truth my doubts difpel ? 
Awful period! who can tell! 


HAWKESWORTH. 








VENAL, MERCENARY, CORRUPT, 





ARE three adverbial adjeCtives approach- 
ing to fynonymy, and that nearer, as it 


fhould feem, in nature than in common 


ufe. An individual (fay we) muft be cor- 


RUPT indeed, before he can become fo vE- 


NAL as to hire or fell his perfon in a MER- 


CENARY manner for the purpofes of ano- 


_ ther either in love or war; confidering that 


money 
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money which pays him as his fole reward 4 


‘and ’tis the fame with our political opinions, 


which whofoever fells is juftly confidered as 
euilty of proftituting the mind ;—while the 

wretches before mentioned fet to fale their | 
corporeal powers, like flaves in the mar~ 
kets of Cairo or Conftantinople, where hu- 


man creatures of both fexes are publicly 


_purchafed for ufes of bufinefs or pleafure to 


the rich and fenfual Afiatics. 





prea rmacessano 








VESTURE, CLOTHES, RAIMENT,. 


ae | aaa 


ARE fynonymous in books, but not in 
converfation—whence the firft and laft- are 
totally excluded, unlefs the difcourie turns 
tpon very ferious fubjeGts indeed: for on 
fuch occafions we Anglicans quote the pri- 
mitive fathers of the Church, and fay, J# 
wefte varistas fit, feiffura non fit, recollect- 

, : ing 


BRITISH SYNONYMY. 33 


ing that although Chrift’s vesturz had no 
feam, yet was it notwithftanding of divers 
4 colours—for unity and uniformity are no 
fynonymes with us, however Romanifts 
are difpofed to, explain them. Meantime 
RAIMENT is an old-fafhioned word, and 
CLOTHES is the expreffion moft in common 
—oufe, , 
ae ) 


Sasa re 


TO VEX, TO TORMENT, TO PLAGUE, 
TO HARASS, 





ARE fynonymous, or nearly fo in com- 
mon acceptation ; yet foreigners may eafily 
make miftakes: for we do not tell how the 
Cherokee Indians vex the prifoners they 
‘take in war, but how they TORMENT 
them, till torpor fucceeds to anguifh, and 
wearinefs gets the better even of {marting 
| pain. The fame may almoft be predicated 

2 | of 
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of mental mifery: and when two people 
living together {trive to TORMENT inftead 


of endeavouring to pleafe cach other, ‘that 


party has moft chance of fuccefs, which has | 


, moft {kill to find the vulnerable part of his 


companion’ s character ; for theré are blunt 
minds very difficult to VEX, | though capable 
enough of being HARASSED from mere 
fatigue ; and Door Goldf{mith uled to tell 


humoroufly of a man and his wife that 
had PLAGUED one another. mutually for 


feveral years, till at length the hufband- 


found out how he was more HARASSED 


and tired by the trouble of winning every 


battle, than the pertinacious lady was with — 


refitting, although fhe never gained a vic- 
tory; her f{pirit and genius for TORMENT- 
1nG being keener, as it appears, whilft her 


fenfibility to vVEXATION was duller, 


VICTIM 
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Go. 
2 
~ 


VICTIM anv SACRIFICE. 





THESE two nouns are very nearly 
allied, only that the fecond has other fig 
nifications not fynonymous to the firft— 
SACRIFICE being the a&t of facrificing as 
well as the creature facrificed. Othello fays, 


when Defdemona {wears the is innocent, 


Oh perjur’d woman |! thou doft ftone my heart, 
And mak’ft me call what I intend to do, 


A murder, where I meant a sacrifice. 


The difference between our two words 
will be feen by reading John{fon’s note upon 
the paflage, which he thus explains: Thou 
haft hardened my heart, and makeft me kill 
thee with the rage of a murderer, when I 
thought to have facrificed thee to juftice 
with the calmnefs of a prieft ftriking a vic- 


TIM; for fo in old pagan days ftood the 


VOL, Il. v4 Agones, 


a 
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Agones, certain fub-officers fo called, be- 


caufe, flanding before the VICTIM, they 


cried to the Pontifex Maximus who pre- 


fded at the sacriFice, dgone? Shall 1 to | 


work? meaning—Shall I kill him now? 


The Frenchmen of our times, who hurry 


back to heathenif{m with hafty fteps, pro- 


ceed in fomewhat like the fame manner in 
their mock trials, when the human Vic- 


‘rim deftined to glut the rage of their new 


idol, falfely called Liberty, is brought forth 


—and Agone? fhall we to work? is the 
cry ;—-when they choofe the nobleft of the 
herd for SACRIFICE, but kill, as Othello 
fays, with ftony hearts, and more than 
murderous rage ; when proteftations of in- 
Hocence are confidered as excitements to 
fury ; ; and fuperiority of beauty, birth or 
talents but ferve to edge the knife for 
flaughter with more keennefs. Is this the 

nation that gave to mankind a Fenelon, a 


' Bourdaloue, a Boileau? that ee ye 
bila fi | wm in 
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in. his twentieth year, kindling with indig= 
nation at hearing of the death of King 
Charles the Firft, made the ftanza fo hap- 
 pily quoted by Mr. Murphy in his notes 


upon Tacitus: 


Quoi! ce peuple aveugle en fon crime, 
Qui prenant fon Roi pour vicrimE 
Fit du tréne un théatre affreux, 
. Penfe-t-il que le Ciel, complice 
D’un fi funefte SACRIFICE, 


N’a pour lui ni foudre ni feux ? 


Arme toi, France! _prend Ja foudre, 
_ > Celt & toi de reduire en poudre 
Ces fanglans ennemis des loix: 
Sui la ViGoire qui t’appelle, 
Et va fur ce’peuple rebelle 


Venger la querelle des Rois. 


How eafily might a better poet than myfelf 
now turn thefe verfes againft them !—But J 


cannot help exclaiming, 


Linda Can 
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Can impious France, though frantic grown, 

Drag her pale victims from the throne 
While royal blood is fpilt ! 

Yet think connivin g Heaven will fpare 

‘To hurl down thunder-bolts, and fhare 


Tn fuch gigantic guilt? 


No; tardy-footed Vengeance falks 
Round her depopulated walks, 
| _ And waits the dreadful hour 
When defp’rate Wretchednefs fhail rave, 
And hot Contagion fill the grave, 
And Famine bid devour. 


Rife warriors, rife! with hoftile fway 
Accelerate the deftin’d day, 

Revenge the royal caufe ; 
Exerting well-united force, 
Tear thofe decrees that would divorce 


True liberty from laws. - 


VIGILANT, 
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VIGILANT, WATCHFUL, CIRCUMSPECT. 





EQUALLY attentive to intereft as duty, 
thefe adverbial adjectives exprefs with a 
prodigious clofenefs in affinity how the 
mifer is CIRCUMSPECT, the faint is viGI- 
-LANT, and the foldier watcuruy. For 
though the two laft are fynonymous, flrialy 
{peaking ; and their derivation the fame, as 
to meaning ; we fay truly enough, that 
the firft fits like a hare upon her form, 
looking round on every fide for fear of a fur- 
prife; the fecond, 

Eyes with tedious vigils red, 
borrows from the night, hours of con- 
verling with Heaven where no night is; 
and the third keeps himfelf ready to repel 
any fudden aflault, fearlels, but unfufpicious, 
yet well prepared againft attempts of cow- 
ardice or meannefs, The ciRcUMSPECT 
eharacter trufts wholly to his own quick and 


Z. 2 compre-~ 
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comprehenfive fight ; the viGILANT fpirit, 
deadening each feeling of fenfe by continual 
mortification, encourages none but 
Obedient hithbdes that can wake and weep; 
while the WATCHFUL guardian of his coun- 
try’s happinefs defies attack, and defpifes con~ 
{piracy ; they will find him ever at his poft, 


ST er en EG Eo, ibe un A moment ans eae 


TO VINDICATE, TO JUSTIFY, TO SUPPORT, 
TO MAINTAIN. 





THESE words are very near to fynony- 
mous when there is an opinion to be ViN- 
DICATED, an argument SUPPORTED, a po- 
fition MAINTAINED, or a previous conver- 
fation upon the fubje& yustirizp. Yet if 
the difpute has been occafioned more by 
words than things, I fhould find it difficult 
to JUSTIFY a man for sUPPORTING with 
unneceflary firength a courfe of reafoning 

nearly 
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_hearly able to convince without extraneous 
=: force ; feeing that when a propofition is 
tenable, the beft way is tO MAINTAIN it 
fteadily with fome concurrent teftimony, 
and not exhauft the powers of language, as 
Mr. Pope does, to prove felf-evident truths : 
fuch as, Though man’s a fool, yet God ts wife : 
or this, That if your part is a fbort one, ating 
that part well confers much honour, and the 
like; which he calls vinDICATING the 
ways of God to man. And Doétor John- 
fon fays, that fo much does the melody of 
numbers delight the fancy, and fo certainly 
do the flowers of rhetoric adorn it, that the 
reader of Pope’s Effay on Man is ‘made to 
believe he is hearing fomewhat new, nor can 
recollect, under a difguife fo gay, the old 


familiar talk of his mother and his nurfe; 


Lf. UN- 
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UNREMEMBERED, FORGOTTEN. 





_. THESE words are fynonymous, or very 
nearly fo, in common chat, although meta- 
phyfically the firft feems to haye moft to do 
with what Ariftotle calls seminifeence, or a 
power to remember; the fecond, with that 
neglect, or want of obfervation, which makes 
things little attended to eafily forgotten, 
To fpeak in plainer terms, a fa for in- . 
ftance, or a paflage in murfic, or an expreflion 
of a favourite author, although at this mo~ 
ment by me UNREMEMBERED, may, by 
looking my mind over, be poflibly recollet- 
ed; whilft other fadts, pailages, or expref- 
fons, though equally true and pleafing, have, 
by not catching my attention, and feizing it 
as forcibly, flipt my memory, as we fay; and 
are now totally, hopelefsly, and completely 
FORGOTTEN, fo as to defy all poffibility of 


ever 
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ever calling them back; for remembrance 
depends almoft wholly upon obfervation.— 
Whatever interefts the mind very ftrong- 
ly is never effaced, unlefs by efforts much 
more violent than any we can make towards 
reminifcence;—whatever does not intereft 
us, we forget, 

| EXAMPLE, 

Take an intelligent old thopkeeper from 
his defk in Cheaplide, and fhew him the 
tranfit of Mercury over the fun’s GUE satay 
four years afterwards he has forgotten it, 
tis no proof to me of his decaying memory, 
though he may make ¢hat the excufe :—he 
will remember his brother’s bankruptcy, 
which happened fix months before, with 
minute exacinels, recollecting particular cir- 
cumftances of the creditors’ kindnefs or bru~ 
tality, which his fons and daughters have 
forgotten :—but an aftronomical event did 
not intereft him ; fo he obferved it ns 
enc the idea faded away, 


Again: 





5 age ee ee aay, ON ne ee 
‘ = aH = = 
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Again: Let an Englifh lady prefented at 
the court of Peterfburgh find the Emprefs 
feized with a fudden fit of, coughing at the 
moment fhe took her hand to. kifs, ‘nothing 


would obliterate that accident from her me- 


_ mory—while the courtiers and maids in - 


waiting would as furely forget it; for to 
them there would be nothing new or parti- 
cularly interefting in hearing the Emprefs 
cough: they would obferve it weakly, con- 
found it with a like event of the fame na- 
ture to which they had been prefent twenty 
times, and leave it loofe in their minds, UN- 
REMEMBERED certainly, if not FORGOT- 
TEN. Talking contributes much to reite- 
rate impreflions on the memory. Carthufian 
friars, and nuns of the poor Clare’s order, 
are faid to remember little; their filence is 
one caufe, the flight intereft they take in 
what paffes, is another. Children delight 
in repeating every trifle to every body that 
will hear them; and when they have wearied 

all 
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all around them with repetition of the fame 
remark or tale, or whatfoever ’tis, we won- 
der at their ftrength of memory. Old men > 
forget, becaufe they care not whether they 
remember or no, that which is pafling be- 
fore them: the prefent world interefts them 
not; the events of paft times, which dd in- 
tereft them, they fail not to recollect, and 
are moft happy to talk about— | 


Laudatores temporis acti—— 


HorRACcE. 


Peafants. who labour very hard, and peo- 
ple with minds pre-occupied by care for fub- 
fiftence, have little powers of recolleGion ; 
and Captain Cook met with fome favages 
who took no notice at all of him, or of his 
fhip : had it pafled by when they were lefs 
bufily employed, it might not have been 
FORGOTTEN, but they had no leifure to 
cultivate curiofity. } 

Enough upon this fubject, in a book 


Bc | | written 
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written for the ufe of foreigners, among 
whom Italians in particular find nothing 
lefs interefting to them than inveftigation 
of their own minds, 

A Lendon mifs, or Bath valetudinarian, 
does not more feduloufly defire that all fuch 
ftudies may be by them not only UNRE- 


MEMBERED, but wholly FORGOTTEN, 


TO WAIT, TO EXPECT, TO STAY, 





ARE three verbs, which by their near 
affinity, though not fynonymous, are a per 
petual diftrefs to foreigners. Italians above 
all feel a propenlity to ufe the /econd upon 
every occafion, perhaps becaufe it refembles 
“in found their word a/petta, which means 

. 
stay; for when one man fpeaks, and ano- 
ther withes to reply before the firft has 
finifhed, he cries A/petta, as we do STAY, oF 
eB WAIT 
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wait a little: but bidding a perfon Ex- 
peeT what I am about to urge, would be 
a ludicrous demand for unmerited refpect, 
and fet the hearers laughing. Yet is this 
fecond verb a very neceflary and a very 


common one. 


EXAMPLE. 

I expect to sTay late this evening at 
the theatre, because ladies are dilatory, and 
make a man wair till the crowd is gone, 
before they will venture to move.—lIn this 
example no word can be changed for its ap- 
parent fynonyme, without manifeit violation 
of propriety. 

We fay likewife, I sray long in orton 
this year for the purpofe of confulting phy- 
ficians who never leave town, and from 
whofe {kill I expeer much benefit. Could 
a perfect cure be obtained, it were a blefling 


well worth WAITING fer, 


WAR 
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WAR aw ov. HOST Phi THY 





ARE not ftri€ly fynonymous: wAR is 
indeed a ftate of HOSTILITY, or a tate in 
which HOSTILITIES are permitted fo far as 
is confiftent with the old ufages amongft 
civilized nations ; but there may be HosTI- 
LITIES unallowed by the laws of war. 

{In this defcription of the words’ analogy, 
is contained an example for their ufe; the 
two fubftantives cannot without impropriety 
be reverfed. Meantime I have read fome- 
where, that contention is exercife, but wAR 
is fatigue ; and that a ftate of HOSTILITIES 
with fome neighbouring power may be con- 
fidered as medicine for a ftate, rough no 
doubt and drafltic, but poffibly ufeful, whilft 
a civil WAR is little better than a domeftic 


or culinary poifon, 


WARMTH 
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~ 


WARMTH ann HEAT 


ARE in like manner allied in affinity, 
yet fynonymous in no fenfe literal or figu- 
“ative. The firft is a degree of the fecond, 
mild and friendly ; the fecond is effentially 
‘the firft kindled into rage by violent motion, 
deftructive in its nature, dreadful in its ef 
fe&ts. ‘The two words keep thefe very 
places in out minds, when ufed in allufive 
fignifications. The neat of paflion, the 
WARMTH of affection. “The warmTw of 
patriotifm, we fay, vilible among the happy 
fubjects of our Britifh empire, produces that _ 
folid texture in the conftitution which its — 
members fo well know how to value, and 
- that ftrong fpirit of cohefion among individu- 
als which alone can render it immortal; while 
the HEAT of democratic furor in France 


adits as a difolvent, melting all ranks down 
. to 
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to a general mafs—evaporating every virtiié; 


and leaving their whole country a calx. But 


True freedom is a temperate tréat, 
Not favage mirth nor frantic noife 5 

*Tis the brifk pulfe’s vital HEAT, — 
*Tis not a fever that deftroys. 


PopuLaR BALLAB: 


‘When other nations, however, fee thefe 
unhappy mortals poffeffed with a calenture 
fo dreadful, let them beware of all things — 
tending towards znflammation. ‘“Uhe French 
have during thefe laft four years HEATED 
themfelves up exactly into that fatal deii- 
rium which faitors long kept on falt provi- 
fions are fubje&t to, when they imagine 
green meadows are fpread before them 
watered with freth rivulets, which their 
companions endeavour moft tyrannically to 
keep them from fharing. On the firft op- 
portunity, however, if not forcibly withheld, 


they plunge into the deep, and fink for ever. 


‘Thue 
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Thus by a calenture mifled, 

The mariner with rapture fees, 
On the fmooth ocean’s azure bed, 

Enamell’d fields and verdant trees; 
With eager hafte he longs to rove 

In that fantaftic fcene, and thinks 
It mutt be fome enchanted grove 


So in he leaps, and down he finks, 


SwirFT. 





. = 


WAVY ann UNDULATING. 





I KNOW net whether ere the Saxon 
word be not the moft poetical, and the claf 
fical one moft commonly ufed on familiar 
occafions. We fay, The wavy corn floats 
very beautifully upon the UNDULATING 
downs between Lewes and Brighthelmftone: 
the words could not be tranfpofed: they are 
not therefore ftricily fynonymous, though 
both mean the fame thing. If we are tell- 


VOL. II. aia ing 
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ing how founds are conveyed through the 
UNDULATING air, foreigners mult be care- 
ful not to ufe the firft inftead of the fecond 
adje€tive; and if he has a mind to praife a 
lady’s fine hair, he muft take our old Saxon 
appellative for the curls, and call them wavy, 


not UNDULATING. 





ee 
I EE 


WAY, MANNER, MODE, MIEN, 


“ ig rein . 


ARE analogous enough, certainly ; the 
firft is moft comprehenfive: waAy in an ‘in- 
dividual is like MANNERS in an ageregate, 
the difcriminating peculiarity which marks 
a charaer. What Johnfon tells us (fays 
Lord Pembroke) would not ftrike one fo 
much, were it not for his bow-wow war. 
Thefe terms have been touched on before, 
ander the articles Habit and Cuftom. War 
is however the true word, and Lord Pem- 

broke’s 
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Btoke’s bon mot, if it zs one, could have ended 
with no other. The m1EN of a lady is includ- 
ed in her way. If the has a haughty mien; 
we fhall be apt to catch her receiving. and re- 
turning common compliments with a proud 
forbidding way: and thoie who beft know 
the world agree, that as more elegance of ex+ 
terior is juftly expected from the female fex, 
a plealing MANNER is more indifpenfable 
in women than in men; for without fome- 
thing for which we have at laft no neater 
phrafe than a gentle MANNER and a win- 
ning WAY, expreffion is apt to heighten 
into fiercenefs, and fymmetrical perfection 


degenerate into mere infipidity. 





Seo ee ee seteerisari ies ihn tn oe rere) 





WAYLESS, PATHLESS, UNTRACKED, 


Lara ae 





ARE fynonymous in verfe, [think ; but 
the firft is feldom if ever chofen for conver- 
fation, though a ufeful word, and expreflive 


Aaa enough, 
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enough, were we to {peak of Byron’s crofl- 
ing the continent of America on foot, as 
we all know he did towards the fouthern 
parts of it, before he had reached the age. 
of twenty years—without language to en- 
quire his wAy, when chance brought him 
near to fome wretched habitation for hu- 
manity, through the vaft uNTRACKED 
regions and PATHLESS woods did he and 
his companions wander, giving mankind 
an example of what hope and youth and 
courage can perform — Happy had they like- 
wife left us an example of good fellowfhip 
and union to each other, cemented as theirs 
might have ‘been expected by fuch fingu- 
lar and fad calamities. But “tis not from 
wanderers we can hope much virtue. Who-. 
ever lives by chance will live carelefsly ; and 
he who is in hourly and anxious care for 
his own fubfiftence, will have little tender- 
nefs to fpare for others, whofe diftrefs. he . 
will feldom believe equal to his own. The 


2 | 7 French 
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French emigrants have indeed in fome fort 
nobly contradicted my affertion by their 
conduct, many of thefe having laid by, for 
their ftill more unhappy countrymen, a 
portion of what they themfelves received 
as alms from the generous hand of a hofpi- 
table nation. But where thefe haplefs crea~ 
tures will betake themfelves, when that 
hand becomes wearied of fupporting their . 
necefhities, I cannot guefs: degraded a fecond 
time, perhaps, even from the rank of wan. 
derers to that of vagabonds, they may feek 
unfound fhelter from countries yet uN- 
TRACKED, and perith in the PATHLESS 
_foreft, hunted by revenge and cruelty infa- 
tiable.-—Let us once more endeavour to do 
fomething for them; and refcue the ram- 
bling nobleman from the ftate of a vagrant 
obnoxious to every infult, and rendered 
unworthy the protecting hand of friendhhip. 
Foreigners will under this article, and in 


Aa 3 this 
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this laft period, perceive how neceflary “tis 
to keep words clofe to their meanings, and 
feel the ufefulnefs of ftudying fynonymy, 
while I relate to them a trifling ftory that 
may perhaps imprefs it {till more forcibly 
upon their minds. When Prince Gonza- 
ga di Caftiglione was in England, he dined 
ia company with Doctor Johnfpn at the 
houfe of a common friend; and, thinking 
it was a polite, as well as gay thing to 
drink the Doctor's health with fome proof 
that he had read his works, called out-irom 
the top of the table to the bottom, that table 
filled with company—<t your cood health, 
Mr. Vagabond, inftead of Mr. Rambler ; 
owhich was the word he ought to have ufed, 
but ‘to which he ‘c conlidered the other as 
fynonymous, for want of a minuter atten- 
‘tion and better information,;—though he 
{poke Englith for the moft part very well, 

ang ay: {o ae had gained a contidence in 


himéelf, 
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himfelf, that this accident contributed to re-, 
prefs, while it put every body in the room’ 


out of countenance. 








WAYWARD, FROWARD, PERVERSE, 


_ FORM an exceedingly unpleafant fet of 
fynonymes, ufually meaning the fame thing 
too, or very nearly ; only that the twa firft 
are ufually chofen when we {peak of baby- 
hood ; the laft, when man or woman hating 
tobe happy, or perhaps incapable of being 
pleafed, reject each attempt to entertain 
them, with a degree of perverfene/s that 
damps all our powers of pleafing, and pro- ' 
cures pardon from moft of the by-ftanders if 
we forbear to undertake that tafk any more. 
I am however, for my own part, inclined to 
believe that body has as much to do as mind 
with all fuch tempers. We feldom find a 
| Aa4 healthy 
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healthy child a FROWARD one; and al- 
though people may, by dint of virtue and. 
religion, fo fubdue their difpofitions as to 
let no WAYWARD expreffions or appear- 
ance of a PERVERSE temper efcape them, 
even through the perfecutions of a long ill- 
nels ; yet every one who is fick feels temp- 
tation to be peevith certainly : and nothing 
is fo fure a proof of a ftrong conftitution, 
as freedom, from ill-humour and from prone- 
nefs toa PERVERSE manner of receiving ge- 
neral civilities— mifconftruing. every attempt 
to footh or todivert them. It is obfervable 
that thefe maladies of the mind are greatly: 
extinguifhed by poverty, while people of 








WEALTH, RICHES, OPULENCE, 





CLAIM thefe unworthy diftin@ions as their ~ 
due, infltead of confidering their poflef 


fions 
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fions asa bank referyed for the poor, who - 
have no leifure from anxiety to indulge a 
fretful difpofition, Meanwhile the three 
{ubftantives at the head of this lat article 
are very nearly fynoanymous—except that 
RICHES implies fertility ; while, notwith- 
ftanding that fruitfulnefs of foil muft necef- 
farily be one great fource of the WEALTH 
of nations, we cannot commend the opp- 
LENCE of the ground, but its RICHNESs 
and fpontaneity. A fmall glance caft back 
upon their derivations fhews us the rea- 
fon why. RicHEs are compared by Doétor 
Young to learning, while genius he lays 
is like virtue; and he ingenioufly adds, that 
as RICHES are mo{t wanted where there is 
leaft virtue, fo is learning moft in requeft 
and Lord 


Bacon calls RicuHzs the baggage of virtue, 





where there is leaft genius: 


ever retarding her progrefs through the 
walks of human life. Neither of the other 
words would have ferved thefe authors’ 


turn, 
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turn. Ricues feem almoft always to imply 
portable WEALTH, and OPULENCE imme- 


diately vifible to every eye. Copioufnefs of 


every kind takes in that term as illuftrative, 
leaving the other two. We fay a Ric 
language, a RICH perfume, RICH foups, 


wines, every thing that feems to contain a 


quantity or fulnefs of perfection; and that 
man'muft, we fay, be abfurdly oftentatious 
of his WEALTH, who wears RICH drefles 
sn fummer for the fake of difplaying his 
OPULENCE, when light ones are confeffed- 
ly confidered as more elegant. WEALTH 
however takes in a fenfe of general weal 
or, welfare, which the other words have 
not. We pray for the King’s WEALTH: it 
would be ridiculous to beg of God Al- 


mighty that he fhould make him R1cH or 


OPULENT. 


WEARY, 


on 
v: 
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‘WEARY, TIRED, FATIGUED. 
/ 





OF thefe terms the reader, may take his 
choice, now he is fo near the clofe of this 
little book: perhaps he may find them {y- 
nonymous too, when he reads the charac- 
ter of it given in the Reviews. We are 
TIRED, fay they, of the faint repetitions, 
and FATIGUED sith the affected ewamina- 
tion of arguments, already fo often difcuffed, 
that one is Gincerely WEARY of going over 
them again. ‘This is the fatal difeafe fureft 
to bring death upon the haplefs author, 
‘whofe works, when they have caught it, 
pine away as in an atrophy; for wEARI- 
NESS is a plant propagating itfelf: who- 
ever is WEARY the firft hour is more WEA- 
ry the fecond, anda book dropping once 
out of a hand half afleep—/falls, te rife ne 
more. ue | 


Madame 
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Madame de Maintenon told her confef- 
for, that fhe would willingly pra@ife any 
form of mortification, by which her future 
felicity might in fome meafure be forward- 
ed. He counfelled her to forbear thofe 
failhes of ‘pleafantry and airy good hu- 
mour, by which fhe engaged all hearts to 
her fervice, and fafcinated all hearers to her 
converfation. The lady tried; but find- 
ing, as fhe expreffes it, that, yawning herfelf _ 
from pure FATIGUE of her own company, 
fhe fet her friends and companions o’yawn- 
ing too, the penance became infupport- 
able ; and when fhe grew abfolutely TIRED, 
fhe left off, left a continuance of fuch be- 
haviour might have had the very worft of 
confequences, in making her WEARY even 


of picty itfelf. 


WICKED, 
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“WICKED, GUILTY, CORRUPT, DEPRAVED, 
FLAGITIOUS. 


THESE odious words, notwithftanding 
- their clofe affinity, are lefs ftri€tly fynony- 
mous than one would at firft i imagine; for 
which reafon the reader naturally wifhes 
repentance to the firft, feels that remorfe 
muft for ever purfue the fecond, fees that 
regeneration alone can purify thofe which 
immediately follow ;—while a whipping- 
pott fhould be the portion of their rafcally 
brother at the end. Thofe writers who—- 
doubtlefs with excellent intentions to mend 
the world—delight in tracing © villainy 
- through its deepeft recefles, and fhew their 
“own fkill in the gradations of atrocity, 
mutt corre me in this article, if I give a 
wrong accuunt. The firft word then upon 
‘this detefted lift defcribes to my particular 


feelings, 
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feelings, a man not yet wholly criminal; 
yet haftening to be fo; while his ftrong avi- 
dity in the purfuit of fin feems fomewhat 
reftrained by immediate fear of failing in 
the grafp. The patient perfevering fpirit 
ef a ferpent feems for this caufe the beft 
adapted fymbol of the wickED Monckton ; 
while Ferdinand Count Fathom is clearly 
FLAGITIOUs, Mackenzie’s Sindal vicioufly 
DEPRAVED, and Moore’s Zeluco, from 4 
CORRUPT and hateful education, becomes at 
length a truly impious chara@ter, blackened 


with the GuiLTizst deeds. 





WISELY, JUDICIOUSLY, DISCREETLY,. 
PRUDENTLY, 


IF Door Johnfon’s notion of a fex it 
words be juft, the two firft of thefe natu- 


tally belong to men, the two laft to women ; 
for 
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for they, placed happily for them by Pro- 


vidence in 
Life’s low vale, the foil the virtues like, 


have feldom occafion to a wisELy and 
puDIcIousLY—adverbs which imply a 
choice of profeffion or fituation—feldom in 
their powers active principles of induftry, 
art, or ftrength—with which they have {el- 
dom aught to do; although by managing 
PRUDENTLY and DiscrEerTuy thofe dif 
ftridts which fall particularly under female 
infpection, they may doubtlefs take much of 
the burden from their companion’s fhoulders, 
and lighten the load of life to mortal man. 
Towards each other I have fometimes 
Known too muth DiscRETION end in too 
little PRUDENCE. The world will now and 
then forget to reward its worfhipsers, and 
after all, the wary fide is fafeRt. Where 
friendfhip alone is wounded---/be will ‘out 
-of tenderne({s forbear complaint. 


77 Meantime, 
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Meantime, that women have a naturally 
‘cautious temper, may be feen in numberlels 
inftances. Men engaged deeply in commer- 
cial bufinefs delight to rifque much, that 
they may gain more; while women truft in 
petty favings, and endeavour to grow rich 
‘rather by frugality than hazard. Female po- 
liticians confide in negociation. Elizabeth 
of England, Habella of Spain, hated war, 
and took every poflible method to avoid it 5 
while Queen Anne’s natural ardour to con- 
clude the peace of Utrecht cof her almoft 
her life. PRupENCcE and DISCRETION 
are domeftic virtues: WISDOM and JUDG- 
MENT are requifites in a flatefman, a fol- 
dier, and a fcholar. May thofe our land 
now boafts be careful to employ thefe ex- 
cellent qualifications PRUDENTLY and Bis- 
CREETLY! not in forcing forward ill-timed 
reforms or dangerous innovations ; not in 
haftily driving force againft force, where 
the effet is at bef uncertain; not in dif 
| — guifing 
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guifing falfehood or _palliating error; much 
Jeis in labouring by fophifms to-fubvert the 
foundations of truth; but with fomething 
Jike female candour acknowledging that no 
government devifed by human, fkill can, be 
perfe€:—confefs with thankfulnefs that our 
own is moft neatly fo, . That found pot 
tion once well ¢ftablithed in every Englith. 


heart, 
Old Britifh fenfé and Britith fire 
Shall guard that freedom we poflefs ; 
_ ; Honeft ambition looks no higher, 
Withing no more, we’ll fear no lefs. 


PopuLaR BaLtap: 


} ht: ; 4 : 2. , es ey ; 


WIT, FERTILITY OF IMAGERY, POWERS OF 
COMBINATION, VIVACITY, HILARITY, PLEA- 
SANTRY, BRILLIANCY IN WRITING ok CON. 

~ VERSATION, - 





_ ARE nearly, not ftri@ly fynonymous. 
dhe firft word includes all the reft, al- 
ifn ¥OL. Il. Bb though 
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thotigh there may be certainly much PLEA- 
SANTRY in a character, whence WIT pro- 
petly deferving that name never did pro- 
éeed ; and many a delightful evening may 
be fpent where natural vIVACITY {pringe 
iii from confidence in the company, ¢n- 
‘livens 4 citclé of cheerful friends with re- 
“Giprocation of élegant fprightlinefs, and fa- 
-cetious good humour,—feldom met with in 
thofe focieties where all POWERS OF COM- 
BINATION are forcibly concentrated, in 
order to produce sparkling conceits; or 
firained, for the putpofe of drawing remote 
images together. On fuch occafions, I 
think, that conftitutional HILARITY which 
infpires whilft exprefling the unaffected fenfe 
of pleafure. that it feels ; 1s exceedingly » ll. ; 
exchanged for all the fcintillating effects of 
real wit, and BRILLIANCY IN CONVER- 
SATION. I feet not be eats, as if 


eT AES Be 


ble levities, in » pelience to god fente 
2 me | -fuch 
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fuch talk delights no one, but the boys and 
girls who break mottoes together after din- 


ner; 


Triflers not even in trifling can exéel ; 


*Tis only folid bodies polifl well— 


fays DoG@or Young, in whofe habit and 
_ conititution the quality of wir was fo com- 
pletely incorporated, that devotion’s. felf 
could with difficulty fublime, or indigna- 
‘tion oblige it to precipitate.—Satires, Night- 
‘Thoughts, Eftimate of Human Life, all turn 
to epigram touched by the pen of Door 
Young; and all evince FERTILITY OF - 
IMAGERY {pringing from the richeft foil— 
‘as’ Johnfon told me little cultivated; but — 
‘proving that principle which to obferve 
gives comfort to every heart, that invigo- 
rating principle which Bithop Horfley fo 
elegantly, fo emphatically calls—the /pon- 
daneity of man. I mutt tell why Doctor 
Johnion defpifed Young’s quantity of com- 
cow | Bb ah i} « mon 
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mon knowledge as comparatively fmall: 
Twas only becaufe {peaking once upon the 
fubject of metrical compofition, our courtier 
feemed totally ignorant of what are called 
rhepalick or rhopalick verfes, from the Greek 
_ word, a club, I believe,—of which I have ' 
read fome Latin ones preferved in the Paffe 
Tems Poetiques,’ very pretty. Aufonius 


gives this as a {pecimen : 
Spes deus eterna: ftationis conciliator. 


The contrivance is foon feen through ; each _ 
word muft be a fyllable longer than that 
which goes before, as the Club begins with | 
‘a tip, and thickens gradually to the other 
end. Thefe verfes were intended as a label 
to be. twifted fpirally round the club of 
Efculapius, I think Ihave heard, but can- 
not now find the French differtation whence 
I gained the piece of learning,—if learning 
it is, —fo unluckily miffed by Dodtor Young. 
In the conjetures upon original compofi- 

| | tion 


BRITISH SYNONYMY. 473 


tion however, written by that man of gem 
nius, we fhall perhaps read the wITTIEST 
piece of profe our whole language has to 
boaft; yet from its over twinkling it feems 
little gazed at, and too little admired per- 
haps; fo will it ever be when authors 
feek “to dazzle, not to pleafe: and even 
when Congreve purpofely combines his 
BRILLIANCY with pertnefs, to make it pa- 
latabie for common minds, we are {till apt 
to turn away from the firft a@ of Love 
for Love, and run for relief to Trinculo or 


Touchitone; 


For ’tis not to adorn and gild each part 
That fhows more coft than art 5 | 
Jewels at nofe and lips but ill apnear : 
Rather than all things wyT, let none be there ; 
Several lights will not be feen, 

Uf there is nothing elfe between ; 

- Men doubt, becaufe they ftand fo thick i'tl) fky, 
If thofe be ftars that paint the galaxy. 


And if fuch be the well-exemplified precept 
Me Bb 3 of 
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of Cowley, who excelled in fruitfulne’s of 
fancy, and power of exciting ideas in richly 
furnifhed _minds, the neceffity of obferving 
that precept is moft dottaen. He was him- 
{elf aware perhaps that his verfes were fo 
truly what. Hamlet calls caviare to the mil- 
| lion, that none but inftructed readers can 
find amufement from Cowley, whofe com- 
mon practice is to illuftrate a thing not very 
| plain, by another {till more ob{cure and re- 
condite. 
lt thefe days, however, there needs little 
caution againft overdofing our compofitions 
with {heer wit, or far-fetched metaphor. 
Studied thoughts have given way to embel- 
lifhments of expreffion, we gild the leaves 
now, not the fruit, while a tide of eloquence 
over-runs all we read. | | 
Books are no longer written to tf OKM, 
but touch the mind, and every writer now 
refers from our judgement to our feelings, 
unlike the fullen Greek of whom hiftorians 
3 tell 


* 
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tell us, that made his grave appeal from 
Philip drunk, to Philip fober. | 

Such performances do certainly, as does 
the mufic of a finger, put us out of humour 
for a moment with folid erudition, as with 
found harmony ; .but let their rhetoric be 
never fo radiant, their fweetnefs never fo 
| fafcinating, when once the gay delirium fhall 
be over, we return to our old inftructors in 
every feience ; and connoiffeurs in convi- 
vial pleafures have aflured me, that neither 
the rich cellars of Conftantia, nor the {park- 
ling vintage of Champagne, afford the true 
and wholefome wine that a man can fit ftea~ 


dily down to.—Enough upon this fubject. 


Bbh4 To 
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TO WITHER, TO FADE, TO BE BLIGHTED, | 
TO DIR. ? 





NEUTER verbs, and nearly though not 
wholly fynonymous, when referred to vege- 
table fubftances ; or figuratively taken up as” 
illuftrative of our own fituation in this fub- 
lunary world, where, as Young fays in his 
True Eftimate, * Sorrow is as the root and 
ftem of life, joy but as its Hower, expeéted’ 
at remote feafons only, then often szicuz- 
ED; or if it blooms, blooming it przs.” 
When I have plucked thy rofe (fays Othella 
to his fleeping Defdemona) I cannot give it 
vital growth again—it needs mult wirHer. 
Let thofe therefore, that tear down the few | 
flowers ftrewed in the path of life to make 
it leds infupportabl e by giving variety to its 
windings, diftinGion to its r/ ying grounds, 
Bcc. , reflect, that when once plucked, they 


wf ne'er 
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ne'er can give them vital growth again. Oh 
Jet them rape naturally! nor quarrel with 
the rofe becaufe it bears athorn. Such re- 


formation “can but end in ruin. 


TO WITHHOLD, TO RESTRAIN, TO KEEP 
FROM ACTION, 





ALL words or phrafes which feem to be 
drawn from the fcience of horfemanfhip.— 


Addifon fays 


{ bridle in my ftruggling mufe with pain, 


That longs to launch into a nobler ftrain. — 


It was Dr. Johnfon’s fport to ridicule this 
paflage always, as a broken metaphor be-. 
twee riding and failing, neither of which 
were, as he faid, particularly applicable to — 
the mufe; but her poet fhould have RE : 
STRAINED his run-away. fancy from either. 

the 
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the one or the other, as no two images could 
have been found more incongruous. We 
fay of our gallant foldiers, and young princes 
ardent to fignalize themfelves in the prefent 
war, that it is difhcult to KEEP them FROM 
ACTION ; and with juftice—while animated 
by a caufe fo virtuous, their courage can : 
f{earcely be WITHHELD: confidering the 
common, though loud report of their ene- 
mies’ infolence towards religion, virtue, arts, 
and arms, and fovereignty,—not as a knell 
to thefe departed powers {a thought would 
damp the {pirit of their troops,) but as a 
trumpet infpiring martial ardour to fubdue 


them ; for Dryden fays well, though coarfely, 


And ever as you love yourfelves, wITHHOLD 
- Wour talons from the injur’d and the bold; 
Nor tempt the brave and needy to defpair, 
For though your violence fhould leave them bare 


Of gold and filver {words and darts remain, &c. 


A confideration worthy the notice of thele 


felf-created defpots, whom piety cannot awe 
; nor 
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2! 
nor tendernefs RESTRAIN. Men, whofe 
enormities increafing in . magnitude the 
longer we are left to contemplate them, 
_ confound refleGtion, and by fwelling ftill, 
and ftretching up, like the gigantic {pectres 
fpoken of by the old poets, annihilate all 
hope of defcribing them to futurity, and 


leave our minds pofleft alone of amazement, 





WONDER, ASTONISHMENT, AND STUPOR | 
CAUSED BY SURPRIZE, | 





THESE qualities are not, however, fyno- 
nymous in common chat. A phrafe pers 
petually occurs in converfation: where the 
firft word on the lift could alone ferve our 
. purpole, and none of the others would at 
all fupply its place. They talk of a plague 
‘in France,” fays one:— No WONDER,” 
replies the hearer, “ people who make a 

| me _— thambles 
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fhambles of their nation, need not think it 
ftrange that fo many dead bodies fhould 
create a peftilential fever from natural caufes — 
merely, without faying a word of God’s 
judgments provoked by fo fenfelefs and cruel 
an eHufion of human blood. Wownber too 
eafily becomes a fubflantive of nature far 
more politive, that may be feen, heard, and 
felt, as well as underftood. We fay the 
feven WONDERS Of the world, which could 
not be furveyed without ASTONISHMENT, 
are NOW fallen into decay, fo that I think 
none of thofe celebrated fabrics yet remain, 
except the pyramids of Egypt monuments 
of ull-employed power, which, while we ad- 
mire, we cannot rationally approve; although 
whatever work of man’s hands has lafted all 
thefe centuries, may juflly be confidered as 
proof of 3 ingenuity and flrength beyond the 
eredibility of after ages. . 

Late is thall wonpDER—that my joy muft raife; 
YOR WONDmR 1s involuntary praife, 


fays 
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ays Zanga, fhowing this word in its capa- 
_ tity of verb befides all the reft, and as a verb 
tis ufed moft frequently 3 in difcotirfe. 
STuPOR-occafioned by suRPRIZE mean- 
time, appears to be rather a natural and phy- 
fical effe& from a mental caufe; when a 
man is literally, not figuratively amazed, and 
_planet-ftruck, as we call it, on fome fudden 
occurrence of joy or forrow in the extreme: 
nor happens this feldom to weak-nerved, or 
_over delicate people —Feeblenefs muft be the 
parent of fuch sTUPOR, as ignorance is faid 
to be the mother of WONDER; yet thofe 
who call it fo fhould recollect that there are 
things which no human knowledge can 
‘reach, ‘and which ‘tis therefore no difgrace 
to wonder at, exhibited every day to our 
contemplation ; and he who forbears regard- 
ing. them with jut ASTONISHMENT, is 
more to be pitied for his infenfibility, than 


envied for the depth of his fctence. 


” 


*  WooDd, 
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WOOD, FOREST, GROVE, 





SHOULD not be confidered.as fynony- 


mous by foreigners, though they find one 


often fubftituted for the other in poetry.— 
Difcourfe keeps them feparate ftill, and he 


who fhould dignify the fweet GROVES view- 


ed from Richmond Hill, or even the fine’ 


woops near Nuneham, by the name of 


FOREST, would be laughed at. Things of 


this kind are always rated by comparifon; - 


and he who has traverfed through the Fo- 
ReEsTS of America, would probably call thofe 
immente tra€ts of woop land which clothe 
the plains of Bavaria, a mere GROVE. To my 
mind, they brought many romantic, and 
many tremendous images, when people told 
me there were yet two days journey to’ be 
taken through plantations made by nature 
certainly, not art, within which were lodged 


a variety 


7 
VEE 
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@ variety of animals,—the wild. boat, the 
black bear, red deer and foxes innumerable, 
with thee Glutton, or Ametican Carcajou 
reatly to dart upon them from the trees, and 
faftening his fangs in the vifual nerve, drive 
them to madnefs and death for his own ad 
vantage. ‘There is befide another diftine- 
- tion neceflary for ftrangers to be taught be- . 
tween what we natives naturally know by 


the names of 








WOOD axn TIMBER. 





THE laft of which means thofe particu- 
Jar trees which are ufed in building, carpen- 
try, turnery; and among thefe oak ftands 
firft, though elm is neceffary for pipes to. 
carry off water; and afh, for nothing ill, as 
Spencer ae that makes our ploughing 
utenfils.- All thefe grow to a nobler - fize 

4s | where 
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where they are not too thick; and I have feeri 
finer oaks ftanding widely feparate i in Weft- 
phalia—even in Hagley park too, than any 
I could pitch upon in the fouthern pro- 
_.winces of Germany, where the woods feem- 
ed nearly impenetrable, and where of courfe 
one tree robbing another of its nutriment, 
the TIMBER cannot rife to’ fo refpe@able a 
growth. Lord Fife’s immenfe plantations 
will ferve future ages, if the world lafts much 
_ Jonger, for examples of woop, Grove, and 
FOREST. And well will his fucceffors de- 
ferve advantage from TIMBER planted from 
fo noble, fo difinterefted a motive by their 


truly liberal anceftor. 


‘WORLD, 
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WORLD, EARTH, GLOBE, UNIVERSE, 





' ARE fo far from being philofophically 
fynonymous, that converfation language ad- 
mitting of incredible hyperbole, would fay 
_ the very EARTH was filled with books writ- 
ten to prove their difference. Popularly 
; fpeaking, however, we fay that a man’s 
knowledge of the worRLD, means his ac- 
quaintance with the common forms and 
ceremonies of life, not ill called by French- 
men, the /cavoir vivre, fince he who is igno-= 
| rant of the worLD even in this limited fenfe, 
will foon be in a figurative fenfe warned to . 
go out of it; fo indifpenfably neceflary is 
that knowledge, to every day’s obfervation 
and pragtice ; nor have I often read a more 
humorous picture of manners, than in 
fome play of Mr. Cumberland’s—I forget 
its name—where two brothers difputing 


=vOU. Il; Ce upon 


/ 
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upon a point of propriety, one fays, truly 
enough as | remember, “ Dear brother! you 
know nothing of the worLp.” “ Will you 
tell me hat?” replies his incenfed antago- 
nift, ‘ when I have traverfed the GLOBE 
fo often! croffed the line twice, and felt the 
frofts within the ardtic.circle: a man:,bred 
in London, and living always in its environs, 
kas an admirable affurance when he ufes 
that expreflion to ae, who have been wreck~ 
ed on the coafts of Barbary, and ftuck faft 
in the quickfands of Terra del Fuego, Qc. 
&c.° “My quotation is from memory, and 
twenty-five years at leaft have elapfed fince 

I looked into the comedy by mere chance in 
a beokfeller’s fhop at Brighthelmftone. But 
the pleafantry of two men taking the word 
WORLD in a different way, with fome de- 
gree of right on both fides, ftruck.me as 
comical and pretty, becaufe within the bounds 
of credibility, hat grace alone is wanting 
to a dialocue once fhewn_.to me in manu 


{cript, 
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feript, written by the learned James Harris, 
of Salifbury, who makes one of two friends 
walking in St. James’s Park, fay of a third 
that pafles by,“ There goes a man eminent 
for his knowledge of the worLD.” To which 
the other replies; “* Ay; that indeed is a de- 
firable companion, a perfon whofe acquaint- 
ance I fhould particularly value, as he no 
doubt could fettle the point between Tycho 
and Riccioli; concerning the fun’s horizon- 
tal parallax, in which thofe two fo great 
aftronomers contrive to differ, at leat fwo 
minutes and a half: He too could perhaps 
help us to decidé upon the controverfy whe- 
ther this UNIVERSE Is bounded by the grand 
concaineration or firmament forming a vifi- 
ble arch, or whether ‘tis ftretched into an 
immenfurable fpace, occupied however at 
due diftances by a variety of revolving 
GLOBES, differing in magnitude : fome bril- 
fiant, as funs, rich in inherent fire; fome 
opaque, and habitable, as EARTHS, attended 

k | Gice2 by 
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by fatellites of inferior luftre and dignity.” 
When his companion ftopping him, proteits 
that the man in queftion knows nothing of 
thefe matters. “ Oh then,” replies the other, 
“‘ he confines his knowledge perhaps mere- 
ly to our own planet, where doubtlefs much 
‘matter is afforded for refleCtion,—T bere, 
however, mafter of the hiftorical, geogra- 
phical, and political worLD, 4e can give ac- 
count of all the difeoveries, revolutions, and 
productions, contained in thofe four conti- 
nents at leaft, which compofe this terraque- 
ous GLOBE; and leaving out marine enqui- 
ries—it is from 4im we mutt hope to obtain 
the cleareft reafoning upon the diftin€tions 
made by nature and education betwixt man 
and man; the caufe of their different co- 
lours, and their fo fudden, or fometimes 
filent lapfes from perfection to decay. His 
information now would be above ail times 
defirable, as we are yet much perplexed 
concerning fome cuftoms of the old inhabi- 


f : tants 
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tants of China; and it would be well for 
him at his leifure hours, to collate fome ob- 
{cure paflages of the Veidam with the Edda, 
&c.” - When this topic is exhaufted, and 
others examined in turn, and the friend 
finds out that the gentleman pafling by knew 
the WORLD only as a fruiterer in St. James’s 
{treet is capable of knowing it—from repeat- 
edly hearing the debts, intrigues, connec- 
tions, and fituations of a few fafhionable 
gentlemen and ladies, he ends the dialogue 
in difguft, that a creature fuperior, as he 
obferves, in no mental qualification to the 
chairman who carries him home from his 
club of an evening, fhould thus be celebrat- : 
ed for fo fublime a fcience as knowledge of 
the WORLD. | 

~ Let me not clofe this article without pro- 
tefting that I never read the dialogue in my 
life but once, above thirty years ago, and 
that I only quote the turn of it, and mut | 
not be expected to remember words, or even 


OR. periods, 
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periods. My imitation would be then fog 
great a difgrace to his name whom I was 
early infiructed to hold in the higheft vene- 
ration: The defign was too ftriking to be 
ever forgotten, and for the defign alone do I 
mean to be anfwerable ;—'twas done by me 
merely to gratify my recollection of paft 
times and ftudies, whilft it ferved well 
| enough befides to bring in our fynonymy. 
Mr. Harris delighted much in writing 
dialogues. Thole at the end of David Sim- 
ple are his, and exquifite are they in their 
kind.» There are fome in the world of his 
and Floyer Sydenham’s both,I believe, which. 
have never been printed certainly—perhaps 
néver deftroyed. | void | 


WORTH, 
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WORTH, PRICE, INTRINSIC VALUE, 





ARE not as near fynonymy as they are 
wifhed to be—many commodities being 
fold and bought at pRicEs above or below 
their INTRINSIC VALUE from the mere 
caprice or particular tafte of their purchaler : 
which in Italy is prettily enough termed— 
Prezzo d’ Affetto. Sapphires, for example, 
are of more INTRINSIC VALUE than eme- 
ralds ;—becaufe they approach nearer in 
hardnefs to a diamond, and likewife becaule 
they pollefs a power of attracting certain 
light fubftances which the other gems do 
not: thirdly, becaufe chymifts have a way 
to difcharge the colour, fo as to impofe 
on lapidaries, and making them believe it 
a diamond, fell it for more ftill than it is 
really worTH; though he muft indeed 
have little {kill in gems, that will be fo 


Cred taxon 


s 
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taken into the net. If, however, Iam making 


\ 


up a fet of jewels, like Maria Therefa’s fa-. 
‘mous nofegay, and am in want of fa/é, not 
fiowers ; ‘tis natural enough for me to pay 
a better price for emeralds than fapphires, 
of which my number and quantity is alrea- 
dy complete for the work. 

We have named here perhaps the only 
things which can boaft INTRINSIC VALUE, 
unlefs gold in ingots or uncoined wedges 
may be added; for the worru even of 
money itfelf flutuates daily in our own 
ftate, and every one knows that there are 
times and places in which gold is of no ule, 
and conlequently of no VALUE whatever, “se 
Even genius bears a different pRICE in one : 
age from another, while Milton’s Paradife 


Loft, brought the author for his copy-right 







only twenty pounds. Beauty, courage, 
wildom and virtue are however of undoubt-/ 
ed and INTRINSIC VALUE; fince a man 
fo endowed, would pals his life on a defo- 
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Tate ifland, in complete folitude, better than 
one who was wanting in any of thofe per- 
feCtions. And thofe have been but light ob-. 
fervers, who will cavil at the utility of the 
frft ;—a little recolleGtion foon convincing 
us, that a mean or diminutive, a feeble or 
deformed body, could never endure the 

- labour of providing for its own neceflities, 
while ftrength and agility (beft fecured by 
harmony of proportion,) is beyond: all 
things neceflary to the chafe of favage ani- 
mals, the fupporting fatigue, and the reno- 
vation of health and fpirits after exerting 
them to wearinels. Such qualities are of 
real WORTH in every fituation humanity 
can be placed in; but no PRICE can ever 


obtain them. 


* 


hs 
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WORTHY, ESTIMABLE. 





THESE agreeable adjectives are fynony- 


mous, chiefly when applied to characters, 


not things, and are the epithets very com- 


monly and very juftly beftowed, not on 


heroes, patriots or romantic lovers, but on 


our: old Enelifh country gentleman, whofe. 


life affords happily, few opportunities of 


exerting prodigies of valour, or burfting 
out into fudden effufions of genius ;—but 
from its even and temperate courfe is per- 
haps particularly favourable to that fleady 
and honourable conduct, that truly EsTi- 


MABLE and worTuy difpofition, which 


never glowing up into enthufiaftic fervour 


of liberality, is yet incapable of degenerat- 


ing into meannefs, or -?fuffering a bafe- 


action to infect their family,—while their 


notion of patrioti{m confifting chiefly. in 


preferving 


coma 


BRITISH SYNONYMY. 395 


preferving themfelves from dependence on 
any defcription of men, that fo they may 
pever be at call of a fa@ion, they keep 
what talents they poflefs ready for the ule- 
ful fervice of their king and country: like 
that good old Sir John St. Aubyn, whofe 
name was ballotted into every committee, 
at. time when party rage ran higheft in 
Great Britain, and opinions, though fo 
greatly divided, met in one point at leaf; 
that of acknowledging his character and be- 
haviour to have been in every body’ Ss eyes 


equall y ESTIMABLE and WORTHY. 





WRACK, WRECK, RACK. 





/ 


FOREIGNERS fhould be careful not to 
miftake, or mifufe thefe words, fancying 
them fynonymous; for though the deriva- 
tion is nearly the fame, and all mean break- 


Ing, 
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ing, or being braken as the ofd Englith 
language exprefles it, we appropriate the 
firft words chiefly now,, if not entirely, to 
the clouds, when a great ftorm or land tem- 
peft is coming on, and even the brutes ap- 
pear to expect what is about to befall them ; 
when the countryman calls home his cattle, 
obferving how the wrAck rides before the 
wind, and the fheep quit the hills from 
fear. The fecond fubftantive is expreflive 
of a fhip bulging with weight of waters, 
driven on a rock that fplits her hulk, and 
rendering her unable to refift the waves, 
incapacitates her likewife from yielding to 


their violence, by tofling up and down 


with her former graceful motion; and 


leaves her half fixed, and ftrugeling with 
her fate, a fad, a hopelefs wRECK. 


The laft word upon the lift means broken. 


bones and tortures, which ’tis to be hoped 
will never more be ufed in our quarter of 
the globe ; which although it looks on maf- 


. 
facre 


se 


» 
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facre and murder with fomewhat more of 
aftonifhment than juit indignation,—has yet 
in thefe latter times contented its ‘barbarity 
with fevering the limbs after death—not be- 
fore:—and whilft it tamely endures the 
{wift-fpeeding guillotine, abolithes all gue/ 
tion—and banifhes the RACK. 





TO WRANGLE, TO DISPUTE, TO ALTERCATE, 





ARE furely not fynonymous; the firft 
and aft are hateful words, I think, while 
the fecond verb upon our lift’s a noble one. 
Were all pispuTE, all argument annihi- 
lated, falfehood would foon ufurp the fove- 
reignty, and truth with Aftrea return to 
her native fkies. Meantime an innate dif- 
pofition towards WRANGLING is the bane 
of knowledge, and a torment to fociety ; he 
who controverts every point, and delights 


in making trifles the fubje&t of ALTERCA+ 


TION, 
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TioN (for the noun isin commoner ufe 
than the verb); he who ‘believes’ nothin&: 
he cannot prove, or refufes affent to ‘his 
own fenfés, fot the pleafure of *WRAN- 
GLING other men out of theirs, is worle 
than the Indians, who fay the world is fet 
firm upon an elephant’s back.—And on what 
does the elephant fland? Why on a tor- 
toife. And on what does the tortoife ftand ? 
~—F cannot tell. Such teafoners as theley 
though perhaps lefs deep than candid, are 
‘ 


etter than fome of our modern philofo+ 


% 


phers, who removing away both elephant 


{ 
4 


and tortoife, declare their doubts whether 
the world exifts at all; and leave all things: 
dubious, fave their own delight in WRAN- 


GLinc, and defire of célebrity as DispuT- 


ANts. The ancients however left our -con-_ 


temporaries Tittle to imprové upon even itt 


this att, and Hume is not a neater fophift 


than Protagoras, who in a eontroverly be- 


tween himfclf and his difciple, baffled the 


sur ; judges 





BRITISH SYNONYMY, —_ 99 


judges as old ftory tells, with a dilemma 
not dll worth repeating, A rich young 
man, Evathlus by name, defired to learn 
his method of puzzling caufes, and paying 
him half the fum agreed upon, at firft; 
promifed him the other half when he fhoutd 
have gained his firft caufe. When the time 
Ok ftudy was paft, Evathlus, called away to 
fome other employment, forbore pleading 
were: the’ courts; and Protagoras, weary of 
waiting, fued him for the money,—urging 
this. (as he hoped) unanfwerable argument. 
| Either I gain my caufe, and you Evathlus 
will be condemned to pay ; or you having 
gained it, will be obliged to pay, according 
to the original terms of our agreement, 

But the young man having learned te 
WRANGLE as well as his maiter, foon re. 
torted upon him the following dilemma. 
~~ Either the judges difcharge me, and of 
courfe the debt is made void ; or they con- 
‘demn me, by which event I equally fave 


6 my 
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my money; for being condemned to lofe, 
I have clearly not gained my firft caufe. — 


?Tis faid that the matter remained ever 


undecided ; yet from this perhaps, the young 


men obtaining the firft mathematical honours 
at Cambridge are termed wRANGLERS. 


= ? = 


TO WREST, TO DISTORT, TO PERVERT, . . 





LF meant of language naturally enough 


follow the laft article, yet will ignorance 


often fhow powers of this kind as plainly | 


as feience herfelf.. Newfpapers, magazines 


and. other periodical publications, are fur- 


| prizingly fkilful in the art of DISTORTING 


metaphor, and PERVERTING in its turn 
every figure of grammar and rhetoric; nor 
would it be difficult to wResT all their 
common places into a fhort paflage by lefs 

violence 


o 


BRITISH SYNONY MY. 4Or 


violence than they are daily doing to their 
mother tongue, were we to fay in imitation 
of a herd of novel-writers, Ricardo was 
a young fellow of jine hopes, and made it 
his point to cut a figure in the treafury line. 
His uncle being a man who faw things in 
a right light, undertook to put his boy upon 
as re/pectable a foot as any of his young 
companions of the fame jfamp ;—on this 
head therefore, little more needs be under~ 
ftood, than that Ricardo under Juch circum~ 
ftances was very happy, and foon drew 
afide the bright eyes of Mifs Julia, daugh~ 
ter. to his uncle’s friend, a man of the /ame 


defcription—a rough diamond, but who, &c. 


‘Of fuch twifted, fuch DisTORTED, fuch dif- 


located language, every morning’s literary 
hafh prefents us an example: nor is it 
neceflary to look in print for thefe ftored 
up allufions; every compting-houfe exhi- 
bits choice of metaphor, beyond all that 
Sancho’s proverbs can pretend to; and I 

VOL. Ie Dd ence 
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once was witnefs to a converfation of that 
kind, where a ftring of disjointed meto- 
nymy fent me out of the room to laugh, 
when I had heard what follows. 

“Milo is expeéted to become a bank- 
rupt foon,—have you endeavoured to get 
that money from him which is owing to 
our houfe ?” 

Anf, “ Why, fir, that fellow did run up- 
on a rope to be fure, till at length he came 
toa fland-fiill ; and they fay will now very 
foon flick in the mud: when I heard that, 
being determined to /firtke a great flroke, 
you may be fure I thought it proper té 
purge him pretty brifkly; but finding that 
the gray mare was the betier borfe, 1 re- 
folved to wait till this morning, and then 
begin fo plough with the heifer; which t 
fhall moft certainly fet about dire@ly tooth 
and nail,” : 

This jargon, which I defy a folitary fcho- 
lar to conftrue, meant only that Milo had 

| -y been 
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been expenfive, and was in confequence of 
his extravagance expected to ftop payment : 
that the clerk had tormented him for the 
money, but that Milo leaving his pecu- 
niary affairs in the hand of his wife, the 
clerk refolved to call on er next morning, 
and either fright or perfuade her to difcharge 
the debt, by every method in his power. 


eR 





YEARLY, ANNUAL. 





‘THESE words make fomewhat of an 
exception to our general rule of preferring 
rather the word of Latin, than the word of 
Saxon derivation: when two terms nearly 
fynonymous offer to our choice,. the firft of 
thefe is the moft elegant, I think, annuaL 
being fomewhat foiled by perpetual ufe » 
among traders, lawyers, public offices, and 
the like: whilft yEaRzy has in fome mea- 
Dd2 fure, 
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fure acquired dignity from the mentioning 
it in treaties, conventions, and above all 
in facred writ, where the YEARLY facrifice 
imprefles one with reverence. They are 
not fynonymous however, for this adverb 
cannot turn fubftantive as does the other, 
when. a gardener calls certain plants AN NU- 
ALS, a word now accepted into the lan- 
euage, and ufed in oppofition to perennials 
both in books and converfation, I believe, 
whereas, it formerly had its beft exiftence 
in an inferior form, when Pope faid fo 


beautifully, 


AnNuat for me,,the grape, the rofe renew, 


The juice nectaréous, and the balmy dew. 


TO 
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TO YIELD, TO CEDE, TO SUBMIT, 
TO SURRENDER. | 


DOCTOR Jounson would {fearcely have | 
endured to read even the lift of words that 
I have given to this article, as nearly fyno- 
nymous ; the fecond of them being a new- 
ly introduced one, to which innovation he 
would not, I think, have contentedly sur- 
RENDERED his judgment, or SUBMITTED 
his opinion: yet it is fo neat a word, fo 
elegant, fo eafily underftood as being of 
Roman original; and I am fo defirous of 
implanting a preference of thofe to the Teu- 
tonic phrafes, that I can hardly perfuade 
myfelf to YIELD even to the arguments I am 
well aware he would have ufed. Speaking 
of iflands given up by one nation to ano- 
ther, when peace is made, what word can 
be fo proper to call them by, as the iflands 
newly ceded to Great Britain? The verbs 


however are not fynonymous; we fay, Will 
: Dd3 the 
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the French yiexp or no? will they sus- 
MIT when they fee their nation’s wicked- 
nefs provoke all Europe into league againft 
them ? or will they give a proof againft 
themfelves ?—in as much as we are morally 
fure no king would thus furvey his mutilated 
empire with mad indifference, but, recolle@- 
ing his own and his fon’s intereft In the 
country, fave what remained in time, be- 
fore all power of renovation fhould be loft ; 
while thefe men having no other means of 
tran{mitting their names to pofterity, go on 
till actual ruin overwhelms them, and in- 
ftead of cEDING fome places to purchafe 
quiet pofleflion of the reft, drive forward 
till they become forced. to SURRENDER 
wholly at their incenfed enemy’s difcretion, 
perhaps to fee their native land divided—if 
not deftroyed :—and this is done under the 
matk of patriotifm, in good time! and pure 
love of their country | 
What a perverfion of language ! ! 


ZANY, 
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ZANY, JACK-PUDDEN, BUFFOON, 
: MERRY-ANDREW, 





THE third of thefe is the true and tran- 
fcendental word, for which all the reft are 
mere familiar appellatives. Our two firft 
are more nearly related than they think for, 
as I believe ZANI is of Venetian etymo- 
logy ; Skinner himfelf derives it from Gio- 
vanni, but forgets to fay that thofe who 
firft ufed the laft fyllable as a tender abbre- 
viation by the grammatical figure aphe- 
-yefis, were natives of that diftri&t whofe 
gentle inhabitants foften every thing into 
a fliding pronunciation, delighting to call. 
San Giorgio, Sanzorzo ; the Judaica, la Zue- 
ca; with athoufand more. Buffoonery too . 
is in its higheft perfection at Venice, and 
their ZANI, Pagliazzo, or Macaroni, is far 


Dd4 lefs 
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lefs_grofsly diverting than our  Englifhe 
JACK-PUDDEN, the Scotch MERRY-AN-=:: 
DREW, or French JEAN-POTAGE,. One 
of the papers in Addifon’s Spectator tells us 
how every nation calls their Buffo by the» 
name of fome favourite difh ; they call him 
likewife by the name moft familiar in con- 
verfation— Fack or Pierrof, or as we did 
Tony, when Anthony was a commoner 
name than now—and ZAni is as near to 
Jobn as Hans is, which we know comes 
from Yobannes, as ZAN1 from ZOANNI, 
corrupted ZANrI. Our Britith critic how- 
ever, thinks that Macaroni, Potage, and 
Pudden, are the merry fellows’ names, be- 
caufe they are excellent for repairing the 
{pirits no doubt, and animating that lan- 
guor, which once permitted to faften upen 
the mind, quits it no more; but taking 
firm hold of a favourite foil, exerts thofe 
powers of reprodu€tion, once falfely afcribed 
to lead, fymbol of dulnefg in the mineral 


world— 
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world—where mercury makes the oppofite ; 
as in the focial world—ziirtp, 

While fuch is life, how happy are thofe 
_ countries where people who have a mind to 
laugh, laugh as in Italy, at ZANI, or Polici- 
aco, inftead of deriding with bitternefs the 
foibles of their neighbours, heightening rail- 
lery into ridicule, and making men no way 
deficient in virtue or in learning, from fome ~ 
trifling fault in their perfons or drefs per- 
haps, 

A proper figure for the hand of Scorn 


To‘point his flow and moving finger at! 


ZEALOUS, EARNEST, IMPORTUNATE, 





ARE words and qualities very nearly 
allied in fynonymy, though we never ufe 
the laft of them at all; till our friends and 
advifers grow too ZEALOUS for civil endur- 


ance, 
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ance, and too EARNEST not tobe exceflively’ 
troublefome. Nothing can be a more evi-~ 
dent breach of good manners, than the 1M~ 
PORTUNATE prefling a companion to do 
any thing that he has twice refufed, although 
apparently for his benefit or pleafure, not 
our own, foliciting one’s friend to eat, drink, 
dance, ride, fing, or the like. 

Some ill-bred people do, however, carry 
their diftreffing vehemence ftill further, urg- 
ing thofe who come unluckily within the 
feope of their pretended regard—to buy or 
{ell eftates ; to marry, or forbear marrying, 
as fuits the folicitor’s notion of his neigh- 
bour’s intereft, or of general propriety. Nor 
can the beft-informed Romanifts readily 
prevail upon themfelves to forbear ftrong 
and EARNEST, though often very ill-timed, 
‘and worfe managed, exhortations to mem- 
‘bers of any Chriftian church—not their own 
—fora change of opinion indifpenfable as 
they think it to our future felicity. Nor 


are 
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are thefe folicitations wholly difinterefted, 
or, as I would fain have hoped they were, 
merely ZEALOUS: while many moral faults, 
faults 1 mean committed againft morality, 
are by them fuppofed to receive free pardon 
in confequence of one profelyte made over, 
—not to Chriftianity; but from one feé of 


Chriftians to another—Vain imagination ! 








ZONE, GIRDLE, CIRCUIT, BOUNDARY, LIMIT. 





Pll put a GIRDLE round about the earth 


In forty minutes, 


SAYS Nimble Puck, in the Midfummer 
Night’s Dream: but Oberon {pared him the 
employment, recolle@ing probably, that it 
was already put there, and known by name 
of the torrid zonr, which certainly does 
form a ciRcuIT, binding our terraqueous 
globe, and fixing from its middle line called 

| | the 


Al2 BRITISH SYNONYMY. 


the equator, degrees of latitude, and jut 
LIMITS, whence -menfuration of fpace, if 


not of time too, may be taken. 


Utque due dextra coclum totidemque finiftra - 
Parte fecant zon#, quinta eft ardentior illis 5 
Sic onus inclufum numero diftinxit eodem, 


Cura Dei; totidemque plage tellure premuntur. 


But though the five ZONES att as BOUN- 
DARIES without doubt, the words are by 
no means fynonymous; a lady’s GIRDLE, 
or fafh, may jeftingly be called her Zone, 
perhaps in allufion to antiquity and poetic 
ufage; but we fay the LimirTs of an empire, 
the BOUNDARIES of a parifh, and tell how 
Lord Anfon or Captain Cook made the 
errcurt of the globe, 

~ Meantime, fince that portion of the hea- 
vens which prefents itfelf to our obfervation, 
and that earth which is given us to inhabit, 
are all circumfcribed by fome L1MITs, and 
fubjected to fome regular BOUNDARIES 5 

» not 
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not to be pafled without danger of confu- 
fion and diforder, fatal to the whole aftro- 
nomic world; let us never ceafe to wonder 
at thofe writers who encourage the prefent 
race of political madmen in their frenzy, 
and feem to enjoy as {port the confequences- 
of a mania, new in its appearance, danger- 
ous in its fymptoms, dreadful in its effects 
upon. the moral world ;—a_ frenzy which 
profeffes, as thofe very writers acknowledge, 
** openly to avow, what once it was daring 
but to think upon;” while the fame author 
fays moft truly, moft folemnly, moft fub- 
limely,—“ That the minds of men are in 
- movement from the Boryfthenes to the At- 
lantic—that ob{cure murmurs gather and 
{well into a tempeft—that what but an in- 
ftant before feemed firm, and fpread for 
many a league like a floor of folid marble, 
at once with a tremendous noife gives. way ; 
long fiffures {pread in every direction, and 


2 the 
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the air refounds with the clath of floating 
fragments which every hour are broken 
from the mafs.” Yet does this fame author’ 
counfel the continuance of that conduét* 
which fhatters thus, and thus endeavours to 
confound God’s fair creation, while it de- 
nies his providence. | 

“ Go on,” fays the, “ generous nation! be 
our model; go on to defiroy the empire of 
prejudices, that empire of gigantic /badows, 
which are formidable only while they até 
not attacked. The genius of philofophy is 
walking abroad.”—But I will tranfcribe no 
nore. | 

Terrified with this new flaming Phaeton 
that thus zftuates the temperate, as the fun 
never heated even the torrid ZONE, with 
facrilegious fury, I can but deprecate the 
hour when chaftifement fhall aflume its 
right, and long endurance end in exemplary. 


punifhment—An hour which as expectants 
8: of 


= oir ae 
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of the dreadful feene, while mankind fear, 
they muft hope too: for if Gt never fhould 
atrive, worfe will enfue.——A genius ts 
abroad; the genius of anarchy, ob{curity 


and barbarifm. 


She comes, fhe comes! the fable throne behold 
Of Night primeval and of Chaos old ! 

Before her, fancy’s gilded clouds decay, 

And all its varying rainbows fade away. 

Wit fhoots in vain its momentary fires, 

The meteor falls, and in a flafh expires. — 
As one by one at dread Medea’s ftrain, 

The fick’ning ftars fade off th’ ethereal plain ; 
As Argus’ eyes, by Hermes’ wand oppreft, 
Clos’d one by one to everlafting reft ; 

Thus at her /e/t approach, and fecret might, 
Art after art goes out; and all is night. 

See fkulking Truth to her old cavern fled, 
Mountains of cafuiftry heaped o’er her head ; 
Philofophy, which lean’d on Heav’n before, 
Shrinks to her fecond caufe,and is no more ; 
Religion blufhing veils her facred fires, 

And unawares Morality expires. 


Nor 
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Nor public flame, nor private dares to fhine, 
Nor human fpark is left, nor glimpfe divine. 
Lo! thy dread empire, Chaos, is reftor’d, 
Light dies before thy uncreating word, 

Thy hand, great anarcu! lets the curtain fall, 
And univerfal darknefs buries all.—- 
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